
The Smaller the Better 
Buddhika Karunasekara’s AlfaVille in Miniature - and it’s a thing of beauty 

radio controlled cars) I am very 
tempted to give this a try.  I think 
it might be relaxing.  But I also 
think it might drive me nuts if I 
can’t get perfect results.  It could 
go either way... 
     You can see more of Budd’s 
work at www.beardedalfista.com 
and on his Instagram page which 
is @alfaromeo.miniatures. 
     I’m delighted that Budd has 
shared his work with us and I 
think it is a fascinating hobby.  
Maybe this could be our 2020 
MiTo Photo Competition... 

     I first came across the fasci-
nating and hugely difficult 
world of the Alfa Romeo minia-
ture dioramas on an Instagram 
page, @alfaromeo.miniatures.  
Little did I know at that time 
that the page belonged to Bud-
dhika Karunasekara - a member 
of the MiTo Register and , along 
with his wife, owner of two 
MiTos (Budd’s red MiTo QV and 
his wife’s white Veloce). 
     Buddhika has always been a 
fan of model trains and diora-
mas (as have, ahem, a few of us 
fellow nerds) but it wasn’t until 
the middle of 2017 that he real-
ly started making his own min-
iature dioramas. 
     In an ideal world, Budd 
would have 500+ miniature Alfa 
Romeos and one enormous 
diorama world which he would 
call AlfaVille, but the current 
reality is that he has around 30 
Alfa Romeo scale models and a 
handful of dioramas which he 
either built by hand or pur-
chased online. 
     His collection of scale mod-
els is solely dedicated to Alfa 
Romeo and most are 1:43. 
     To make the dioramas, he 
has used everything from wire 
meshes and pebbles through to 
sandpaper, and contrary to 
belief (he says) it is not that 
hard once you get used to it. 
     Initially, Buddhika used a 
smartphone to take the pic-
tures then used a Canon Pow-
ershot SX 540HS.  But his ob-
session with capturing more 
detail meant he outgrew that 
camera in less than six months 
and he now uses a Canon 
M100. 
     Rather than using a zoom 
lens, he prefers to get as close 
to the subject as possible using 
standard kit lenses. 
     Zooming in may sound like 
the most sensible thing to do, 
but that apparently tends to 
reveal design and texture flaws 
in the miniatures and can make 
them look less realistic. 
     I have to confess, as a small-
time collector of MiTo scale 
models (including my Tamiya 

Copyright © 2019 Alfa Romeo Owners Club | MiTo Register www.mitoregister.com 



The Smaller the Better 
Buddhika Karunasekara’s AlfaVille in Miniature - and it’s a thing of beauty 

      
 

Copyright © 2019 Alfa Romeo Owners Club | MiTo Register www.mitoregister.com 


