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are to your taste, and economy is 
more important than perfor-
mance, then the 1.6 JTDm is an 
excellent choice”, finishing with 
“The Mini is a better driver’s car, 
but if you’re bored by BMW’s 
take on the British icon, the Alfa 
is a fun and classy alternative”. 
     Those two cars (RE58CRZ and 
RE58CTX) were immortalised in 
the Alfa Romeo Press Pack pho-
tographs published on 23rd Janu-
ary 2009 (and shown on this 
page). 
     On 15th April, Ollie Marriage 
at Evo magazine drove RE58CSO 
and was less complimentary, 
referring to Normal mode as 

     As many of you will know, I 
own a very early Alfa Romeo 
MiTo 155TB which was regis-
tered by Alfa Romeo before the 
launch of the MiTo in the UK.  
This is one of a few dozen of 
the very first MiTo press cars 
used by Alfa Romeo for various 
purposes at the time of the 
launch, from magazine and 
newspaper reviews to TV and 
public events including Good-
wood weekends at which my 
particular car featured. 
     All of these early cars were 
registered by Alfa Romeo in 
Slough and all had their first 
Pre-Delivery Inspection (and 
typically the first service or 
two) at the Press Garage at 255 
Ipswich Road, Slough (just 
around the corner from the 
FCA UK headquarters, but now 
redeveloped land). 

     On 21st January 2009, Auto 
Express tested RE58CRZ, a 
155TB Veloce, saying “you can’t 
argue with its entertaining han-
dling, impressive pace and in-
credible value for money”. 
     That same day, Autocar pub-
lished their review from Vicky 
Parrott of RE58CTX, a Bian-
cospino White 1.6JTDm saying 
that “If the Alfa Mito’s looks 

which Michael Ward was in 
attendance with John Simister, 
describing the MiTo as “very 
nicely made and finished, it 
looks great, it’s fun to drive and 
it’s clearly created with love” in 
Auto Italia Issue 147 in July 
2008. 
     Many of the other UK press 
cars were used around the UK at 
promotional events.  The first 
MiTo on UK shores was the left-
hand drive model that appeared 
at the 2008 British International 
Motor Show  at the ExCeL in 
London from 23rd July to 3rd 
August.  But in January 2009 it 
was announced that the bi-
annual British International Mo-
tor Show would not happen in 
2010 due to many motor manu-
facturers pulling out following 
the general downward trend in 
the car industry and the begin-
nings of what was to become 
the global crash. 

Where Are They Now? 

     Well, this is the difficult bit.  
The answer is that we don’t real-
ly know.  And in all likelihood, 
the current owners are not 
aware that they have one - they 
probably just think they have a 
relatively old MiTo. 

“hopeless” but saying that engag-
ing Dynamic mode meant that 
“throttle response is now sharp, 
steering weight is improved and 
the chassis starts to come to life”. 
     But the April edition of What 
Diesel magazine featured 
RE58CSX (a Biancospino 1.6 JTDM 
with a tan leather interior) de-
scribing it as “cute, curvaceous 
and quirky, yet sporty and muscu-
lar from the rear, it’s eye catching 
to the extent it makes its competi-
tors, the Corsa and MINI, and 
even the new Fiesta appear rather 
bland”.  Quite so. 
     In June 2009, Andrew Anthony 
at the Guardian undertook a re-
view in RE58CNU, a 155TB Veloce 
now owned by Adam Leek, and 
said the “acceleration serves to 
relocate your solar plexus in the 
boot”, summarising that “Small 
cars often have a sensation of 
speed much greater than their 
actual capability.  With the MiTo 
Veloce, the capability matches the 
sensation”. 
     And if you are wondering 
where Auto Italia magazine was 
with all this, they were of course 
way ahead of everyone else and 
were the first in the UK to test the 
MiTo and did so in Italy as part of 
the launch event in Milan, at 
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     Of course, there is nothing 
about them that adds any sig-
nificant value.  Indeed, many of 
the cars that were used will 
have been thrashed by journal-
ists and testers. 
     I bought mine (RE58CPX)
from a very nice lady in Norfolk 
who was the second owner 
after Alfa Romeo.  She loved 
the car but knew nothing of the 
history and was changing the 
car for an Audi.  Other than the 
initial PDI and first service at 
Press Garage, the service book 
is riddled with Halfords Auto-
centres and National Tyres 
changing the oil every now and 
then. 
     Adam Leek is the current 
owner of RE58CNU (pictured), 
and Josh Waterfield recently 
acquired RE58CNZ, which to my 
knowledge is the only black 
MiTo press car from that time. 

     I am aware that owner Joe 
Parker sold his red 1.6 JTDM 
RE58CPN in the first half of 
2018 but I have so far failed to 
trace the current owner.  Like-
wise the exceptional condition 
red 155TB RE58CTO was sold 
by D&G Automotive in Pontre-
fract in October 2018 with a 
little over 58,000 miles.  It was 
for sale for £3,495. 
     As you will see from the ta-
ble opposite, a Biancospino 
White 1.6 was recently export-
ed and two vehicles are current 
on SORN, but the table evident-
ly shows that we have no idea 
where the majority of the cars 
are, nor indeed whether this is 
the full list.   
     DVLA data for December 
2008 shows there were 21 Mi-
Tos registered, but I only have 
19 cars so we are definitely 

missing 2 MiTos, either because 
they have been scrapped or I 
simply can’t find them. 
     I do appreciate I will likely 
never find them all, but the 
search continues nonetheless, 
always trawling for 2008 and 
early 2009 MiTos. 
     58 registration MiTos are not 
huge in number as the MiTo 
launched on 23rd January 2009 
and 58 registrations ended on 
28th February 2009.  So if you do 
see a RE58 registration MiTo, 
please check against our known 
numbers and let me know.   
     And if you own one of these 
cars please get in touch as the 
MiTo Register does consider 
them to be of importance in the 
history of the MiTo in the UK. 
     We aim to get a few of them 
together in 2020 for a photo 
shoot, so the more we can find 
the better.  I am concerned that 
they will simply be seen as an 
older car and, as the years pro-
gress, meet an undignified end 
when they deserve preservation. 

The First MiTo UK Press Cars 
The earliest MiTos registered by Alfa Romeo in the UK 

 
 
 

Reg Model Colour Registered MOT
 Latest 

Mileage 
Owner

RE58 CNO 155TB Red 22/12/2008 22/12/2019 19,056          

RE58 CNU 155TB Red 22/12/2008 30/07/2020 71,515          Adam Leek

RE58 CNV 155TB Red 22/12/2008 22/12/2018 124,729        * SORN *

RE58 CNX 155TB Red 22/12/2008 03/01/2020 68,878          

RE58 CNY 155TB Red 22/12/2008 16/03/2020 49,297          

RE58 CNZ 155TB Black 22/12/2008 22/12/2019 109,599        Josh Waterfield

RE58 CPF 155TB Red 22/12/2008 17/08/2020 100,644        

RE58 CPN 1.6JTDM Red 09/01/2009 15/08/2019 106,089        Previously Joe Parker

RE58 CPX 155TB Red 09/01/2009 17/02/2020 106,357        David Faithful

RE58 CRK 155TB White 22/12/2008 04/02/2020 57,811          

RE58 CRU 155TB Red 22/12/2008 29/01/2018 93,277          * SORN *

RE58 CRV 155TB Red 22/12/2008 01/06/2020 81,441          

RE58 CRZ 155TB Red 22/12/2008 13/06/2020 51,165          

RE58 CSF 155TB Red 22/12/2008 17/10/2020 85,720          

RE58 CSO 155TB Red 22/12/2008 10/07/2019 54,019          

RE58 CSV 155TB Red 22/12/2008 06/03/2020 85,519          

RE58 CSX 1.6JTDM White 09/01/2009 11/05/2018 127,051        * Exported *

RE58 CSZ 155TB Red 22/12/2008 08/02/2020 145,447        

RE58 CTO 155TB Red 22/12/2008 09/05/2020 58,478          

RE58 CTV 155TB Red 22/12/2008 19/11/2020 40,548          

RE58 CTX 155TB White 22/12/2008 22/12/2019 43,257          

RE58 CTY 155TB Red 22/12/2008 25/10/2020 98,970          
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