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Unexpectedly Bumper Edition! 

     In the last Newsletter, I said it 
was a bit of a bumper edition as I 
included pictures from both 
MITCAR and Southern Alfa Day.  
Well, this edition is even more 
bumper, but for different reasons! 
     In this edition, I’ve included 
some pictures from the NEC Classic 
Car Show which was another great 
event this year.  But I’ve also 
shared some analysis on our recent 
MiTo Survey which I hope makes 
for some interesting reading, along 
with a definitive battery guide for 
the MiTo which I’ve been working 
on for some time.  And if that was-
n’t enough, I had my recent acquisi-
tion (my 2008 155TB) in for a full 
cambelt service, and Autolusso 
Bournemouth were kind enough to 
allow me to get to grips with the 
process, and it’s a big one! 
     That coupled with various other 
bits and bobs has resulted in what 
is probably the biggest, most 
bumpery edition of our MiTo News-
letter to date. 
     So the next one will, without a 
doubt, be considerably smaller - so 
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please set your expectations now! 
     This edition also represents the 
last one of our 10th Anniversary 
year of the MiTo.  I’m tempted to 
start plastering 11th Anniversary 
images everywhere from January 
but I think that may be taking it a 
bit far.  May have to wait a decade. 
     It seems too soon to be talking 
about Christmas, but there’s no 
escaping the fact that this is the 
December newsletter, so Christmas 
is almost here.  So I would like to 
wish you and your families a won-
derful Christmas, and I want to 
thank you all for such fantastic sup-
port again this year. 
     I aim to continue to do my best 
to support all MiTo owners in 2019,  
and I look forward to new develop-
ments, improvements and fun in 
the coming months. 
     I hope you enjoy this newsletter, 
and I look forward to seeing you at 
an upcoming event soon.  Until 
then, enjoy your MiTo! 

 

MITCAR 2018 

Arbury Hall 
Nuneaton  CV10 7PX  
Sunday 26th August 2018 
 

Organised by the Alfa Romeo Owners Club 

but open to ALL Italian cars. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Spring Alfa Day 

Sun 14th April 2019 
National Motor Museum 

                         Beaulieu  SO42 7ZN 

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club’s first big event 
of the year, Spring Alfa Day will be returning to 
the impressive National Motor Museum at 
Beaulieu.  Tickets will gain entry to the Spring 
Alfa day along with the National Motor Muse-
um, the Palace House and gardens, Beaulieu 
Abbey, cars from TV and Film and the World of 
Top Gear exhibition. 
 

Independence Day:  
Curborough Resurgence 
Thurs 4th July 2019 
Curborough Sprint Course 
Lichfield  WS13 8EJ 

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club MiTo Register 
returns to Curborough for a MiTo-only track 
day.  One car on the track at a time, so a safe 
and fun way to experience your MiTo off the 
public highway.  Food and drink included.  
More details in the New Year. 

See www.aroc-uk.com/events-diary for more 
information about all AROC events. 
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MiTo Register 2019 Calendar 
Now in its’ second year, and still completely free to AROC Members 

     Kirsty Mitchell (our March 
MiTo) could well be the furthest 
North member, living in the area 
of Pitlochry, Scotland.  I’ve rid-
den the A9 Perth to Inverness on 
a motorcycle, passing through 
Pitlochry, and the scenery was 
like nothing I had ever seen be-
fore.  I really must take that road 
again (but in a MiTo this time) so 
hopefully Kirsty will allow a stop 
for a cup of tea and some pic-
tures across Ben Lawers where 
she took her photo. 
     I’ve already been asked by 
non-members where they can 
buy our calendar, but I think it 
should stay as a members-only 
benefit.  It’s a joy to create and 
it’s fantastic to see the results 
(and then see it every day for a 
whole year), but perhaps selfish-
ly I like the thought that it is only 
for the select few, not the mass-
es. 
     And to be honest, packaging 
and posting them is hard 
enough without offering them to 
the whole world! 
     So enjoy your calendar and I 
would like to thank everyone 
who took the time to submit a 
photo and be part of our small 
but perfectly formed annual 
calendar adventure. 
     I look forward to doing it all 
over again in a years time, 
though I think we’ve raised the 
bar quite high... 

the MiTo. 
     You may also have spotted 
that the calendar is a different 
size and style this year.  When 
opened, it is still an A3 size calen-
dar with full A4 pictures of our 
beloved MiTos, but this style was 
much more cost-effective to post 
to everyone!  (Don’t get me 
started on how the Royal Mail 
use cunning sizing for standard 
packets and parcels to squeeze 
the most money out of people!). 
     There were a few last-minute 
updates required before printing, 
including Alex Chapman who had 
his lovely Bronze MiTo 105 pen-
cilled in for May, only to go and 
buy an SBK!  But he rapidly 
turned around a thorough wash 
and polish and went out to find a 
good spot for a new picture 
which is our May photo, and his 
Bronze MiTo is now owned by his 

     All Alfa Romeo Owners Club 
members of the MiTo Register 
will by now have received their 
2019 MiTo Register Calendar, 
after some considerable time in 
preparation, printing and 
posting! 
     I have to say, the finished 
result is a lovely collection of 
what must be some of the best 
looking MiTos in the UK. 
     And we must take a moment 
to give our enormous thanks to 
Michael Ward of Auto Italia 
Magazine who not only did all 
the photography at our MiTo 
10th Anniversary this year, but 
allowed us to use several of 
those fabulous photos in our 
calendar.  And in case you were 
wondering, it is Michael’s lovely 
Quadrifoglio Verde that fea-
tures on the front cover (not at 
his request, just our small way 
of saying thank you). 
     Obviously, having only 
twelve months in a year is a bit 
of a limitation as there were 
more than twelve people 
wanting their MiTo featured, 
but I hope you will agree that 
we’ve achieved a good compro-
mise.  Those who had their cars 
in last years calendar still ap-
pear this year, only not on one 
of the twelve months - you will 
find your car on the back cover 
or at the rear of the calendar. 
     All of this means that the 
owners’ cars in the main calen-
dar are all new cars, not previ-
ously seen on our last calendar, 
which I think and hope is a 
good reflection of our growing 
numbers and our passion for 
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Grandfather so it stays in the fam-
ily. 
     Members who feature in this 
years calendar are as follows: 

 Sam Meyrick 

 Garry Tait 

 Kirsty Mitchell 

 Steve Smith 

 Alex Chapman 

 Bethan Mcleavy 

 Alex Littlewood 

 Stephen Nicholls 

 Hugh Woodward 

 Allie Taylor 

 Stuart Hermiston 

 Owen Reeve 

     And those who appear at the 
back of the calendar are: 

 Paul Newberry 

 Alex Williams 

 Robert Gregory 

 Phil Davies 
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MiTo Register Survey Results 
What you really think of our work! 

not aware of them), so we need 
to do better at sharing our con-
tent so people are aware of it. 
     The charts below about our 
website and these newsletters is 
really telling: 18.5% of people 
didn’t know the website was 
there, and nearly 25% of people 
didn’t know about these news-
letters. 
     Of course, we shouldn’t over-
look the generally good feedback 
about both the website and the 
newsletters -  65% of people 
think the website is either quite 
useful or good, and these news-
letters are liked and read by 53% 
of people and flicked through by 

generated content  so it’s not 
just me blathering on all the 
time. 
     Though I must point out to 
the one person who wanted 
“boobs” in both the newsletters 
and on the website, you may be 
disappointed! 
     Our Youtube channel is cer-
tainly starting to develop, as is 
our Instagram page, though nei-
ther are as popular or as well-
liked as our Facebook group.  
And clearly our Twitter is still in 
its infancy and in truth I need to 
develop a strategy for Twitter as 
I find it a little confusing.  I think 
it may be one of those social 

     In October, we published our 
first ever MiTo Register survey 
with the aim of obtaining anon-
ymous (and therefore, hopeful-
ly, honest) feedback about 
what we are doing with the 
MiTo Register. 
     To everyone who respond-
ed, thank you!  We had a total 
of 173 surveys completed 
which is hugely useful to find 
out if we are doing the right 
things, if we should be doing 
different or more things, and 
also to get some general feed-
back from MiTo owners about 
their cars. 
     I am not sure if this has been 
done previously, either within 
the Alfa Romeo Owners Club or 
more generally, but I aim to 
repeat it every year or so to see 
if we get better, worse or roug-
bly stay the same. 

How are we doing? 

     I think it is fair to say that in 
terms of content (our website 
mitoregister.com, these news-
letters, our Facebook group) we 
are doing pretty well, with 
room for improvement in a 
number of areas.  Our Youtube 
channel, Instagram and Twitter 
can certainly be improved, 
though it is clear that the ma-
jority of people do not actually 
use those channels.  The poor 
results on Twitter feedback are 
not a surprise at all as I’ve yet 
to really get to grips with 
Twitter! 
     As the charts at the top of 
this page show, there are still a 
relatively large number of peo-
ple who do not use any or all of 
the channels online (or were 
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18% of people.  Nobody said that 
either the website or the news-
letters were not good (phew!). 
     For the website, people had 
some great ideas such as a map of 
all Alfa specialists and dealers 
along with independent reviews, 
more news about local meetings, 
more how-to guides, product re-
views and even our own forum.  
Ideas for improving the news-
letters included more basic in-
struction for servicing and regular 
maintenance (hopefully this issue 
shows we listen!), more technical 
articles, a for sale section, own-
ers/members cars, more diesel 
coverage and some user-
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MiTo Register Survey Results 
What you really think of our work! 

for boobs. 

MiTo Events 

     As the feedback on this page 
shows, running MiTo-only events 
seems to be quite a popular con-
cept with around 80% of people 
willing to attend, but the difficul-
ty comes with how far people 
would travel.  The chart below-
right shows that whilst 27% 
would travel 100 miles or even 
more, almost 50% would not 
travel further than 50 miles (10% 
only travelling up to 20 miles).  
Whilst this is entirely under-
standable, it does make it diffi-
cult as we have MiTo owners 
across the country from Cornwall 
up to Scotland. 
     But the chart at the bottom of 
the page shows that there is a lot 
of people willing to attend differ-
ent types of meetings, so my 
feeling is that we should make 
some effort and just try some 
MiTo events and see what hap-
pens, so I will look at possible 
options for 2019. 

media platforms that you just 
need to use a lot, which I don’t 
yet.  Hopefully in time this will 
get easier and, hopefully, 
better!  At least I doubt it can 
get much worse… 
     It is a little disappointing that 
at least one or two simply dis-
like everything we do.  I know 
for sure that the lack of boobs 
is a disappointment to one per-
son, but I will continue to strive 
for good content on all 
platforms and hope next time 
there will be no poor scores. 

What else could we do? 

     In the chart at the top of this 
page, you can see that there is 
some eagerness for additional 
instructional how-to guides and 
videos, along with MiTo specific 
discounts and events.  Clothing 
is often mentioned and the 
feedback suggests that at least 
some would be willing to buy 
MiTo branded clothing, though 
of course the price and quality 
need to be strong. 
     But there were several other 
suggestions too, many of which 
I really liked.  Reaching out to 
other car clubs under the FCA 
banner (e.g. Abarth) was popu-
lar, perhaps resulting in joint 
meets or initiatives.  Several 
people wanted more 
Curborough track days (your 
wish is my command) and Sun-
day drive-outs and meets, but 
there were also calls for better 
Facebook group moderation.  
Some were really keen on more 
3D models and other cool 
things to play with, and of 
course there was one request 
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What you really think of our work! 

many people see their MiTo as a 
little old now, falling behind in 
terms of modern technology and 
connectivity.  Several people 
have growing families and the 
MiTo is unlikely to be big enough 
in the coming years, and there 
are some positive views that 
some people simply wish to try 
something different (be it a 
different Alfa Romeo or another 
manufacturer entirely). 
     As somebody with a passion 
for the MiTo and Alfa Romeo in 
general, I can sympathise with 
everyone’s feedback.  The MiTo 
hasn’t been updated as it should 
have been, and it does fall be-
hind the technology of competi-
tors.  And the disappointing end 
of the MiTo does of course result 
in there not being any new MiTos 
coming through in the coming 
years, which fills me with sad-
ness. 
     And of course, there isn’t 
much you can do to make the 
MiTo bigger or have more doors, 
so for those with young families, 
no amount of spirited driving fun 
and passion can squeeze an ever-

Your MiTo 

     Those who completed the 
survey will have spotted that it 
actually started with questions 
about your MiTo and your rela-
tionship with it.  Let’s start with 
the basics. 
     Over 45% of us have a Multi-
Air, almost 20% have a 120/155 
TB, 11% have a 1.4 non-turbo 
and almost the same have a 
TwinAir.  Excluding those few 
who are yet to own a MiTo, 
that leaves just 6.4% with a 1.6 
diesel and only 4% with a 1.3 
diesel. 
     These findings lead me to a 
number of conclusions about 
what we do, including the need 
for more non-turbo, TB and 
TwinAir information and arti-
cles on our channels.  That’s 
easy for me to say owning a 
MultiAir and a 155 TB, but be-
comes more difficult as I have 
no easy access to TwinAirs, non
-turbos or diesel MiTos.  So I 
will need a little help from 
those owners if we are to in-
clude more content. 
     But there is a more inter-
esting conflict when you look at 
our relationships with our MiTo 
and, more importantly I think, 
what our next car might be. 
     Nearly 77% of people abso-
lutely love their MiTo, but 12% 
of us have a love/hate relation-
ship.  Nobody really dislikes 
their MiTo, but 9% think their 
MiTo is simply “okay”. 
     More worrying I think is that 
when asked whether your next 
car will be a MiTo, only 15% of 
you said yes, definitely.  A 
pretty sizable number of over 
25% said they would definitely 
not get another MiTo, and al-
most 60% said maybe. 
     Thankfully, the survey then 
asked why the respondent gave 
those answers, and the feed-
back was quite telling. 
     A lot of people are clearly 
disappointed that the MiTo has 
ended production.  Many peo-
ple said that because there will 
be no new MiTos they will not 
be getting another.  Similarly, 
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ures represents a high proportion 
(almost 20%) of MultiAir cars 
affected by MultiAir failure.  This 
is significantly higher than I ex-
pected (Alfa Romeo unofficially 
claim less than a 5% failure rate) 
but I have no reason to disbe-
lieve the feedback of 78 owners.  
So this is a concern. 

     Similarly for diesel MiTo own-
ers, with only 18 diesel MiTos 
owned by those who responded, 
to have 6 DPF/EGR issues (33% of 
cars) is pretty poor I think. 
     The other area of concern for 
all MiTos is the Electric Power 
Steering (EPS).  Of the 169 MiTos 
that responded (remember, a 
few respondents do not yet own 
a MiTo), 25 (approx. 15%) have 
had a steering failure.   
     That sounds very bad, but I am 
relatively convinced that several 
of these will have been battery-
related and did not require the 
EPS to be repaired/replaced.  But 
even allowing for a few of those 
battery problems, the total num-

growing number of people in-
side a MiTo.  
     But there is some good news 
for Alfa Romeo.  When asked 
what their next car might be, 
Alfa Romeo faired pretty well, 
which I think is a good indica-
tion of the fun a MiTo can bring 
to an owner. 
     34 people said an Alfa Giuli-
etta was on the cards for their 
next car.  25 aim to buy a Giulia 
next, 7 a Stelvio, 4 want a 4C 
and around a dozen will defi-
nitely buy an older Alfa Romeo 
(GT, Brera, Spider, 147 GTA 
etc).  A handful of us are in wait
-mode for the small Alfa SUV 
(potentially the Giulietta re-
placement), though the FCA 
group overall fairs well too with 
a dozen or so mentions of 
Abarths and the 124, along 
with several people with their 
eyes on a Fiat 500X or a Jeep 
Renegade.  There is even one 
planning to buy a Maserati 
GranTurismo! 
     But it is fair to say that 
around 30 people are likely to 
move away from FCA altogeth-
er, considering cars like the A3, 
Mini, Volvo C30, Fiesta, Polo, 
BMW 1 and 2 series, Seat Leon, 
208 GTI, Clio, Golf and even a 
Porsche and a Lotus. 

MiTo Reliability 

     A key set of questions sur-
rounded the reliability of the 
MiTo, and specifically around 
some key issues for which the 
MiTo is renown (supposedly). 

     As there are 78 MultiAir Mi-
Tos owned by those who re-
sponded to the survey, the to-
tal number of 15 MultiAir fail-
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follows: 

 Suspension (snapped springs 
being common, top mounts, 
leaking shocks) 

 Battery related (warning 
lights, strange failures recti-
fied with a new battery) 

 Clutch (general feeling of 
early wear or failure) 

 Heater (generally resistor 
failure, but matrix and fan 
failures too) 

 Rear brakes sticking 

 Electric windows sticking or 
squeaking 

 Tailgate loom breaking 

 Wheel bearings (early wear) 

 Gearbox issues with the M32 

 Water leaks into the cabin 
(front and rear) 

 Glow plug issue on diesels 

 Paintwork (lacquer peel, 
stone chips) 

 

     This seems like a long list, but 
remember over half the re-
sponses had no issues at all, so 
it’s a mixed bag. 
     In general, there is a slight 
imbalance between the overall 
scores and some of the individu-
al feedback.  An interesting 
question was “Would you rec-
ommend the MiTo to a friend/
relative”.  Over 88% said yes and 
only 3% said no (and 9% said 
maybe).  So I  wonder whether 
the joy and fun of MiTo owner-
ship outweighs some issues. 

ber of steering failures is still sur-
prisingly high. 
     Despite these areas, the overall 
feedback for the MiTo is that it is 
a pretty reliable car, as the graph 
at the top of the page shows.  
Though it is clear that there is a 
proportion of the MiTos that are 
just desperately unreliable, or 
“Friday cars”.  And if you happen 
to own one of those (as a few 
within our number do) you are in 
for a pretty frustrating period of 
ownership, and we see this with a 
few of our members of the Face-
book group, which is very sad to 
see. 
     In terms of other feedback for 
issues experienced, there are 
some general themes.  A high 
number of owners said they had 
experienced no or very few issues 
at all, and that is reflected in the 
results shown in the overall relia-
bility graph. 
     But the themes are broadly as 
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rarely washing it or (potentially 
worse) putting the car through 
an automatic car wash! 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club 

     Of the 173 people who re-
sponded, it was roughly half and 
half in terms of being paid-up 
members of the Alfa Romeo 
Owners Club.  

     I was, and still am, very keen 
to understand why people be-
come members and why others 
do not.  For me, membership of 

Maintaining Your MiTo 

     Only 22% of us use an Alfa 
Romeo dealer for servicing and 
maintenance.  45% use an Alfa 
Romeo Specialist and 32% use a 
local garage.  24% of us will 
have a go ourselves.  And if you 
are wondering why those fig-
ures add up to more than 
100%, it is because many of us 
use a mixture of fixing the easy 
stuff ourselves and using Alfa 
dealers and specialists depend-
ing on the nature of the work. 
     But the chart at the top of 
this page makes for interesting 
reading.  25% of those who use 
a dealer rate the service as bad, 
whereas less than 4% rate their 
Alfa specialist as bad.  Local 
garages also fair quite well at 
less than 10% dissatisfaction. 
     What is difficult to tell from 
these results is whether people 
believe the service from Alfa 
Romeo dealers to be “bad”, or 
just seem bad based on the 
service received for higher 
costs.  My personal experience 
with two Alfa Romeo dealers is 
that they are simply bad (i.e. 
made mistakes, missed items 
expected, poor communication 
etc), so I am minded to think 
that is the likely theme of the 
feedback. 
     So dealers still have a lot of 
work to do to improve, and 
whilst the independent special-
ists are not free from issues, 
they are doing much better. 
     I was delighted to see that 
the majority of us take the time 
to wash our own MiTo, alt-
hough some did confess to 
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join, so I will certainly raise this 
with the AROC team. 

Summary 

     Overall, I think we are doing 
quite well but I always aim to do 
new things and do things better.  
The chart below was one of the 
last questions and is, I hope, a 
good indication that we’re on 
the right track.  I will continue to 
work hard in the months ahead 
to make our MiTo Register a 
warm, welcoming, helpful, open 
and fun place for MiTo owners 
to get help, share experiences, 
support each other, have fun 
and meet other like-minded 
MiTo owners.   

the club delivers enormous bene-
fits both in terms of financial dis-
counts (which far outweigh my 
membership fees, specifically on 
parts and maintenance items and 
not all the extra frivolous addi-
tions I buy for which a discount is 
just a bonus) but more important-
ly in terms of camaraderie.  Our 
MiTo Register (and all the model 
registers) only exist because of 
the Owners Club, and I feel they 
are of benefit to owners of all Alfa 
Romeos, as are our regional sec-
tions and our bi-monthly maga-
zine. 
     When asked what else the Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club could do to 
convince people to join, roughly 
half of those responding 
(unsurprisingly, those who are 
already members) said the club 
represents great value for money.  
But the feedback on this question 
is as split as the membership mix 
of those completing the survey.  
     Several people feel the price is 
too high, which I can appreciate 
for some when recent and contin-
ued austerity might mean making 
choices for where every penny 
goes.  But for the benefits my 
personal view is the fee is about 
right.  Some suggested that per-
haps a monthly or quarterly billing 
(instead of the current annual 
payment) might convince them to 
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     Once you’ve bought your 
tyres from a participating deal-
er (you negotiate your own 
pricing as usual), you simply 
login to Pirelli.co.uk/aroc and 
provide the evidence along 
with your AROC membership 
details and you will receive 
your pre-paid Mastercard load-
ed up with your cash reward.  It 
really couldn’t be any easier. 
     And I know what you’re 
thinking - you can get tyres 
cheaper elsewhere and you’ll 
be limited to where you can 
buy them?  Nope.  You can get 
them from any Alfa Romeo 
dealer or any Pirelli Perfor-
mance Centre - just click FIND 
YOUR DEALER on Pirelli.co.uk 
and enter your Town - there 
are lots near me including 
Halfords Autocentres, Kwik-Fit, 
National Tyres and around sev-
en other independent tyre out-
lets! 

Pirelli Cashback Offer 
AROC Members Special Deal with Pirelli at pirelli.co.uk/aroc 

     The latest fantastic deal with 
Pirelli for AROC members has 
been published, and it’s a bit of 
a stonker! 
     Every time you buy two or 
more Pirelli tyres from partici-
pating dealers, you simply go to 
the Pirelli UK website with evi-
dence of your purchase to 
claim a free “Fuel Gift Card” 
which is actually a pre-paid 
Mastercard which can be used 
at any outlet that takes Master-
card. 
  The value loaded onto the 
Mastercard depends on what 
you purchase and what size 
tyre, but the summary is: 

16” tyres and smaller: 

2 tyres = £10  |  4 tyres = £30 

17” tyres: 

2 tyres = £30  |  4 tyres = £70 

18” tyres: 

2 tyres = £50  |  4 tyres = £100 

     And as if this deal wasn’t 
good enough, you are only lim-
ited to 8 tyres per member per 
year!  So for me I can get tyres 
on my multiple MiTos, but for 

normal  people like you you can 
use the offer for Pirelli tyres on 
your MiTo, your partner’s car 
and even a new set of tyres for 
someone’s Christmas present! 
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2018 NEC Classic Car Show 
The NEC, 9th-11th November 2018 

    The NEC Classic Car Show was 
again a fantastic event and the 
Alfa Romeo Owners Club had a 
fabulous stand in Hall 1.  A special 
treat this year was the 1929 6C 
taken back to its original black and 
green paint. 
     Also featured on the Discovery 
stage were the Wheeler Dealers 
Mike Brewer and Ant Anstead 
along with appearances from Vicki 
Butler-Henderson and Alex Riley 
who are to start filming a new se-
ries together next year.  Fuzz 
Townshend and  Jimmy De Ville 
were also there, along with cars 
from all eras and hundreds of car 
clubs from the UK and Europe. 
     The show included an addition-
al hall filled with cars, and is set to 
grow again next year. 
     If you love cars, this show 
should be on your list to attend in 
2019 as it never fails to disap-
point, and is all indoors! 
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     Many of us service our own 
MiTos, but that is typically oil 
and filter changes, possibly 
some brake pad and disc 
changes and other relatively 
simple tasks that do not need 
the car up on ramps. 
     But a full service, including 
changing the cambelt and wa-
ter pump, is not something I 
would personally risk doing 
myself.  But the team at Au-
tolusso Bournemouth, who 
have done all the tricky stuff on 
my Alfa Romeos for many 
years, allowed me to spend the 
morning with Jack Ealey who 
was doing a full cambelt service 
on my 155TB, so I want to 
share the steps with you so you 
can see what is involved and 
make your own decision. 
     In truth, having seen the 
level of experience, time and 
care that goes into this type of 
service, I certainly intend to 
leave it to professionals like 
Jack at Autolusso Bourne-
mouth, and even if you never 
try this yourself at least you will 
have some understanding of 
the work involved, so you per-
haps will understand the prices 
charged by a good Alfa special-
ist or dealer: it is not a quick 
task and takes a lot of experi-
ence and tools. 
     I should point out that the 
service starts with a very de-
tailed check of virtually every 
component of the MiTo, with 
thorough checks of all electri-
cals, structural, suspension, 
brakes, pipework and safety of 
the car, including a test of the 
brake fluid for water content.  
This results in a full report and 
any advisory information for 

future works or items to keep an 
eye one.  The service also in-
cludes replacing the pollen filter 
in the MiTo cabin, but that’s for 
another time as it is impossible 
to photograph somebody else 
doing it with the limited space 
under the glovebox. 
     So this article focuses on the 
five key tasks: air filter, oil 
change, spark plugs, cambelt and 
water pump.  This applies to all 
petrol 1.4 MiTos (though the air 
filter differs on the non-turbo).  If 
you have a MultiAir, be sure to 
include a change of the MultiAir 
filter/gauze which is detailed in 
our Useful Info section of mi-
toregister.com. 

1. Replace Air Filter 

     The simplest task is to replace 
the air filter. Depending on your 
MiTo, you may have a jubilee clip 
or a CLIC-R hose clamp holding 
your air intake pipe to you air-
box.  If it’s a jubilee clip, simply 
undo this with a screwdriver.  If 
you have a CLIC-R clamp like the 
pictures (pic. 1.1), you can ease 
the clip off with CLIC-R pliers or 
by lifting with a flat-bladed 
screwdriver. 

     Gently prise away the air pipe 
from the airbox (pic. 1.2).  This 
can be a little fiddly but do not 
be tempted to use force – just 
ease it off by pulling in different 
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directions and up and down.   
    As part of the service, we will 
be removing the air pipes any-
way, but to change the air filter 
you can simply remove the air-
box lid.  The airbox has four 
screws which all need to be re-
moved, enabling you to remove 
the airbox lid completely.  The 
left side of the lid has three small 
plastic hinge-type parts which 
feed under the gaps of the lower 
airbox.   
     The existing air filter can be 
withdrawn from the airbox (pic. 
1.3) and replaced with the new 

filter.  Ensure the lips of the new 
filter are pushed down and sit 
snug on the surface of the airbox 
opening. 
     Now tighten the four screws 
holding the airbox lid to the air-
box, ensuring all are aligned and 

Pic. 1.1 

Pic. 1.2 

Pic. 1.3 

Pic. 2.1 
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the airbox lid is tight (it can be a 
struggle initially with a new filter, 
so persevere gently). 

2. Engine Oil Change 

     Changing the engine oil re-
quires several steps.  It is not a 
difficult task but it can feel diffi-
cult when doing on your drive 
with your MiTo up on axle 
stands.  An important point for 
doing this yourself is the safe and 
legal disposal of used engine oil.  
It is illegal to dispose of engine 
oil in the sewerage system and 
used engine oil must be captured 
in a secure container and dis-
posed of at your local council 
household recycling centre. 

2.1 Remove Oil Cap/Engine Cover 

     Firstly, remove the oil cap. 
     On MultiAir engines, the en-
gine cover simply pops off of the 
three mounts (two at the front, 
one at the rear). 
     On 120/155TB engines, there 
are two bolts and two hoses 
(attached with jubilee clips) 
attached to the engine cover 
which must be removed prior to 
being able to lift the engine cover 
away (circled below in pic. 2.1) 



2.2 Remove Undertray 

     The undertray protects the 
engine and components from 
road debris.  The undertray is 
secured with numerous cross-
headed screws which must all 
be removed (the number of 
screws is likely to vary based on 
how old your MiTo is and how 
many screws have been lost!). 

2.3 (Optional) Remove Rein-
forcement Bar      

     The oil can be drained from 
the MiTo with the reinforce-
ment bar in place, but oil tends 
to splash and rebound off the 
bar, so depending on the recep-
tible you have to catch the oil, 
you may consider unbolting the 
off-side bolt and loosening the 
near-side bolt to swing the re-
inforcement bar out of the way. 

2.4 Drain Oil  

     The oil drain plug is at the 
rear of the engine sump.  En-
sure you have a receptacle un-
derneath the vehicle to catch 
the oil, then undo and remove 
the 17mm sump plug enabling 
the oil to drain from the car 
(see pic 2.4 at the top of the 
page). 

2.5 Remove Airbox/Pipework  

     The oil will take a few 
minutes to drain fully, so use 
the time to remove the airbox 
and connecting pipework.  This 
creates space to work around 
the cambelt but also makes 
removal of the oil filter much 
easier as it is hidden low down 

at the front of the engine.   
     Note, you can skip this step if 
you are not replacing the cam-
belt as you can access the oil 
filter with the pipework still in 
situ (it is just slightly difficult to 
do it blind. 
     Begin by removing the breath-
er rail which runs along the top 
of the engine from the air intake 
to the oil segregator, then re-
move the air intake and con-
necting pipes by disconnecting at 
the turbo and the air filter box 
arrowed in pic. 2.5(a).  Note, on 
the 120/155 TB engine, unscrew 
the air intake at the front of the 
engine bay, but on MultiAir en-
gines there is a small 10mm bolt 
below the air intake pipe (image 
below). 

     All hoses are held with either 
CLIC-R or jubilee clips and are 
quite straightforward, but you 
may wish to take a few pictures 
with your smartphone in case 
you need to refer to them later 
when you plumb the pipes back 
in.  Note there is a small hose 
arrowed in pic. 2.5(b) which has 
a single-use/sacrificial clamp.  
Yours will either have the original 
clip or may already have a cable 
tie fitted.  In any event, you will 
need to use a cable-tie when you 
re-fit the air pipes. 

2.6 Remove Oil Filter  

     The oil filter housing is hidden 
quite low at the front of the en-
gine and needs to be removed 
with a 27mm socket.  
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Pic. 2.5(a) Remove breather rail, air pipework and airbox 

Pic. 2.6  Remove oil filter housing with 27mm socket 

Pic. 2.2 

Pic. 2.3 

Pic. 2.5(b) This hose has a sacrificial/single use clamp and needs 
to be replaced with a cable tie when re-fitting 

Pic. 2.4 - Oil drain plug at the rear of the engine sump 
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Breather Rail 

120/155TB only.  

MultiAir has bolt be-

neath air intake pipe  
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Oil segregator 



2.7 Refit Drain Plug  

     Fit a new sump plug washer, 
then re-fit and tighten the 
sump plug (pic. 2.7a). 

Then clean the area to remove 
any oil spillage (pic. 2.7b). 

2.8 Fit New Oil Filter  

     Fit the new oil filter in the 
filter housing cap and apply a 
new sealing ring to the housing 
cap (pic. 2.8).   

     Then fit the new filter and 
housing back into the engine by 
hand, then tighten with a 
27mm socket. 

2.9 Refill Oil  

     Refill the engine with the 
correct amount of the correct 
grade of oil (see the Definitive 
Oil Guide in the Useful Info 
section of our website, mi-
toregister.com), then refit the 
oil cap firmly. 

 

3. Change Spark Plugs 

     It is important to understand 
that the four spark plugs are hid-
den beneath the four ignition 
coils, all of which are connected 
with the coil rail (wiring) which 
has five electrical plugs and an 
earth wire which all need to be 
disconnected (see pic. 3). 

3.1 Disconnect Coil Connections 

     The five coil connectors 
(circled in pic. 3 at the top of this 
page) are removed by sliding the 
small yellow connectors then 
unplugging the connections.  
Disconnect all five plugs (pic 3.1). 

3.2 Remove Coil Earth Wire 

     Unbolt the coil pack earth 
wire (pic 3.2) then move the coil 
pack wiring out of the way.  

3.3 Remove Coil Packs 

     Unbolt and remove each of 
the 10mm bolts retaining the 
four ignition coils (pic. 3.3). 
     Each of the four ignition coils 
can now be gently removed from 
the top of the engine revealing 
the recesses for each of the four 
spark plugs.  
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Pic. 3.2 Unbolt and remove the coil pack earth wire, then the en-
tire coil wiring loom can be moved frontwards out of the way 
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Pic. 2.7(a) 

Pic. 2.7(b) 

Pic. 2.8 

Pic. 3 - Ignition coil layout showing 4x ignition coils, the earth wire 

and the five connectors (circled) which need to be disconnected 

Coil pack 

earth wire 

Ignition coils 

(x 4) 

Ignition Coil 

Pic. 3.1 Disconnect all five coil connections 

Pic. 3.3 Unbolt the four 10mm coil pack securing bolts and gently 
remove each of them from the top of the engine 
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3.4 Remove Spark Plugs 

     With the coils removed and 
the coil connections moved 
frontwards, the spark plug re-
cesses are now visible (see pic. 
3.4 at the top of this page). 
     Using a 16mm spark plug 
socket, gently remove each of 
the four spark plugs and with-
draw them from the engine. 

3.5 Fit New Spark Plugs 

     Apply the new spark plugs by 
hand at first, placing them in-
side the 16mm spark plug sock-
et and carefully tightening 
them into each recess by hand.  

Do all four by hand taking care 
to ensure they each seat cor-
rectly into the thread. 
     Once all four new spark 
plugs are hand-tight, then each 
can be tightened again with the 
16mm socket. 

3.5 Re-Fit Ignition Coils 

     Each of the four ignition coils 
can now be re-fitted by hand 
into the spark plug recesses.  
They simply push down firmly 
and seat on the spark plugs 
(you will hear a ‘pop’ as they 

firmly attach to the spark 
plugs). 

     Once all coils are inserted by 
hand, re-fit the 10mm bolts and 
tighten securely. 

 3.6 Reconnect Coil Connectors 

     Reposition the coil rail and re-
connect each of the five connec-
tion plugs - four of which plug 
directly to each coil (see pic. 3.6 
on the right). 
     Ensure the yellow clips are 
pushed back fully into place to 
secure the plugs.  Check all the 
plugs to ensure they are firm and 
cannot be pulled gently off. 

3.7 Reconnect Coil Earth Wire 

     Reconnect the coil earth wire 
under the bolt and tighten the 
bolt firmly.  
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Pic. 3.6 Reposition the coil rail and reconnect the five connection 
plugs (four of which directly to each coil) 
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Pic. 3.4 Spark plug recesses accessible with coils removed 

Pic. 3.4 Remove all four spark plugs with 16mm plug socket 
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 4. Change Cambelt 

     If you are not changing the 
cambelt and water pump, you 
can skip these sections.  But if 
you are replacing the cambelt, 
you should take the opportuni-
ty to change the water pump 
too whilst it is accessible. 

4.1 Remove front wheel and 
trim panel 

     Remove the front offside 
wheel, then remove the plastic 
side engine protection panel 
from within the wheel arch. 

4.2 Remove Auxiliary Belt 

     With the plastic side panel 
removed from the wheel arch, 
you can see the auxiliary belt at 
the lower side of the engine. 
     Using a 13mm spanner on 
the auxiliary belt tensioner  
(arrowed in pic. 4.2 at the top 
of this page) push and hold 
down in a clockwise direction 
to release the tension on the 
auxiliary belt, then remove the 
belt. 

4.3 Remove Bottom Aux Pulley 

     Remove the three 13mm 
bolts (arrowed in pic 4.3 below) 
on the bottom auxiliary pulley 
and remove it.  

4.4 Take the Weight of the En-
gine on a Jack/Axle Stand 

     To access the cambelt, it is 
necessary to remove the off-
side engine mounts.  For this 

reason, it is imperative that the 
weight of the engine is taken 
with a jack or an axle stand, ide-
ally with a solid block of wood 
between the  jack/stand and the 
bottom of the engine.  Check and 
double check the safety of the 
setup before proceeding. 

4.5 Remove Engine Mounts 

     Firstly,  remove the three 
18mm bolts on the side engine 
mount (see pic. 4.5(a) on the 
right). 
     Then remove the three 15mm 
bolts on the engine mount (see 
pic. 4.5(b) on the right). 
     Finally, remove the five 13mm 
bolts on the engine mount brack-
et (see pic. 4.5(c) on the right). 
     With the engine mounts re-
moved, the weight of the engine 
is now on the axle stand or jack. 

4.6 Remove Cam Covers 

     Once the engine mounts are 
removed you can see the upper 
and lower plastic cam covers. 
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Pic. 4.5(b) Remove three 15mm engine mount bolts 
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Pic. 4.2  Holding the auxiliary belt tensioner with a 13mm span-

ner, push and hold down clockwise to release tension on the belt 

Pic. 4.5(a) Remove three 18mm side engine mount bolts 

Pic. 4.5(c) Remove five 13mm engine mount bracket bolts 

Pic. 4.3 
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     Unbolt and remove the plas-
tic cam covers, and gently ease 

out the electrical hosing which 
is attached to the inside of the 
top cover. 

     You can now see the full 
cambelt and water pump (see 
pic. 4.6 at the top of this page). 

4.7 Lock the Crank 

     Before replacing the cam-
belt, it is critical that neither 
the crankshaft (at the bottom 
of the engine) nor the camshaft 
(at the top of the engine) move 
during removal and installation.  
To facilitate this, a crank locking 
tool is attached to the crank. 
     The crank is slowly rotated 
to align the locating lugs of the 
locking tool.  The locking tool is 
then bolted to the crank gear 
and the crank locking tool se-
curing mount which is between 
the crank gear at the bottom 
and the water pump above (see 
pic. 4.7 on the right of this 
page). 

4.8 Lock or Mark the Camshaft 

     Once the crank (at the 
bottom) is securely locked us-
ing the locking tool, the cam-
shaft (at the top) must also be 
locked or marked. 
     Camshaft locking tools can 
be used, but these require the 
top of the engine to be opened 
to apply the locking tools and 
the MiTo does not really need 
this as long as you or your tech-

nician is experienced and care-
ful. 

       The key is to precisely mark 
the camshaft gear wheel and the 
engine casing in precise align-
ment, so you know the exact 
position of the wheel.  These 
marks are then precisely aligned 
when you refit the new cambelt. 

4.9 Remove Cambelt Tensioner 
and Cambelt 

     Use a 13mm socket or span-
ner to undo and remove the 
cambelt tensioner (arrowed in 
pic. 4.9(a) on the right). 
     You can now completely re-
move the existing cambelt as 
shown in pic. 4.9(b) below right. 
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Pic. 4.9(a) Undo the 13mm cambelt tensioner bolt and remove it 
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Pic. 4.6 Finally the cambelt, cambelt tensioner and water pump 

are visible with the plastic cambelt covers removed 

Pic. 4.9(b) Remove the cambelt 

Water Pump 

Cambelt 
tensioner 

Crank 
(driving) gear 

Camshaft 
gear 

Cambelt 

Pic. 4.7 The crank is slowly rotated to align the locating lug of the 

locking tool which is then bolted in place to hold the crank firm 

Crank locking 
tool 

Crank locking 
tool securing 

mount 
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5. Change Water Pump 

     Before you remove the wa-
ter pump, place a receptacle 
(or bucket) below the engine, 
underneath the cambelt/water 
pump side.  It’s about to get 
very wet… 

5.1 Remove Water Pump 

     Undo the three water pump 
securing bolts (see pic. 5.1(a) at 
the top of this page) then gen-
tly prise the water pump away 
from the engine casing 
(arrowed in pic. 5.1(b) on the 
right of this page).  Once the 
pump feels a little loose and 
(probably) some coolant starts 
to leak, hold the water pump 
firmly and remove it by hand.  
(coolant will pour out for some 
time). 

5.2 Clean Water Pump  Seal 

     To ensure the new water 
pump can seal cleanly with the 
engine casing, it is important to 

thoroughly clean the sealing 
area of the engine casing.  This is 
done initially with a very fine 
wire wool (either by hand or on a 
drill/air attachment), then by 
hand with a razor blade to en-
sure no previous sealant remains 
and the whole area is clean (see 
pic. 5.2 below right, and image 
below). 

 5.3 Apply Sealant to Water 
Pump and Fit 

     Apply fresh sealant to the new 
water pump (see pic 5.3 below 
right) then fit the new water 
pump (see below). 

5.3 Refill Coolant 

     Fill up the coolant and wait for 
it to go down before filling up 
again to the correct level.  
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Pic. 5.2 Clean the water pump seal area thoroughly 
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Pic. 5.1(a) Remove the water pump securing bolts 

Pic. 5.1(b) Prise the water pump away from the engine casing 

Pic. 5.3 Apply fresh sealant to the water pump before fitting 
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6.3 Remove Crankshaft Locking 
Tool and Rotate Engine 

     Unbolt and remove the crank-
shaft locking tool (see pic 6.3 on 
the right). 
     Now rotate the crank using a 
ratchet or socket and ensure the 
engine turns at least two full cy-
cles with no issues.  The camshaft 
markings should still re-align as 
you turn full cycles. 

6.4 Re-Fit Cambelt Covers 

     Carefully feed the wires into 
the top of the plastic cambelt 
cover and re-fit the cambelt co-
vers (see pic. 6.4 on the right). 

6.5 Re-Fit Side Engine Mount 
Bracket 

     Copper grease should be ap-
plied to the threads of the side 
engine mount bracket, then the 
bracket is bolted back onto the 
side of the engine (see pic. 6.5 
below/right) with five 13mm 
bolts.. 

6.6 Re-Fit Side Engine Mount 
Bracket 

     Copper grease should be ap-
plied to the threads of the engine 

Pic. 6.4 Re-fit the plastic cambelt covers (feeding wiring through) 
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6. Fit New Cambelt 

6.1 Fit and Align Cambelt and 
Cambelt Tentioner 

     Begin by fitting the new cam-
belt tensioner but do not fully 
tighten. 

      Now the new cambelt can 
be fed into place carefully, en-
suring all the teeth are correct-
ly seated in each gear wheel. 

     It is important to now rotate 
the cambelt tensioner slightly 
anti-clockwise to align the 
markings circled in pic. 6.1 at 
the top of this page.  This cre-
ates the correct tension.  Finally  
check the tensioner and fully 
tighten it. 

6.2 Check and Double-Check 
Camshaft Alignment 

     Ensure the markings on the 
camshaft gear and the engine 
casing are still in perfect align-
ment.  

Pic. 6.1 Cambelt tensioner alignment 

Pic. 6.3 Unbolt the crankshaft locking tool 
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Pic. 6.5 Side engine mount bracket is bolted back in place 
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     You can now remove the 
axle stand/jack which is holding 
the weight of the engine as the 
engine mounts are now back in 
place. 

6.9 Re-Fit Air Intake Pipework, 
Breather Rail and Air Box 

     Re-fit all the air intake pipes 
and hoses, re-fitting the CLIC-R or 
jubilee clips correctly.  Ensure the 
small hose at the bottom of the 
air intake pipe (just to the left of 
the turbo connection) has a new 
cable tie fitted (see pic 6.9 on the 
right).  
     Re-fit the breather rail (pic. 
below) and tighten the clips then 
finally re-fit the air-box. 

     Check and double-check all 
hoses and connections are tight 
and fitted correctly.  Refer to 
your pictures you took at the 
beginning. 

6.10 Re-Fit Engine Cover 

     Re-fit the engine cover and 
tighten the top hoses (12/155TB 
only) as per pic. 6.10 right). 

6.11 Run Engine and Check 

     Check the coolant and oil lev-
els and top-up if needed. Start 
the engine and check there is no 
fluid leaks and the engine is run-
ning fine. 

6.12 Re-Fit Undertray 

     Re-fit the undertray and lower 
the car. 

6.13 Test Drive and Check Fluids 

     Test drive the car to get it to 
operating temperature, then do 
a final oil and coolant level check 
and top-up as necessary. 
     Your MiTo is fully serviced. 

Pic. 6.10 Re-fit engine cover and hoses (120/155TB) 
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mounts, then the engine 
mounts should be bolted on, 
firstly the three 18mm bolts on 
the side engine mount then the 
three 15mm bolts on the en-
gine mount. 

6.7 Re-Fit Auxiliary Pulley and 
Belt 

     Re-fit the lower auxiliary 
pulley wheel with the 13mm 
bolts.  

     To fit the new auxiliary belt, 
use a 13mm spanner on the 
end of the auxiliary belt ten-
sioner (circled in pic. 6.7 at the 
top of this page) and push and 
hold down clockwise to release 
the tension, enabling you to 
feed the new auxiliary belt into 
place before releasing the 
spanner on the tensioner. 
     Check the auxiliary belt is 
tight, fed correctly and all the 
teeth are seated correctly. 

6.8 Re-Fit Side Engine Splash 
Guard and Front Wheel 

     Re-fit plastic side engine 
guard liner in the front wheel 
arch with a cross-head screw-
driver, then re-fit the off-side 
front wheel.  

Pic. 6.7 Fit new auxiliary belt by slackening off the tensioner 

Pic. 6.9 Refit air pipework and hoses, ensuring the lower hose 

shown below is held with a new cable tie 
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Pic. 6.13 Test drive to reach operating temperature then check oil 
and coolant levels again and top-up if necessary 
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a free bag of chips locally if you 
are staying over on the Satur-
day night.  We will look into 
sorting something for everyone 
nearer the time.  The roads are 
pretty slow through the cattle 
grids in the New Forest but it’ll 
be worth it for the views and 
New Forest ponys! 
     So be sure to get Spring Alfa 
Day on your new MiTo calendar 
for Sunday 14th April and 
watch out for information in 
the New Year about tickets, 
member discounts and a small 
MiTo gathering on the Saturday 
night. 

Spring Alfa Day 2019 
SpAD is coming to Beaulieu for 2019 on Sunday 14th April  

     I am delighted to say the 
2019 Spring Alfa Day will again 
be held at the National Motor 
Museum at Beaulieu. 
     I am delighted for two rea-
sons: firstly, it’s pretty close to 
home for me living on the 
South coast, but also having 
had a couple of very wet events 
in 2018 it’s always good to have 
a huge indoor museum right 
next to our cars in case we 
need to escape the weather!  
And it’s a great location to 
make a weekend of it with the 
kids. 
     Having said that, the last 
SpAD at Beaulieu in 2016 was 
fabulous weather, with hun-
dreds of Alfa Romeos in attend-
ance and over 1,000 people 
visiting our show.  You may 
notice I’ve slipped in a picture 
of my old Alfa GT at the bottom 
of this page just for good meas-
ure! 
     With over 250 vehicles on 
display in the museum includ-
ing F1 cars and pioneering land 
speed record holders, the 
World of Top Gear exhibition 
with Top Gear challenge vehi-
cles, TV and movie cars includ-
ing Mr Bean’s Mini, Del Boy’s 
Reliant Van and the flying Ford 
Anglia from Harry Potter, racing 
circuits and play areas for the 
kids as well as the Beaulieu 
Abbey, Monorail and Veteran 
Bus rides, there is plenty to do 
once you’ve walked around the 
enormous array of Alfa Romeos 
on display. 
     We aim to have Italian food, 
ice cream and various stalls 
along with our AROC shop, and 
like all Owners Club events they 
are open to members and non-
members alike (though of 
course members will receive a 
discount). 
     Whilst this may be a long 
trek for some MiTo owners, it 
will certainly be worthwhile, 
and if you are making a week-
end of it and plan to stay down 
South the night before, we plan 
to have a small gathering, pos-
sibly a little MiTo drive-out and 

Photo © Andrew Winter 
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Independence Day : Curborough Resurgence 
Curborough MiTo Track Day booked for 4th July 2019 

     Following our successful 
MiTo 10th Anniversary this year 
at Curborough Sprint Course, I 
am delighted to confirm that 
we have again booked 
Curborough for Thursday 4th 
July, which we have cunningly 
and quite pointlessly named 
Independence Day: Curborough 
Resurgence. 
     Almost everyone who 
attended the last event at 
Curborough has asked if there 
will be another, so this was a 
natural event to confirm.  But 
like all tracks, large or small, 
they are almost impossible to 
book at weekends unless we 
pay thousands, so it has to be a 
week day, and what better date 
to pick than Independence 
Day? 
     Event details will be con-
firmed in the New Year, so 
there is nothing to do yet, oth-
er than put Thursday 4th July in 
your calendar and book the day 
off work (or start thinking of 
believable excuses for a sudden 
illness that might mean you 
can’t work that day). 
     Just like the 10th Anniver-
sary event, food and drink will 
be provided and you can expect 
some safe fun on the track with 
only one car on the track at a 
time and it promises to be a lot 
of fun, even without a special 
guest, and I will aim to get a 
photographer present.  As al-
ways, huge discount for AROC 
members who will take priority 
for places which will be limited.  
Look forward to seeing you 
there! 
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Finding a very early MiTo and returning it to glory 

     Fairly typically, I was watch-
ing eBay for MiTos and I 
spotted a very early 155TB for 
sale at a cheap (under £2,000) 
price with a recognisable RE58 
C-- registration.  There are sev-
eral of these around and virtu-
ally all of them were registered 
by Alfa Romeo UK prior to the 
UK launch of the MiTo in Janu-
ary 2009.  Some were press 
cars (used by various maga-
zines), some were Alfa Romeo 
cars for shows (e.g. the London 
Motor Show) and many were 
used at Alfa Romeo dealers as 
demo cars. 
     There are a number of give-
aways as to whether an early 
58-reg MiTo was one of these 
cars: They typically are either 
Alfa Red or Giulietta Red, many 
have black leather and all have 
Veloce specification with dual-
zone climate control.  Other 
than those features, the only 
sure-fire way of knowing if it is 
an Alfa press car is checking the 
first owner and the first pre-
delivery inspection in the ser-
vice book.  Press cars were all 
owned by Alfa Romeo UK as 
the first owner, and they all had 
the PDI and potentially a first 
service at the Alfa Press Garage 
in Maidenhead. 
     So I was far from certain that 
this (relatively) cheap MiTo on 
eBay was a press car, but it had 
all the signs of being one.  And 
in any event, since my QV went 
off to be built into an Alfa 
Championship race car and my 
new Veloce is starting to show 
some miles, I was in the market 
for another MiTo to share my 
daily use.  Though in truth I was 
looking for a normally aspirated 
1.4 or a 1.3 diesel, but these 
things happen. 
     I should make the point that 
I’ve bought many, many Alfa 
Romeos on eBay by going mad 
with bidding and paying far too 
much for what turned out to be 
relatively unloved Alfas.  So this 
time I knew what I wanted to 
pay, put that bid in, and if I did-
n’t win it then it wasn’t meant 
to be. 

Photo © Andrew Winter 

     Well, it was meant to be.  
     But like so many cars, some-
thing that looks shiny in pic-
tures and something described 
as “really nice condition” can 
often be a little disappointing in 
real life.  Don’t get me wrong, I 
was delighted when I collected 
it as it drove like a dream.  But 
the bonnet had had years of 
dodgy touch-ups, there was a 
nasty dent on the rear quarter, 
the Alfa badges were faded 
beyond recognition and the 
brake calipers were in a terrible 
shape. 
     Driving the car, the brakes 
were pretty poor and I could 
hear years of leaves inside the 
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so I knew the car was a little 
special. 
     Over the coming weeks, the 
MiTo was to receive many 
hours of labour.  Anyone with 
an Alfa Red car will know that 
matching the paint after a dec-
ade is almost impossible, and 
once you start identifying the 
areas that need some paint-
work you realise that virtually 
every panel needs something. 
     So I bought a number of 
parts from the AROC Parts Ser-
vice and a few from Partsworld 
and Shop4Parts (all with my 
Owners Club membership dis-
count) including new front 
grilles, a new rear diffuser, new 
rear tailgate release badge and 
a variety of little bits and bobs 
including new number plates 
and new discs and pads all 
round which I fitted without 
drama. 
     With virtually a complete 
respray in Alfa Red, I decided to 
go slightly unoriginal with Tita-
nium light surrounds and mir-
ror covers to bring the car a 
little up to date. 
     With no obvious evidence of 
a cambelt change, the car had a 
full service with fresh cambelt 
and waterpump and it contin-
ues to drive like a dream.  
Whilst at my local Alfa special-
ist (Autolusso Bournemouth) I 
spotted an almost new Pioneer 
SPH-DA120 that they had just 
removed from a 159.  A quick 
cash deal later (and having or-
dered a new fascia and the 
right leads off the internet) that 
was fitted so I had full Apple 
Carplay. 
     There are still many things I 
would like to do (primarily the 
wheels and calipers, which will 
probably wait until after win-
ter).  I took the liberty of swap-
ping gear knobs with my QV 
before it went off for the race 
build, so there’s a little of my 
QV in this car now. But so far 
I’m delighted with what has 
been achieved at a relatively 
low cost for what I consider to 
be a rather special MiTo.  And a 
truly brilliant daily driver. 

heater fan, but the engine and 
gearbox were fantastic so I 
knew I had a good one. 
     With a little over 105,000 
miles, the car had a full service 
history, albeit the last few years 
at local Halfords Autocentres.  
But the first PDI was indeed 
performed at the Alfa Romeo 
Press Garage in Maidenhead, 
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     By now you will know that 
your MiTo needs a good battery 
charge to avoid both erroneous 
and genuine issues.  From small 
but occasionally worrying warn-
ing lights to major issues such 
as power steering, many com-
ponents on the MiTo need a 
strong voltage from the 
battery, and as most of our 
MiTos start to get over three or 
four years old, a new battery is 
something you should be con-
sidering. 
     But the question is, what 
battery do you need? 

     If you need spark plugs, you 
can just look up which ones you 
need in the back of your own-
er’s manual (or look in the Use-
ful Info section of our website 
to download the owner’s man-
ual for your car).  But the sec-
tion in the owners’ manual for 
replacing the battery simply 
states “replace the battery with 
another original battery with 
the same specifications”.  Not 
very helpful, particularly if your 
MiTo is already fitted with what 
is clearly a replacement brand 
battery. 
     So this article aims to give 
you the information you need 
to choose a new battery for 
your MiTo.  We do not recom-
mend any specific brand, 
though we do give some exam-
ples for cost comparison and 
we’ve highlighted which ones 
we think are the best buy.  But 
like all components that are 
important to the MiTo and, 
even more importantly, your 
safety, choose a reputable 
brand with a long history and 
recognise that quality some-
times costs money and a brand 
you have never heard of are 

battery terminals.  By applying the 
correct current to the battery 
(charging it) lead and lead dioxide 
forms on the plates so you can 
keep using the battery for several 
years. 
     Lead-acid batteries, having 
been in use for years, are well-
established and were of course 
fitted to all early MiTos before 
stop/start was introduced.  Wet 
batteries typically arrive charged 
and ready to use, and should be 
maintenance-free. 
     EFB batteries, or “Enhanced 
Flooded Batteries” basically follow 
the same structure and process 
that is used in standard lead-acid 

unlikely to give you years of trou-
ble-free motoring.  Though I will 
share a little information about 
certain brands that may surprise 
you. 

Battery Basics 

     Let’s start with some basics 
about car batteries.  Broadly, in 
modern cars, there are three 
types of battery.  The lead-acid 
battery and the EFB battery (both 
called “wet” or “flooded” batter-
ies) and the AGM battery (a “dry” 
battery). 
     [Warning: nerd paragraph] 
The lead-acid battery has been in 
use since the late 19th century, 
and consists of cells of two 
plates, one being made of lead 
and the other of lead dioxide.  
Each cell can produce about 2-
volts of energy, so most car 
batteries have six cells making 
them a 12-volt battery.  The 
plates are submerged in sul-
phuric acid that acts as a catalyst 
to trigger a reaction on the lead 
dioxide plates that creates ions 
and lead sulphate.  Those ions 
then react to the adjacent plate 
to produce hydrogen and lead 
sulphate which results in a chem-
ical reaction to produce elec-
trons.  Those electrons race 
around the plates and generate 
electricity which flows out of the 

batteries, but they have been 
improved to more effectively 
cope with the increased de-
mands of a car with stop/start 
(when the MiTo stops the en-
gine in traffic, your lights, radio 
and air-conditioning keep work-
ing so are a drain on your 
battery, then your battery needs 
to start the engine to move on).  
EFB batteries typically have 
thicker lead plates and are 
equipped with forms of 
polyfleece linings to those lead 
plates.  Over time, the lead 
plates in a standard lead-acid 
battery degrade (or sulphate) 
and become less effective, so 
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the polyfleece covering and 
thicker plates in an EFB battery 
enables more punishment over 
longer periods, so in theory last 
longer than standard lead-acid 
batteries. 
     AGM batteries, or 
“Absorbent Glass Mat” batter-
ies contain a special glass mat 
separator between the battery 
plates.  This material can be 
saturated with electrolyte and 
therefore store it in a “dry” or 
suspended state rather than in 
liquid form.  AGM batteries 
were developed for use by the 
military in the 1980s, though in 
recent years some car manu-
facturers have started fitting 
them as standard in modern 
road cars.  AGM batteries last 
longer and can run many more 
cycles of stop/start than both 
lead acid and EFB batteries, but 
that is also reflected in the 
price.  
     MiTos without stop/start can 
be fitted with a standard lead-
acid battery.  MiTos with stop/
start were fitted with an EFB 
battery from the factory and 
must be fitted with either an 
EFB or AGM battery. 

Battery Size 

     All car batteries have to 
physically fit a given maximum 
space, and that can often vary 
through the years of produc-
tion of a car.  But the MiTo has 
always been relatively con-
sistent.  Car batteries are meas-
ured, pretty obviously, by 
length, width and height, based 
on the space in the engine bay 
and the standard size of the 
battery tray.  But there are also 
less-common battery configura-
tions with the positive and neg-

S S S

S

S

S

S

ative terminals the wrong way 
round for the MiTo.  So it is good 
practice to lift your bonnet, 
measure your current battery 
size and take a picture of it for 
reference whilst you look for a 
new battery. 
     There are three sizes of 
battery used in the MiTo, with 
the majority having an ‘027’ type 
which measures 242mm (l) x 
175mm (w) x 190mm (h).  Some 
of the 1.6 diesel MiTos have a 
slightly longer ‘096’ type battery 
measuring 278mm long.  If you 
have a non-turbo petrol MiTo or 
an early 120/155TB, there is a 
chance that your MiTo may have 
the smaller length ‘012’ type 
battery (207mm long).   
     Most batteries will have a type 
designation label or sticker 
(‘012’, ‘027’ or ‘096’) so for sim-
plicity you should stay with that 
size, though there is a larger se-
lection of suitable batteries in the 
more common ‘027’ (242mm) 
size if there are good deals to be 
had.  But you should only buy a 
battery with at least (or more) 
power than your existing battery. 
     Obviously, the battery tray 
allows up to 278mm length for 
the larger ‘096’ batteries, but 
there should be a detachable 
plastic retainer for smaller 
batteries, so if your MiTo has the 
278mm battery this will have 
been removed so it is likely sim-
pler just to stay with an ‘096’.   
     In truth, the physical size of 
the battery makes little differ-
ence other than ensuring it is 
securely attached to your MiTo 
with the hold-down strap.  So 
choose the battery based on 
getting the most power for your 
money, coupled with the guaran-
tee that comes with it.  But be 

careful not to trust online sites 
where you have to enter your 
registration or model of MiTo for 
it to tell you what battery size 
you need - I tested dozens of 
these and almost all of them pro-
duced incorrect results. 
     Finally, a quick word about 
Halfords battery size coding; the 
industry standard of ‘027’ for 
242mm seems to have been 
needlessly re-invented at 
Halfords.  Instead, they use the 
code “013” for no apparent rea-

son, whereas every other outlet 
manage to sell the exact same 
batteries with the correct coding.  
Halfords still, inexplicably, use 
the ‘012’ and ‘096’ codes. 

Battery Power 

     The power and longevity of 
car batteries is graded in Amp 
Hour (Ah, e.g. 60Ah) ratings.  This 
is a common grade across all car 
batteries to help people under-
stand how long a battery would 
last if it was not charged.  But 
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batteries are also graded by 
Cold Cranking Amps (CCA, but 
often just labelled as A e.g. 
540A) which is the amount of 
power they have to start the 
engine in cold weather.  For 
both grades, the higher the 
better (and more expensive). 
     Amp Hour ratings can be 
complicated to understand for 
any given vehicle and will vary 
significantly based on the kind 
of use the vehicle has.  But a 
battery with, say, 60Ah, can 
produce 60 amps for one hour, 
6 amps for ten hours, 0.6 amps 
for a hundred hours and so on.  
A typical car like a MiTo might 
draw perhaps 0.03 amps per 
hour just sitting switched off, so 
a battery with a good Amp 
Hour rating will last a few 
months without charge (e.g. a 
60Ah battery drawing 0.03 
amps should, in theory, last 
2,000 hours or 83 days).  But of 
course most of our cars get 
used often so receive charge to 
maintain them when the en-
gine is running. 

     The Cold Cranking Amps 
(CCA) rating indicates how 
many amps a 12v car battery 
can deliver to start an engine at 
0°F (-18°C) for 30 seconds with-
out dropping below 7.2 volts.  
Most low compression MiTos 
(e.g. 1.4) will start fine in the 
UK winters with over 400 amps, 
though Alfa Romeo typically 
installed at least 450A/CCA 
batteries from the factory.  
Higher compression (e.g. 1.6 
diesels) need higher. 
     In markets such as Denmark 
this number is much more im-
portant, but as more and more 
MiTos adopted stop/start it 
became more common to see 
540A, 560A and 640A ratings as 

really only one choice!).  Buy a 
RAC-branded battery from the 
RAC and it’s actually a re-
packaged Varta, just more expen-
sive.  Visit any ATS Euromaster, 
KwikFit or National Tyres and Au-
tocare centres and your option 
will be a Platinum battery. 
     Fundamentally, your decision is 
likely to come down to which 
brand offers the most power in 
the correct size for the least 
amount of money.  And your only 
other consideration should be the 
guarantee that is offered which, 
hopefully, will be a good sign of 
both longevity and reputation. 

Where to buy 

     Buying a car battery normally 
comes down to three options: 
buying online (e.g. tayna.co.uk), 
buying at a local service/MOT 
location (e.g. KwikFit, ATS) or buy-
ing from a local motor factors 

a matter of course.  If you live 
further up North or in Scotland, 
pay a little more attention to this 
rating as even though your MiTo 
may only need 400A, an extra 
hundred or so more amps for 
cold starting could make your life 
that little easier for half the year. 

Brands 

     Like many parts for your car, 
there can be brand snobbery 
about batteries.  In truth, as long 
as the battery is of a reputable 
manufacturer with good standing 
and comes with a good guaran-
tee then the make of battery is 
not hugely important for the Mi-
To.  The original batteries in-
stalled on FCA vehicles are from 
Exide, a USA-based manufacturer 
with a global footprint, and in 
many of the battery sizes the 
Exide batteries represent the 
best buy for the MiTo.  German 

batteries from Varta and Bosch 
are good quality as are some UK-
based manufacturers such as 
Numax (Lucas batteries now also 
being made by Numax).  Go into 
any Halfords store and you’ll 
have two choices of either the 
Japanese Yuasa or the Halfords 
own-brand (which are actually re
-packaged Yuasa batteries, so 

(e.g. Halfords).  Of course, you 
could buy from your local Alfa 
Romeo dealer if you’re happy to 
buy an Exide battery for twice 
the price that you can get one 
anywhere else. 
     It is worth mentioning that 
one of the most costly places to 
buy a battery seems to be at a 
local service/MOT station.  I vis-
ited my local ATS Euromaster, 
KwikFit and National Tyres cen-
tres for comparison (politely 
pretending I knew nothing about 
my odd little Italian car or 
batteries in general) and I was 
surprised that all of them sold 
the (very good) Platinum batter-
ies, and without exception 
pushed me towards their most 
expensive AGM batteries which 
were significantly higher cost 
than could be found from other 
outlets and manufacturers in the 
UK.  All offered an all-inclusive 
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price with fitting, but even 
without this service the pricing 
was very expensive. 
     Halfords pricing is not too 
bad, though again I visited a 
few Halfords stores along with 
various local independent mo-
tor factors in my area who sell 
the same Yuasa batteries as 
Halfords and the local inde-
pendent prices were over-
whelmingly less than the 
Halfords prices (though of 
course AROC members can 
receive 10% discount at 
Halfords).  So give your local 
motorist shops a chance before 
diving straight to your keyboard 
or your local Halfords.  Outlets 
such as Euro Car Parts, GSF Car 
Parts and Car Parts 4 Less have 
hugely inflated battery prices to 
cover their never-ending dis-
count codes of 50% or 60% 
online so it’s often worth 
checking those sites as, occa-
sionally, they have realistically 

priced batteries which, with up 
to 60% off, can be the cheapest 
price bar far.  But never buy from 
those sellers without a discount 
code as all their prices are inflat-
ed to cater for discounts at the 
checkout. 
     Without question though, the 
most expensive places to buy 
your battery seem to be the AA 
and the RAC, both charging sig-
nificantly more than can be ob-
tained anywhere else, though I 
suspect that simply plays to the 
immediacy of a poor soul who 
needs a battery from a patrol 
who has been called to a dead 
battery. 
     If you are confident changing 
your battery yourself, buying 
online can often achieve the best 
price, but take a little time to 
check who you are buying from.  
Having a 4 or 5 year guarantee 
on a battery has little value un-
less you’ve first ascertained what 
you need to do if you have a 

problem.  Reputable online 
sellers such as tayna.co.uk have 
real people to speak to who 
know about batteries; eBay 
sellers who bought a job-lot of 
unbranded batteries may be less 
useful in the event of a guaran-
tee issue. 

Changing your battery 

     Actually changing your battery 
is a simple process that you 
should not be afraid of.  That 
said, there are some important 
points to mention, primarily for 
your safety.  Always disconnect 
the negative terminal of the 
battery first and place the battery 
connector safely away (I always 
pop it in a small Tupperware con-
tainer so it doesn’t touch any-
thing).  The car is earthed with 
the negative terminal, so if you 
disconnected the positive first 
you could touch the car with a 
spanner and cause a short, so 
always disconnect the negative 

terminal before the positive. 
     Never, ever allow a spanner or 
any metal object to touch both 
the positive and negative termi-
nals.  This would be extremely 
hazardous. 
     When re-connecting your new 
battery, connect the positive 
terminal first, then the negative. 
     There are only three bolts to 
undo to change your battery: the 
negative terminal, the positive 
terminal and the bolt for the hold
-down strap.  However, whilst a 
couple of spanners will work for 
the terminals, you will need a 
socket set with an extension long 
enough to reach down to the 
base of the battery to release the 
strap, so check you have the right 
length of tool before ordering a 
new battery. 
     If your MiTo has its’ original 
stereo, you will not need to re-
enter a radio code.  This only 
happens if you have fitted a 
different head unit. 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club MiTo Register Newsletter 

Always disconnect the negative terminal first.  When recon-

necting, connect the positive terminal first. 

Positive terminal is closest to the windscreen.  Negative terminal 

is closest to the front of the car. 

December 2018 - Issue 10 



Alfa Romeo Owners Club MiTo Register Newsletter 

MiTo Battery Guide 
The definitive guide to help you get the best battery for your MiTo 

     The MiTo can have one of 
three different physical sizes of 
battery: the ‘012’ type which is 
207mm long, the ‘027’ type 
which is 242mm long, or the 
‘096’ type which is 278mm long.  
All types are 175mm wide and 
190mm tall. 
     Your existing battery will likely 
have the ‘012’, ‘027’ or ‘096’ 
designation written on it, but 
you can check by measuring your 
battery.  For simplicity, stay with 

the same size battery as your 
existing one when choosing a 
new battery. 
     If your MiTo does not have 
the stop/start feature, you may 
fit an appropriately sized WET 
battery from the first page.  If 
your MiTo does have the stop/
start feature (even if it does not 
appear to work) you must fit the 
correctly sized EFB or AGM 
battery from the second page.  
EFB batteries were fitted to stop/

     Simply identify your battery 
size (‘012’, ‘027’ or ‘096’) then 
decide on the best performance 
and guarantee available within 
your budget. 
     Once you have decided on 
your battery, search and contact 
all outlets with your battery in-
formation to obtain the best 
possible price. 
     Prices and notes are only for 
comparison and correct at No-
vember 2018 so will vary. 

Exide
EB500
079SE

Exide
EA530 Premium

Varta
012 C22 Blue 

Dynamic

Bosch
S4 002

Halfords
HCB012

Yuasa YBX5012

Ah 50 53 52 52 50 52

CCA (A) 450 540 470 470 440 480

Guarantee 3 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 5 years

Price Guide £50 £55 £55 £60 £85 £75

Notes £96 at Euro Car Parts £81 at Car Parts 4 Less £135 at Euro Car Parts
£113 at The RAC

Re-packaged Yuasa 
YBX3012 (available for 
£54 elsewhere)

In Halfords as 
HSB012 for £103

S

start MiTos by the factory and 
are more than adequate for the 
MiTo, however, newer technolo-
gy in AGM batteries can deliver 
benefits albeit at a premium.   
     Online sites such as 
tayna.co.uk provide good search 
facilities and extremely competi-
tive prices, but do not use online 
site search facilities using your 
registration or MiTo model as a 
criteria - almost all sites produce 
incorrect results. 

Exide
EB620
Excell

Numax
027

Varta
027 D15 Silver 

Dynamic

Bosch
S5 005

Halfords
HCB013

Yuasa YBX5027

Ah 62 60 63 63 60 62

CCA (A) 540 540 610 610 540 620

Guarantee 3 years 3 years 5 years 5 years 4 years 5 years

Price Guide £50 £55 £70 £79 £92 £79

Notes £119 at Euro Car Parts Also as RAC003 (re-
packaged) from the RAC 
for £155 fitted

£166 at Euro Car Parts
£145 at RAC

Re-packaged Yuasa 
YBX3027 (available for 
£66 elsewhere)

In Halfords as HSB013
for £110

S

Exide
EA770
067TE

Bosch
S5 008

Varta
E44 Silver 
Dynamic

Lucas
LS096

Supreme

Halfords
HCB096

Yuasa
YBX5096

Ah 77 77 77 78 75 80

CCA (A) 760 780 780 780 680 760

Guarantee 4 years 5 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 5 years

Price Guide £69 £87 £80 £78 £101 £80

Notes £174 at Euro Car Parts £129 at Car Parts 4 Less
£198 at Euro Car Parts

Also as RAC002 (re-
packaged) from the RAC 
for £178 fitted

Re-packaged Yuasa 
YBX3096 available for 
£70 elsewhere

In Halfords as HSB096
for £120

S
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Exide
027 EL600

EFB

Varta
D53 Start-Stop 

EFB

Bosch
S4 E05

Halfords
EFB013

Yuasa
YBX7027 EFB

Start Stop

Enduroline
027 EFB

Ah 60 60 60 60 60 60

CCA (A) 640 560 560 560 560 640

Guarantee 3 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 4 years 4 years

Price Guide £85 £95 £98 £124 £80 £87

Notes £250 at Euro Car Parts £212 at RAC
£260 at Euro Car Parts

Re-packaged Yuasa 
YBX7027

£195 at The AA
£220 at GSF Car Parts

S

Lucas
LF027

Fusion AGM

Exide
EK600

027 AGM

Varta
D62 Start-Stop 
Plus 027 AGM

Bosch
S5 A05
AGM

Yuasa
YBX9027 

AGM

Platinum
AGM027E

Ah 60 60 60 60 60 60

CCA (A) 680 680 680 680 680 680

Guarantee 4 years 3 years 4 years 5 years 4 years 3 years

Price Guide £90 £115 £125 £140 £105 £152

Notes £299 at Euro Car Parts £234 at The RAC £115 at Halfords £152 at KwikFit
£175 at ATS Inc fitting

S

Exide
EK700

096 AGM

Varta
E39 Start-Stop 
Plus 096 AGM

Bosch
S5 A08

096 AGM

Halfords
096AGM

Yuasa
YBX9096

Lucas
LF096 Fusion

AGM

Ah 70 77 70 70 70 70

CCA (A) 760 760 760 760 760 760

Guarantee 3 years 4 years 5 years 4 years 4 years 4 years

Price Guide £116 £133 £140 £157 £138 £150

Notes £292 at the RAC
£299 at Euro Car Parts

£329 at Euro Car Parts
£260 at the RAC

Re-packaged Yuasa 
YBX9096

Made by Numax

S
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Yuasa
YBX7096

Exide
EL700

096 EFB

Varta
E45 Start-Stop

EFB 096

Bosch
S4 E08

096 EFB

Enduroline
096 EFB

Ah 70 70 70 70 70

CCA (A) 650 720 650 650 720

Guarantee 4 years 3 years 4 years 4 years 4 years

Price Guide £92 £97 £107 £109 £99

Notes In Halfords for £97 £176 at Euro Car Parts £218 at RAC
£280 at Euro Car Parts

S



MiTos in Decline 
How we can all help to slow the loss of the MiTo 

     In this last year of produc-
tion of the MiTo, it is not a sur-
prise that sales figures are tail-
ing off.  Dealers are offering 
some tremendous deals on 
new MiTos, but they are not 
selling as fast as Alfa Romeo 
would like.  In truth, there are 
large numbers around the UK 
unregistered at dealers, and 
worse still an even larger num-
ber sitting at the Bristol docks 
just waiting, gathering dust. 
     And as if that were not sad 
enough, the data from the 
DVLA for the first half of 2018 
makes for very depressing 
reading, but not in terms of 
sales, in terms of MiTos being 
scrapped.  And I share this in-
formation only in the hope that 
a few of us will consider saving 
rather than breaking our MiTos 
as the years go on and they 
start to get a little tired.   
     Having just invested in semi-
restoring a 155TB, I can assure 
you that the investment has 
resulted in a genuinely superb 
MiTo - up together both me-
chanically and in bodywork, 
refreshed technology and a real 
pleasure to drive.  It looks 
great, drives fantastic and is 
good for another 100k with 
regular maintenance.  But this 
is exactly the type of MiTo that, 
perhaps, in someone else’s 
ownership may have ended up 
being broken for parts or 
scrapped in the coming years. 
     Clearly, in among the declin-
ing numbers, will be many vehi-
cles which were accident dam-
aged.  Unfortunately the DVLA 
does not distinguish these in 
the data, but unless MiTo driv-
ers are particularly careless, 
they are unlikely to account for 
the whole decline. 
     I won’t give the whole data 
analysis as it is pretty worrying, 
and of course there are MiTo 
sales of new cars also happen-
ing, but to put things in per-
spective, in the first half of 
2018 there were 265 new regis-
trations of MiTos.  In that same 
period, 457 MiTos were lost.  
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Which is a net loss of 192 Mi-
Tos on the road.  And that net 
loss will start to increase signifi-
cantly over the coming years as 
no new models are registered 
and the MiTo population grows 
older and, in some people’s 
eyes, beyond economical re-
pair. 
     So let’s dive into just a few 
of the statistics, and remember 
this is just for the first six 
months of 2018.  The following 
are the numbers of MiTos 
which left the roads, either 
written off in an accident or 
registered as scrapped: 

 120TB - 24 

 155TB - 30 

 1.6 Diesel - 39 

 1.4 Lusso - 52 

 1.4 Veloce - 31 

 Junior - 8 

 TwinAir - 75 

 Collezione - 12 

     The total Veloces lost num-
bered 114,  with 122 Lussos, 42 
Turismos,  44 Sprints, 18 QV 
Lines and 30 Distinctives.  
There were even 5 QVs, but 
mercifully no SBKs this year (so 
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far). 
     A search of eBay and similar 
sites will show many of these, 
often listed as “non-runner”, 
“gearbox failure” and even sim-
ple problems such as “clutch 
gone” or “light damage”, all of 
which is easily rectified with a 
little care and a relatively small 
investment. 
     But of course, the majority 
of these cars have already had 

stripping commence and would 
almost certainly be beyond 
economical repair now. 
     But the question we will 
never know the answer to is 
whether they were genuinely 
beyond economical repair 
when they were actually 
scrapped?  And for the avoid-
ance of doubt, I do differentiate 
between being entirely beyond 
economical repair and being 
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beyond the level of economical 
repair that the owner is willing 
or able to fund. 
     A £300 repair is beyond eco-
nomical repair for some, and 
entirely feasible for others. 
     So my request is relatively 
simple: before breaking your 
MiTo, at least try offering it to 
others who may be able to fund 
the repair to keep the car on 
the road.  If we all try this be-
fore taking the decision to cut 
our losses and strip a MiTo for 
parts or scrap it, we may make 
a small dent in the decline in 
the coming years. 
     My worry is that I’ll be 
writing another article like this 
in a year, only the numbers of 
lost MiTos will have doubled or 
trebled, and surely none of us 
want to see that. 
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Fiat Fastback Concept 
A sign of the future on the MiTo small platform? 

     The Sao Paulo International 
Motor Show in Brazil took place 
from 8th-18th November 2018, 
and amongst the interesting 
cars and concepts on display 
was the Fiat Fastback. 
     I know what you’re thinking.  
What has this got to do with 
Alfa Romeo and why is it in a 
MiTo Newsletter? 
     Let me explain.  As we all 
know, the MiTo has been sadly 
discontinued with production 
now ended.  You can still buy a 
new MiTo from UK dealers, but 
only whilst stocks of right-hand
-drive MiTos exist, and they are 
dwindling by the week (though 
not at the pace Alfa Romeo 
would like, but that’s another 
story). 
     The published Alfa Romeo 
strategy shows no replacement 
for the MiTo or any B-segment 
vehicle.  The Giulietta receives 
a “mid-cycle action” (shown as 
‘MCA’ or ‘facelift’ to me and 
you), then a likely C-segment 
replacement in the form of an 
SUV. 
     So in the B-segment, FCA 
leads with the Fiat 500X/L and 
the Jeep Renegade, all of which 
are built on the same small 
platform of the MiTo.  I’ve driv-
en both the 500X and the Rene-
gade and I can tell you they are 
very good cars - just lacking the 
MiTo spirit and, dare I say, per-
formance. 
     So why is the Fiat Fastback 
concept potentially important?  
Well, it could be completely 
irrelevant as many concept cars 
are.  But whilst Alfa Romeo has 
signalled it is moving away 
from the shared platforms to 
focus entirely on rear-wheel-
drive and four-wheel-drive 
platforms like the Giorgio 
platform that is shared with the 
Giulia and the Stelvio,  the wid-
er FCA group is still building on 
existing platforms such as that 
used by the MiTo. 
     2020 will see the launch of 
the new Jeep Renegade PHEV 
(plug-in hybrid electric vehicle).  
The Renegade uses a version of 
the MiTo platform, and the 

Melfi plant which currently 
builds the Renegade and 500X 
is undergoing modernisation  
now for the Renegade build, 
which will use the existing front
-wheel-drive architecture with 
the addition of a rear-mounted 
electric motor driving the rear 
wheels. 
     So whilst Alfa Romeo have 
currently ruled out a MiTo re-
placement in the B-segment, 
the wider FCA group remain 
committed to both the seg-
ment and the platform that 
underpins the MiTo. 
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Fiat Fastback Concept 
A sign of the future on the MiTo small platform? 

     So what about this Fiat Fast-
back?  Well, amongst the inter-
esting aspects of the concept is 
that it has been designed from 
scratch as a hybrid between an 
SUV, a saloon car and a coupe.  
Whether you love or hate the 
design, it is certainly different 
and is intended to represent 
the essence of Italian design 
made in Brazil.  The car was 
designed at the Latam Design 
Centre in the Fiat Automotive 
in Betim, Brazil and is ear-
marked for a 2020 release. 
     But the most interesting 
thing to me is that it is built on 
the same small platform that is 
shared by the Renegade, the 
500X and the MiTo.  So despite 
how it might appear in the pic-
tures, it’s a small car. 
     It’s only a concept, but it’s 
one that has a lot of time and 
money spent on it.  Moreover, 
rumour has it that Alfa Romeo 
are struggling to shorten the 
Giorgio platform for their 
planned C-segment (Giulietta-
sized) SUV, so it wouldn’t sur-
prise me if that plan was 
shelved and Alfa looked to the 
wider FCA group for a platform 
solution. 
     Sergio Marchionne was a 
passionate fan of Alfa Romeo 
and Ferrari and the pedigree of 
both, and I’ve no reason to be-
lieve that Mike Manley, FCA’s 
new CEO, is any less passion-
ate. 
     But having been the head of 
Jeep for the last decade, and 
with the mounting pressures on 
investment needed for FCA to 
play a role in the PHEV/BEV 
marketplace in the coming dec-
ade, I do wonder whether at 
some point Mike Manley is go-
ing to have to choose between 
the passion and history of Alfa 
Romeo and the realities of the 
economic pressures on FCA and 
the industry. 
     I personally like the Fiat Fast-
back; it’s different and recog-
nises a demand. And it is a nice 
thought that one day some-
thing similar may exist with a 
MiTo badge.  Let’s hope so. 
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