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Un’estate italiana... 

     Having just returned from a holi-
day in Italy, it always amazes me 
how rare (relatively speaking) Alfa 
Romeos are in the UK.  I must have 
seen five or six MiTos every day in 
Tuscany, and countless Giuliettas, 
Giulias, Stelvios and even a couple 
of 4Cs.  And don’t get me started 
on original Fiat Pandas - there are 
hundreds over there!  They have 
some kind of breeding programme.  
Yet I can drive all day in this coun-
try and it would be a novelty to see 
another MiTo on the roads. 
     Over here, you’re lucky if anoth-
er Alfa driver acknowledges your 
wave, but the passion in Italy for 
Alfa Romeo is something we should 
all experience.  Go up to any Alfa 
driver in any village, town or City in 
Italy, and you’ll have yourself a long 
conversation about Alfa Romeo, 
albeit with lots of hand gestures 
and language issues. 
     So when the Alfa Romeo Owners 
Club runs events here in the UK, it 
really is fantastic to see large num-
bers of Alfa Romeos gathered to-
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gether, and to meet people with a 
shared passion and love of our cars. 
     National Alfa Day was just that, 
and this issue has plenty of pictures 
from the day, and I am looking for-
ward to MITCAR in a few weeks 
which is for all Italian cars, not just 
Alfa Romeo.  And whilst I have a 
love story with Alfa Romeo going 
back over thirty years, I also love 
most other Italian machinery like 
Ferrari, Maserati, Lancia, Abarth, 
Ducati, Moto Guzzi and yes, lots of 
Fiats too. 
     Also in this issue is the definitive 
guide to engine oil for every MiTo, 
news about our plans to enter a 
MiTo in the Alfa Romeo Champion-
ship in 2019, a guide on changing 
your mirror covers and some back-
ground to the recent 3D MiTo mod-
el developments on our website, 
mitoregister.com. 
     I hope you enjoy it, and I look 
forward to seeing you at MITCAR! 
     Enjoy your MiTo! 

Next Event 
 

MITCAR 2018 

Arbury Hall 
Nuneaton  CV10 7PX  
Sunday 26th August 2018 
 

Organised by the Alfa Romeo Owners Club 

but open to ALL Italian cars. 
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handful of us and a small num-
ber of cars, you’re kind of guess-
ing where to put things in the 
hope that when there are 500 or 
more cars present it all looks 
good.  So as I glance across the 
paddock I see some of the Alfa 
Romeo Championship folks un-
loading their 147 and 156 race 
cars from trailers, trying to 
guess where exactly to put them 
and in what direction they 
should face.  And just beyond 
those race cars is the HMS Rac-
ing BTCC Giulietta being unload-
ed from it’s enormous race 
truck. 
     So I made a mental note to 
try to speak to some of the rac-
ing crowd later in the day, once 
I’d lined up all the MiTos. 

     Hopefully you have already 
spotted on Facebook, the AROC 
forum and on our website that 
we are now committed to run-
ning an Alfa Romeo MiTo in the 
2019 Alfa Romeo Champion-
ship!  This is a huge step for us, 
and for me personally, both in 
terms of reputation and financ-
es! 
     Most of you will know that I 
recently bought a new MiTo 
Veloce (I may have mentioned 
it), chiefly to ensure I got one of 
the last MiTos off the produc-
tion line before MiTo produc-
tion finally ceased.  And you 
may know that I also kept my 
2012 MiTo Quadrifoglio Verde 
because, well, I just couldn’t 
bear to part with it. 
     I’d been happily going along 
alternating my cars and enjoy-
ing them both, but I had this 
nagging feeling that it would be 
fantastic to run a MiTo in the 
Alfa Romeo Championship.  In 
truth, I’ve wanted to do this for 
a long time.  In November 
2016, I was presenting at a con-
ference in Germany and among 
the audience was Ben Sharich, 
attending for one of my cus-
tomers in London.  Ben and I 
got talking that evening over 
dinner and drinks for a hundred 
people and I found out his pas-
sion was racing cars.  We spoke 
about our shared passion for 
motorsport and Alfa Romeo 
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and I made an off-the-cuff com-
ment that if I were to ever run 
an Alfa Romeo in the Champi-
onship I would give him a call 
and he could drive it. 
     Then over the last few 
months I’d been writing an arti-
cle for the AROC magazine on 
the subject of Davie Peddie, the 
Flying Fifer.  Most of you won’t 
have heard of Davie, but he ran 
the first MiTo in the Champion-
ship a few years ago, partner-
ing with ProAlfa in Watford 
who built most of the mechani-
cals.  Sadly, ProAlfa went bust 
and Davie moved to Italy to 
work as part of the JAS Motor-
sport fabrication team working 
on the Honda NSX GT3 cars, 
among other things. 

Alfa Romeo Championship Racing 2019 
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     So the Alfa Romeo Champion-
ship does not have a MiTo com-
peting.  And I have a spare MiTo.  
And I know Ben Sharich.  But I still 
hadn’t connected all the dots. 
     Roll forward to 1st July 2018, 
my wedding anniversary.  And I’m 
at the Alfa Romeo Owners Club 
National Alfa Day in Shropshire.  
It was a very early start and I’m 
helping Nick Wright the AROC 
Club Manager put up the big red 
awning that will become the 
AROC club shop by the time 
guests arrive.  Most people won’t 
know, but when you arrive to 
setup an AROC event, particularly 
the big ones, there’s a strange, 
almost eerie feeling in the air.  
We all pretty much know what to 
do, but because there’s only a 

Davie Peddie, Silverstone 2014   
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(you wouldn’t believe how many 
you need to go racing!).  But the 
reality is that the big stuff hasn’t 
started yet.  Once I’ve settled on 
the build partner the car will go 
to them to be stripped further, 
have a custom roll-cage welded 
in situ, build a custom cooling 
system and be fitted with FIA 
compliant racing seat, rails, har-
nesses and steering wheel, fire 
extinguishers and electrical cut-
off, then have the suspension, 
brakes, clutch, exhaust, anti-roll 
bars and strut braces all upgrad-
ed.  And that’s before we touch 
the engine. 
     I hope you’ll agree that this 
project is something that we can 
hopefully all enjoy.  And my aim 
is that this will be the first of 
many MiTos in the Champion-
ship in the coming years as we 
demonstrate that it’s not just 
TwinSparks and V6s that can 
race.  I would love to create a 
blueprint for others to follow. 
     So keep checking in to our 
mitoregister.com/motorsport 
page for more developments as 
they happen, and wish me luck! 

     By the time I made my way 
down it was around lunchtime, 
and many of the crowds were 
around the BTCC team, so I 
headed over to the Filippo Be-
rio Alfa 147 that is owned and 
raced by Andrew Fulcher.  I 
didn’t know Andrew, but as I 
poked about the 147 and exam-
ined the roll-cage Andrew said 
“Have you ever thought about 
racing?”, and that was that.  
We spent the next forty 
minutes or so chatting and my 
excitement slowly grew. 
     Of course, Andrew gave me 
lots of advice which I immedi-
ately ignored: it was too expen-
sive to build a car, better to buy 
one that somebody had already 
made.  The Modified and Pow-
er Trophy classes were too ex-
pensive, better to buy and run 
a TwinSpark.  All excellent ad-
vice.  Except there were no 
other race-prepared MiTos 
anywhere (Davie Peddie’s 
ProAlfa MiTo was stripped 
when ProAlfa went bust).  And 
much as I love the 147, 156 and 
GTVs with a TwinSpark engine, 
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no MiTo exists that would qual-
ity as a TwinSpark.  So build 
one we must. 
     The Alfa Romeo Champion-
ship (see alfaracer.com) has 
three classes: the Twinspark 
Cup (for TwinSpark Alfas like 
the 145, 147, 156, GTV), the 
Modified class (for heavily 
modified Alfas, sequential gear-
boxes) and the Power Trophy 
which is the class I think a MiTo 
should run in.  The Power Tro-
phy is based on a power to 
weight ratio of 220bhp per 
1000kg (measured at the fly-
wheel) to level the field.  So 
cars with more power simply 
have to carry more ballast.  The 
Power Trophy does not allow 
sequential gearboxes, and I also 
like the sound of that cost sav-
ing! 
     I spent days drawing up 
spreadsheet after spreadsheet 
of build costs, running costs, 
logistics and every other topic I 
could think of before picking up 
the phone and speaking to Ben 
Sharich again.  Ben suggested a 
number of other things I need-
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ed to consider, but was com-
pletely up for being our driver so 
over the next few weeks we 
agreed how it would all work. 
     So we’re now in August and 
we’re mid-season in the 2018 
Alfa Romeo Championship.  My-
self and Ben will be heading to 
Brands Hatch for Festival Italia 
where we will be in the pit pad-
dock with the other Alfa racers 
and their mechanics hoping to 
pick up some good tips and a 
clearer understanding of what 
we’ve let ourselves in for. 
     I have short-listed three com-
panies, one of which will build my 
2012 QV into a fully-fledged rac-
ing MiTo, which should start in 
September and hopefully be 
ready for testing in February 
ahead of the April 2019 season 
kick-off. 
     I’ve already sunk a pile of mon-
ey into some obvious acquisitions 
such as KW Variant 3 suspension, 
Tarox brake discs, Polyflex Black 
Series bushes and a variety of 
other odds and ends.  I’ve started 
stripping out the interior and I’m 
already buying sets of wheels 

TwinSparks in the Alfa Romeo Championship, Snetterton July 2018.   
Photo © Paul Stone, AlfaRacer.com 



     One of the original MiTo 
options from the factory were 
alternative mirror and light 
surround colours.  As most of 
us know, changing the light 
surrounds is a painful process, 
involving the removal of the 
front and rear bumpers to gain 
access to the bolts which attach 
the light surrounds front and 
rear. 
     The mirrors, however, are a 
much easier job and just need a 
little bit of care, patience and a 
simple tool to remove the mir-
ror covers and replace with 
alternative ones.  This is also 
useful if you scratch your mir-
ror covers; there are plenty of 
aftermarket covers available on 
your usual auction sites or 
online sellers.  But be careful 
that you know what you are 
buying: OEM mirror covers fit 
fine, and the majority of after-
market replacements are a di-
rect fit being moulded with the 
internal clips all present.  But if 
you are investing in expensive, 
genuine carbon fibre mirrors, 
most do not have the internal 
clips moulded and therefore 
need to be bonded with the 
mirror housings – not a difficult 
job, but not necessarily one for 
the less-brave. 
     So that makes me one of the 
less-brave.  I sourced some 
imitation carbon fibre mirrors 
from Italy, with accurate 
mouldings and all internal clips 
present.  Admittedly, they are 
not quite the look of genuine 
carbon, but equally they were a 
fifth of the price and I’m pretty 
happy with them. 

     Whatever mirror cover re-
placements you choose and for 
whatever reason, replacement is 
relatively simple.  However, it 
involves first removing the mirror 
glass to gain access to the inter-
nal clips.  This is not a difficult 
process as such, but it is some-
what fraught with danger if you 
are too heavy-handed.  I took the 
precaution of ordering new mir-
ror glass from the AROC Parts 
Service just in case, though I will 
keep them as spares as next time 
I may not be so lucky.  And luck 
certainly comes into it.  I fitted 
the new mirror covers to my new 
2018 MiTo, but just for good 
measure I tried the process on 
my 2012 MiTo too.  The glass on 
my older MiTo came off consid-
erably easier than my newer one, 
and it looks like additional dou-
ble-sided sticky stuff is used on 
the more recent cars, making it a 
much more delicate process.  
Either that or the sticky stuff was 
stickier as it is newer – either 
way take care removing the mir-
ror glass – do it slowly and care-
fully. 

MiTo Mirror Cover Change 
Update your mirrors to a different look in 20 minutes 
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     The only tool you will need is 
either some trim removal tools (I 
can’t recommend them enough – 
get a set of plastic tools off the 
internet for less than ten pounds 
– I use them all the time for lots 
of things around the car) or a flat
-bladed plastic knife or kitchen 
spatula or similar.  It can’t be too 
wide (around 5cm or so) and 
ideally you don’t want it to be 

metal as that will likely crack the 
mirror glass. 
 

Step 1: Point Mirror Glass Down 
 

     All MiTos have electrically 
adjustable mirror glass, so the 
first thing you need to do is point 
both mirrors down as far as they 
will go.  The aim is to create a 
gap at the top so you can gain 
enough access with a trim re-Trim Removal Tools 



moval tool or a flat-bladed 
knife.   Try pointing them down 
and to the left or right as that 
can help to create enough 
space. 
 

Step 2: Remove Mirror Glass 
 

     Okay, time to set aside your 
nerves and/or have your spare 
mirror glass available!  The 
glass is clipped on to the mirror 
housing with a large circular 
clip.  The aim is to get your flat-
blade into the gap at the top of 
the circular clip and gently, 
gently rotate the blade left and 
right, gently easing the circular 
clip off the mount.  You need to 
do this with one hand, and 
have your other hand touching 
the mirror glass ready to catch 
it if it comes off quickly. 
     Initially, it seems like nothing 
is happening, but just perse-
vere with gentle rotating of 
your blade, left to right, and 
slowly the circular clip comes 
away releasing the glass.  On 
my newer MiTo, this was a long 
and painstaking process due to 
the glass also having very sticky 
double-sided on the back.  But 
on my older MiTo the glass 
came away quite quickly, so 
much so that I nearly dropped 
it, so be sure to be ready with 
your spare hand just in case. 
 

Step 3: (Heated Mirrors) Unclip 
Heater Wires 
 

     If your MiTo has heated mir-
rors, simply unclip the heater 
wires, noting which wire goes 
on which clip.  Then you can 
withdraw the mirror glass com-
pletely. 
 

Step 4: Unclip Original Mirror 
Covers 
 

     There are four clips on the 
mirror covers which clip 
through the mirror housing into 
plastic retainers.  Each just 
need to be unclipped either by 
hand or with the plastic knife 
(or a flat-head screwdriver).  
Again, take care – they seem 
pretty rigid but you don’t want 
to snap anything at this stage. 

Once removed, you can see the 
holes through which you need to 
feed the new mirror cover clips. 
 

Step 5: Clean! 
 

     Now is a good opportunity to 
get into the little nooks and cran-
nies and have a good clean of 
your mirror housings, inside and 
out.  Or, of course, you might 
want to skip this step. 
 

Step 6: Fit New Mirror Covers 
 

     Fitting is relatively simple.  You 
need to line up the cover not 
only with the four clip holes in 
the housing but also the bottom 
corner of the mirror near the car 
where there is a plastic recess, 
otherwise you may scratch your 
new mirror cover.  Once every-
thing is aligned, the cover should 
clip into place through the clip 
retainers with gentle pressure.  
You can now admire your new 
covers on your MiTo. 
 

Step 7: (Heated Mirrors) Attach 
Heater Wires 
 

If you have heated mirrors, simp-
ly slide on the wires to their origi-
nal clips ready to fit the mirror 
glass. 
 

Step 8: Re-Fit Mirror Glass 
 

     You will be pleased to know 
that re-fitting the mirror glass is 
extremely easy and needs no 
tools.  Simply align the glass (in 
the correct mirror!) then gently 
push the glass back until the cir-
cular clip clips onto the mounting 
with a re-assuring clunk. 
     Use your electric mirror ad-
juster to ensure everything is all 
working fine.  You may need to 
make some gentle re-alignment 
by hand if the mounting moved 
whilst you were working. 
 

Job Done! 
 

     And there you are, glorious 
new mirror covers fitted in 
around twenty minutes.  Nerve-
wracking, but very worthwhile 
for the results.  I’m very happy 
with my carbon-look covers.   
     Well, until I change my mind 
again. 

MiTo Mirror Cover Change 
Update your mirrors to a different look in 20 minutes 
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Step 2: With the mirror glass pointed down, use a flat tool or 

blade and gently rotate left and right to prise the circular clip off 

the mirror mount. Take your time - patience is key 

Step 4: Release the retaining clips of existing mirror covers  

Step 6: New covers clip through retaining holes  



National Alfa Day 
Weston Park, Shropshire.  1st July 2018 

MiTo - AROC MiTo Register Newsletter 

    We had a fabulous turnout at 
National Alfa Day in Shropshire on 
1st July this year.  Well over 500 
Alfa Romeos, of which at least 30 
were MiTos, and I’d like to person-
ally thank everyone who came 
and helped to form a fantastic 
MiTo display. 
     We also had two of our number 
entered into the Show’n’Shine 
Competition and Garry Tait’s 
beautiful 8C red 155 came third 
out of the whole field of impres-
sive Alfas.  Well done Garry. 
     This particularly NAD was quite 
an epiphany for me, which sounds 
dramatic but I think it is quite 
true. 
     I spent a long time talking with 
Andrew Fulcher who was attend-
ing with his race-prepared Filippo 
Berio Alfa 147 pictured opposite.  
For some time now, I’d been 
thinking about turning my 2012 
QV into a race car, but in truth I 

didn’t really know where to start.  
But this friendly chat with Andrew 
opened my eyes to what we had 
to do.  We had to prepare and run 
a MiTo in the 2019 Alfa Romeo 
Championship - probably the only 
MiTo racing. 
     So I will remember this Nation-
al Alfa Day for some years to 
come I think.  Not only because it 
was quite possibly hotter than the 
sun, and not only because of our 
fabulous turn-out of glorious Mi-
Tos.  But perhaps also because it 
was the day that I (probably) 
made the final decision to invest 
time and money into what could 
turn out to my biggest MiTo mis-
take.  Or our greatest triumph. 
     Either way, I hope those who 
attended enjoyed the day, and for 
those who couldn’t make it there 
are plenty of photos in this News-
letter to convince you to come 
along to the next one. 
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3D MiTo Models 
New feature for mitoregister.com 
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     For some months, we’ve been 
working on 3D models of the MiTo as 
part of our longer-term aim of having 
a strong source of reference material 
on the Alfa Romeo Owners Club MiTo 
site, mitoregister.com. 
     We have already quite blatently 
stolen the Alfa Romeo Configurator 
images to create 360 Spins of the 
current facelift MiTo in preparation 
for the Configurator no longer being 
available as stocks of the MiTo run 
low in the UK.  So 3D models seemed 
like a good next step, with the aim 
being to enable anyone to see all Mi-
Tos in all colours for all years, so in 
ten or more years when the MiTo is 
emerging as a classic car, we will have 
built up a good source of reference 
material, both physically and digitally. 
     Well, you may have noticed that 
our 3D menu on the website is now 
populated with the first beta versions 
of our 3D models for (almost) all pre-
facelift colour MiTos. 
     It is fair to say that the process has 
been pretty tortuous, but I think that 
is because the software and technolo-
gy these days is aimed at smarter and 
younger people, whereas I am terrifi-
cally old and relatively simple.  It is 
also a relatively new concept to host 
3D models in a way that is user-
friendly and, frankly, stops people 
from stealing our hard work. 
     All that being said, and with a lot of 
support and help from my son’s girl-
friend Jess (Jessory Design) - a design 
graduate who got to grips with prod-

ucts like Autodesk Maya much better 
than I did - I think we’ve made a good 
first step into 3D modelling. 
     Having said that, there is an awful-
ly long journey ahead of us if we’re 
to realise our overall aims.  And I use 
the term “our” quite loosely - it’s me 
who is being particular about every-
thing we should try to achieve so as 
always I am my own worst enemy. 
     The eagle-eyed among you will 
have spotted that all the current 3D 
models are left-hand-drive MiTos.  
This is because I acquired the base 
model from Italy with the intention 
of converting it to right-hand-drive.  
Sadly, the enormity of the effort to 
convert to right-hand-drive was 
seemingly taking over, and despite 
my best efforts I don’t have the skills 
to do it proficiently yet so I reverted 
to simply getting the models ren-
dered with the right colours, tex-
tures, geometry, gloss and reflection 
maps, bump details and glows (no, I 
didn’t just make all that up). That 
way, we could at least see if the con-
cept works and get good feedback, 
not just in terms of the models but 
also the usability of the interface and 
hosting, all of which was quite a com-
plex task. 
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     Ultimately, I’d like to be able to 
build a highly-configurable interface 
that lets me choose whatever I want 
(year, model, colour, wheels, interior 
etc) and the 3D model miraculously 
appears like the shopkeeper in Mr 
Benn.  In truth, I don’t think I can get 
to that nirvana in the next decade at 
the speed I’m progressing, so perhaps 
I need to either re-think or find some-
body to help! 
     But as with everything we do with 
the MiTo Register, we need to either 
do it well or not bother.  Everything 
needs a purpose and everything 
needs to add value to MiTo owners 
and, particularly, members of the Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club. 
     So we shall persevere with the 
next steps, but I really value any feed-
back from people who give the 3D 
models a try.  They are not perfect, 
far from it, so please bear in mind 

they are the first iteration and can 
only get better. 
     My aim is to improve upon the 
existing pre-facelift models before 
progressing to the facelift versions.  
My theory is that if we can get the 
base models almost perfected, then 
applying the facelift changes should-
n’t be too onerous.  Famous last 
words. 
     So if you haven’t already, please 
take a few minutes to visit mitoregis-
ter.com/3d and have a play with the 
models that we have today.  Your 
feedback and any suggestions are 
really valuable and could shape the 
direction we go in with the project. 
     I also said at the beginning that we 
had almost all colours completed.  I 
was convinced I had them all com-
pleted until I realised I was missing 
one rare colour. 
     But do you know which one? 
      



MiTo Shopping Cart Campaign, 2010 
The Duval Guillaume campaign for Alfa Romeo Belgium 
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     In 2010, visitors to shopping cen-
tres in Belgium experienced a full-
sized MiTo in a shopping trolley as 
part of a advertising campaign by 
Antwerp (now Brussels) based Duval 
Guillaume, commissioned by Alfa 
Romeo Belgium in the run-up to the 
international motor show, the Salon 
de l’Auto et de la Moto de Bruxelles, 
     The MiTo was on display in shop-
ping centres in Brussels, Antwerp and 
Liege and proved extremely popular 
with onlookers who tried to work out 
how a full-sized car was balanced in a 
shopping trolley along with other 
everyday groceries. 
     The campaign was entitled “Your 
chance to drive an Alfa Romeo”.  Du-
val Guillaume also produced outdoor 
advertising for Alfa Romeo with spac-
es below for people to advertise their 
cars for sale, with the aim being that 
people would sell their cars then buy 
an Alfa Romeo.  The agency had pre-
viously created an innovative cam-
paign for the Alfa 147 when prices 
were dropped to their lowest ever, 
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sinking an Alfa 147 advertising board 
almost 11,000m under the sea in the 
Marianas Trench off the island of 
Guam (the lowest point on earth), 
which read “We can’t go any lower”. 
     At the time of the MiTo trolley 
campaign, Alfa Romeo Belgium said 
“Conditions to move to drive an Alfa 
Romeo have probably never been 
more favourable, and so easy that 
you can place your Alfa Romeo in 
your cart among your other purchas-
es”. 
     Despite what you might think, the 
car is an actual MiTo, although the 
engine and other components were 
removed to reduce weight. 
     The cunning use of the shopping 
trolley contents and the shopping 
bags under the trolley enabled the 
team to hide the structural bar which 
held the MiTo in place, stabilised by 
the heavy platform that the trolley 
stood on.  Structural plates were 
welded to the chassis for the bar to 
attach to, enabling the (relatively) 
easy assembly and transportation. 
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     There is always a lot of dis-
cussion, and often confusion, 
about which oil to use in the 
MiTo.  And there is good reason 
for this.  Alfa Romeo are very 
clear in their owners manuals 
that the use of an incorrect oil 
will invalidate the warranty.  
Moreover, the use of the incor-
rect oil in some MiTos 
(particularly the MultiAir) can 
cause significant and potential-
ly catastrophic damage. 
     So this is the definitive guide 
to oil for the MiTo.  At least 
those which were marketed in 
the UK. 
     Depending on which MiTo 
you have, you will either have 
an easy and immediate way of 
identifying which oil you must 
use, or it may be a little more 
complicated.  But for those 
with the less easy models, we 
have provided a sure-fire way 
of validating your specific en-
gine and the oil that you must 
use just by checking your V5 
(your ownership document 
from the DVLA).  But for rea-
sons we’ll come onto, I strongly 
recommend that all MiTo own-
ers check their V5 just to be 
certain. 
     Let’s start by all understand-
ing a little about oil grading.  
The grade refers to the oils abil-
ity to flow or lubricate the en-
gine at certain temperatures.  
The Society of Automotive Engi-
neers (SAE) numbering is 0W to 
60W.  The lower the number, 
the thinner (less viscous) the oil 
is, so it is better at lower tem-
peratures (the W standing for 
‘winter’).  So the lower the first 
number, the better the oil’s 
cold temperature or cold start 
performance. 
     The second number refers to 
the ‘hot’ viscosity of the oil, 
tested at 100 degrees cen-
tigrage.  It is a fixed limit so, for 
example, all oils ending in 40 
must achieve the same limit.  
The lower the number, the 
thinner the oil is at 100 degrees 
centigrade.  So we know there 
are absolute standards in 
testing, so a 5W-40 from one 

field.  You need the correct SAE, 
ACEA and manufacturer classifica-
tions and it differs not only by 
model but also by transmission 
and whether the engine is a EURO 
4, 5 or 6 emission classification. 
 

MiTo Oils 
 

     There are basically four differ-
ent types of oil used in the MiTo, 
depending largely on factors such 
as whether your car is petrol or 
diesel, whether your engine is the 
later EURO 6 emissions specifica-
tion and which transmission you 
have.  But how do you tell? 
     The chart below attempts to 
summarise which oil you need for 
your MiTo.  But it is not necessari-
ly clear-cut for you.  If you defi-
nitely know your MiTo is categori-
cally a model listed, and you are 

manufacturer will match a 5W-40 
from another in terms of hot and 
cold viscosity testing. 
     All that being said, it is wise to 
choose an oil from a recognised 
manufacturer with a long-
standing reputation, as the UK 
Lubricant Association has identi-
fied that some manufacturers 
blend more advanced oils that 
exceed the specifications, where-
as other, lesser-known manufac-
turers have been found to not 
fully meet the claimed specifica-
tions. 
     But then we have the manu-
facturer’s specifications, as well 
as the Association des Construct-
eurs Europeens d’Automobiles 
(ACEA) classifications.  The ACEA 
classify ratings in A (petrol), B 
(diesel) and C (catalyst compati-
ble or low sulphated ash, phos-
phorus and sulphur petrol and 
diesel).  Within the latter C 
rating, there is C1, C2 and C3, 
where C3 is applicable for higher 
performance engines with high 
temperature high shear (HTHS) 
viscosity.   
     Several manufacturers (VW, 
BMW, Mercedes-Benz, Fiat) then 
have their own classification for 
each of their engine types, with 
examples from Alfa Romeo being 
FIAT 9.55535-S2, FIAT 9.55535-
DS1 and so on. 
     So it can be a bit of a mine-
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certain that is your model, then 
great.  But for all models there is 
a definitive way to check, and I 
strongly recommend you all do 
this. 
     Typically, we should be able 
to refer to the ownership manu-
als and it will tell us the correct 
oil.  And this is the case 99% of 
the time.  But, for example, I 
have found incidents of people 
who bought and registered a 1.3 
JTDM MiTo in 2017 which came 
with a 2017 owners manual 
from the dealer (stating 0W-30 
oil) but the car was actually built 
in early 2016 and needed 5W-30 
oil.  Now I’m not suggesting this 
is a big issue across the UK (nor 
that using the wrong oil in that 
model is catastrophic), but find-
ing a few anomalies may suggest 
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Oil Specification MiTo Application

Fully Synthetic

SAE 5W-40

ACEA C3

FIAT 9.55535-S2 Classification

TwinAir 85

1.4 8V (78bhp)

1.4 16v (78, 95, 120, 155bhp) Manual

1.4 MultiAir (105, 135, 170bhp) Manual

1.4 MultiAir 135bhp TCT (Check Variant on V5 if unsure)

Fully Synthetic

SAE 0W-30

ACEA C2

FIAT 9.55535-GS1 Classification

TwinAir 105

1.4 MultiAir 140/170bhp TCT

Fully Synthetic

SAE 5W-30

ACEA C2

FIAT 9.55535-S1 Classification

1.3 JTDM (85, 90, 95bhp) up to 2016 (Check Variant on V5)

1.6 JTDM (120)

Fully Synthetic

SAE 0W-30

ACEA C2

FIAT 9.55535-DS1 Classification

1.3 JTDM (95) 2016 on (Check Variant on V5)

Petrol

Diesel



there are others, so I recom-
mend you do not take any risks. 
 

Checking Your Variant 
 

     As you will see from the oil 
table previously, there are 
some MiTo models that you 
may need to check.  This is par-
ticularly important for the 1.3 
diesels which overlapped 
around 2016, and there are 
many earlier-built diesels not 
registered until 2017.  It is also 
very important if you have a 
135 TCT MultiAir to ensure you 
have the correct variant and oil 
quality.  I have also spoken to a 
few people who were con-
vinced they had a 140 TCT but 
actually have a 135 TCT (and 
vice-versa), so my recommen-
dation is that whatever MiTo 
you think you have, validate it 
using the Variant code. 
     Checking is simple and takes 
only a few seconds.  In section 
4. Vehicle Details of your V5 
from the DVLA, you will see just 
below your Registration num-
ber, Date of first registration 
and Make a D.2 Type section, 
with codes for Type (always 
955…), Variant and Version.  
My V5 (at the top of this page) 

shows my Variant is AXN11.  This 
is a sure-fire way of checking 
which MiTo you have, which en-
gine it has and therefore which 
oil you must use.  Whichever 
model of MiTo you have, this 
Variant code accurately tells you 
everything you need to know, 
and I have validated this with the 
DVLA who provided us a full data 
extract for every MiTo registered 
in the UK, which I have double-
checked.   
     The eagle-eyed amongst you 
may notice the Type is always 
955, then the Variant, then the 
Version.   However, the Type 
code is not always accurate, 
whereas the Variant is.  So al-
ways just use the Variant code. 
     So check your V5 Variant, then 
lookup your Variant on the table 
below to check which oil you 
need.  Do it now and make a 
note of it. 
 

Which Oil Manufacturer? 
 

     I am not going to recommend 
any specific brand or manufac-
turer of oils here, but I am going 
to make the point that if you buy 
a reputable brand with the cor-
rect SAE, ACEA and Fiat classifica-
tion, it will be absolutely fine in 
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Variant MiTo From To SAE ACEA Classification Euro Engine

AXA1B 1.4 TB (155) Petrol 2008 2011 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 4 199A8000

AXB1B 1.4 16V (78) Petrol 2009 2011 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 5 955A1000

AXC1B 1.6 JTDM (120) Diesel 2008 2016 5W-30 ACEA C2 FIAT 9.55535-S1 5 955A3000

AXF1B 1.4 16V (95) Petrol 2009 2014 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 5 199A6000

AXG1A 1.4 TB (120) Petrol 2009 2010 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 4 198A4000

AXH1B 1.3 JTDM (90) Diesel 2009 2010 5W-30 ACEA C2 FIAT 9.55535-S1 4 199A3000

AXL1B 1.4 TB (105) MultiAir Petrol 2010 2013 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 5 955A6000

AXM1A 1.4 TB (135) MultiAir Petrol 2010 2014 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 5 940A2000

AXN11 1.4 TB (170) MultiAir Petrol TCT 2014 on 0W-30 ACEA C2 FIAT 9.55535-GS1 6 940A2000

AXN1B 1.4 TB (170) MultiAir Petrol 2010 2014 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 5 940A2000

AXP1A 1.3 JTDM-2 (95) Diesel 2010 2016 5W-30 ACEA C2 FIAT 9.55535-S1 5 199B1000

AXR11 1.4 TB (135) MultiAir Petrol TCT 2010 2014 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 5 955A7000

AXT1A 1.3 JTDM-2 (85) Diesel 2011 2016 5W-30 ACEA C2 FIAT 9.55535-S1 5 199B4000

AXU1A 1.4 8V (78) Petrol 2011 on 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 5 350A1000

AXU1A 1.4 8V (78) Petrol 2015 on 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 6 350A1000

AXW1B 0.9 TwinAir (85) Petrol 2012 2014 5W-40 ACEA C3 FIAT 9.55535-S2 5 312A2000

AXY1B 0.9 TwinAir (105) Petrol 2013 on 0W-30 ACEA C2 FIAT 9.55535-GS1 6 199B6000

AYB11 1.4 TB (140) MultiAir Petrol TCT 2014 on 0W-30 ACEA C2 FIAT 9.55535-GS1 6 955B1000

AYC1A 1.3 JTDM-2 (95) Diesel 2016 on 0W-30 ACEA C2 FIAT 9.55535-DS1 6 330A1000

EngineMiTo Oil
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your MiTo.  There is a lot of chat 
on social media about Selenia 
being the only oil to safely use in 
an Alfa Romeo, Abarth or Fiat 
because that’s what they recom-
mend, just as every car manufac-
turer has their own recommend-
ed brands based on their com-
mercial arrangements and own-
ership. 
     There are many reputable oil 
manufacturers who meet or ex-
ceed the specification of oil you 
need for your MiTo, and the im-
portant point is to ensure you 
choose the correct SAE, ACEA 

and Fiat classification. 
     I have provided examples for 
all four oil types on the one-page 
handy guide on the next page, 
including Selenia which, in some 
circumstances, is good value, 
though not always available on 
the high street if you need oil 
urgently.  The prices are given 
only as a guide for comparison 
for five litres from Shop4Parts, 
Opie Oils or other reputable re-
tailers.  And don’t forget AROC 
members get discounts at 
Shop4Parts and Opie Oils, so 
shop there first. 
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Selenia
WR Pure 
Energy

Shell Helix 
Ultra Pro

AP-L

Valvoline 
SynPower

ENV C2

Castrol 
Magnatec

C2 

Fuchs 
TITAN GT1 

Pro C2

Motul 8100 
X-Clean EFE

SAE 5W-30
ACEA C2
Fiat 9.55535-S1
Fully Synthetic

1.3 JTDM (85, 90, 95bhp) up to 2016 
(Check Variant on V5)
1.6 JTDM (120)

Price (5 litres) £40.48 £50.95 £41.90 £38.94 £26.95 £49.99

SAE 5W-30 5W-30 5W-30 5W-30 5W-30 5W-30

ACEA C2 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Fiat 9.55535-S1 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

V5 Variant MiTo

AXC1B Most Diesel Models

NOT 1.3 JTDM (95) 2016 on
AXH1B

AXP1A

AXT1A

Selenia
WR 

Forward 

Shell Helix 
Ultra ECT

Fuchs 
TITAN GT1

Motul
8100 

Eco-Clean

Millers Oils 
XF Longlife

C2

Liqui Moly 
Top Tec 

4310

SAE 0W-30
ACEA C2
Fiat 9.55535-DS1
Fully Synthetic

1.3 JTDM (95) 2016 on (Check Variant 
on V5)

Price (5 litres) £55.50 £39.95 £52.90 £54.95 £34.50 £62.00

SAE 0W-30 0W-30 0W-30 0W-30 0W-30 0W-30

ACEA C2 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Fiat 9.55535-DS1 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

V5 Variant MiTo

AYC1A Diesel Models

ONLY 1.3 JTDM (95) 2016 on
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     If you are not certain of your 
exact model of MiTo, check your 
V5 Section 4. Vehicle Details to 
see which Variant your car is.  
The Variant is an accurate refer-
ence for the specific engine in 
your MiTo, validated with the 

DVLA for all UK registered MiTos. 
     Use this Variant to lookup 
which oil your MiTo requires using 
the tables below and double-check 
that your model of MiTo is listed.    
     For each of the four types of oil 
used in the various engines of the 

Alfa MiTo, there are examples of 
oils which meet the standards 
required for your engine. 
     Other oils are available, but 
ensure you check that the mini-
mum classifications are met or 
exceeded by the manufacturer. 

Selenia
Star Pure 

Energy

Castrol 
EDGE 

Titanium

Valvoline 
SynPower

MST C3

Castrol 
Magnatec

Fuchs 
TITAN 

GT1 XTL

Motul
8100 

X-Clean 

SAE 5W-40
ACEA C3
Fiat 9.55535-S2
Fully Synthetic

TwinAir 85
1.4 8V (78bhp)
1.4 16v (78, 95, 120, 155bhp) Manual
1.4 MultiAir (105, 135, 170bhp) Manual
1.4 MultiAir 135bhp TCT

Price (5 litres) £47.50 £38.95 £39.95 £34.99 £26.95 £27.95

SAE 5W-40 5W-40 5W-40 5W-40 5W-40 5W-40

ACEA C3 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Fiat 9.55535-S2 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

V5 Variant MiTo

AXA1B AXL1B AXU1A Most Petrol Models

NOT TwinAir 105
NOT MultiAir 140/170bhp TCT

AXB1B AXM1A AXW1B

AXF1B AXN1B

AXG1A AXR11

Selenia
Digitek Pure 

Energy

Shell 
Helix 
Ultra

Fuchs 
TITAN GT1

Motul 8100 
Eco-Clean 

Millers 
Oils XF 

Longlife

Liqui Moly 
Top Tec 

4310

SAE 0W-30
ACEA C2
Fiat 9.55535-GS1
Fully Synthetic

TwinAir 105
1.4 MultiAir 140/170bhp TCT

Price (5 litres) £52.00 £39.95 £52.90 £54.95 £39.98 £62.00

SAE 0W-30 0W-30 0W-30 0W-30 0W-30 0W-30

ACEA C2 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Fiat 9.55535-GS1 Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

V5 Variant MiTo

AXN11 Petrol Models

ONLY TwinAir 105
ONLY MultiAir 140/170bhp TCT

AXY1B

AYB11



May 2017 - Issue 1 MiTo - AROC MiTo Register Newsletter 

Facebook Group Roundup 
www.facebook.com/groups/arocukmitoreg 

August 2018 - Issue 8 



 

May 2017 - Issue 1 MiTo - AROC MiTo Register Newsletter August 2018 - Issue 8 


