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     In last months Newsletter, I 
spoke about the new Alfa Ro-
meo Tonale concept which is 
likely to be a plug-in hybrid 
with both a combustion engine 
(powering the front wheels) 
and an electric motor (driving 
the rear wheels). 
     My guess at this stage re-
mains that the Tonale will be 
based on the Jeep Compass 
platform, given it’s size. 
     But also on show at Geneva 
was FCA’s first actual working 
plug-in hybrids - the Jeep Rene-
gade and the Jeep Compass. 
     Both models have batteries 
which are rechargeable from an 
external power outlet and have 
a pure-electric range of around 
50km.  But they will also be 
fitted with the new Firefly 1.3 
turbo petrol engine.  This 
means the combined power 
(petrol engine and electric mo-
tor working together) will likely 
be in the range of 190 to 240 
bhp with an estimated 0-
62mph of around 7 seconds. 
     Unlike a conventional rear-
wheel driver, these Jeeps have 
no prop-shaft; the two axles are 
separated and control the 
torque independently, deliver-
ing the famous Jeep  4WD ex-
perience but via a new elec-
tronic eAWD system. 
     Both models also feature a 
dedicated instrument cluster 
and infotainment system spe-
cifically designed for a new 
PHEV range. 
     I know what you’re thinking: 
these are Jeeps and so what?  
As I’ve said a few times, FCA 
under Mike Manley (previously 
in charge of Jeep) are continu-
ing to put a lot of focus in the C
-segment (Compass, Giulietta 
size) and the B-segment 
(Renegade, MiTo size).  I am 
not suggesting that this means 
a new MiTo any time soon, but 
remember the Renegade is 
built on the same common 
platform as the MiTo.  So whilst 
there may not be a new B-
segment Alfa any time soon, 
the PHEV technology at FCA will 
be ready when we need it...  
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