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2019 Events 
Show off your MiTo at an event this year 

 

JUNE 

ITCAM 4 
Newby Hall, Skelton-on-Ure, Ripon HG4 5AE 

Organised jointly by the Alfa Romeo Owners Club and the venue, 
Newby Hall is the perfect setting to showcase all current and classic 
Italian car and bike marques. 

Kent & East Susses - Hever Castle 
Hever Castle, Hever, Edenbridge TN8 7NG  

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club’s Kent & East Sussex Section once again 
host Alfa Romeos at Hever Castle, with this year’s theme being “Style 
and Elegance” (wear a 1930s hat or silk scarf or something Art Deco!) 
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The Alfa Romeo Owners Club UK is the only official owners club for Alfa Romeo in the 
UK, providing six fantastic magazines a year, our own parts service, an enormous list of 
discounts to members and of course the biggest and best Alfa Romeo and Italian car 
events in the UK.  Join us now at AROC-UK.COM and enjoy full membership from today! 

 

8 
NOV 

NEC Classic Car Show 
NEC, Birmingham B40 1NT  

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club return with a stand at the UK’s premier 
classic car show at the NEC, filling the equivalent of over 18 football 
pitches with classic cars, the Discover Stage and autojumble. 

8 
SEPT 

MiTo Prodrive / Caffeine & Machine 
Prodrive, Chalker Way, Banbury OX16 4XD  

The MiTo Register personal tour of the Prodrive Factory followed by 
a short drive to lunch and drinks at the incredible Caffeine & Machine 
coffee house and café. 

Festival Italia 
Brands Hatch Circuit, West Kingsdown, Longfield DA3 8NG T 

Festival Italia returns to Brands Hatch with a wealth of Italian cars on 
and off the track, including races and demonstrations and of course 
the Alfa Championship racing. 

National Alfa Day 
Bicester Heritage, A4421, Launton, Bicester OX26 5HA  

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club’s biggest event is this year at Bicester 
Heritage, a campus dedicated to historic motoring and housing the 
UK’s best preserved WW2 RAF bomber station. 

Cotswold Alfa Day 
Compton Verney Art Gallery and Park, Compton Verney CV35 9HZ  

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club’s Cotswold Section again host the 
Cotswold Alfa Day, this year at Compon Verney Art Gallery and Park, 
a stunning 120 acres of parkland and lake. 

Member Discounts

MiTo Independence Day 
Netherstowe Lane, Lichfield WS13 8EJ 

Independence Day: Curborough Resurgence will be the 2019 gather-
ing of the MiTo Register at Curborough Sprint Course, partially re-
living our 10th Anniversary event with MiTo trackday fun. 



     A few weeks ago I was complain-
ing to my wife why Winter was so 
bad for someone who likes washing 
their MiTo, only for it to suddenly 
be time for the first Alfa Romeo 
Owners Club event, Spring Alfa 
Day!  We had a gathering of MiTo 
owners for our pre-SpAD evening 
meal the night before the event, 
and a fabulous turn out of almost 
forty MiTos at Beaulieu on the day, 
including our race MiTo.  But those 
who attended will, I’m sure, con-
firm that it didn’t feel like Spring 
just yet! 
     In this Newsletter, there is slight-
ly less technical guides (as I haven’t 
really done anything!) but plenty of 
MiTo stories and pictures to make 
up for it.  There is a guide to spark 
plugs for the MiTo (okay, not the 
most fascinating of subjects but 
important nonetheless), an update 
on our Alfa Romeo Championship 
racing (epic fail at Snetterton!), pic-
tures from Auto Italia (thanks to 
Sonny Burnett), a true story that 
links the Swedish artist Avicii to the 
MiTo and a great article from Adri-
ano Martorana about the sprint 
and hill-climbing he and his brother 

Leo do in their MiTo. 
     Most of you will have spotted the 
recent launch of our 2019 MiTo 
Photo Competition which is also 
detailed in this newsletter, along 
with information about National 
Alfa Day which is coming up fast at 
the end of June at Bicester Heritage. 
     As always, there’s a few other 
bits and pieces in the Newsletter to 
give you a break from more inter-
esting things in your life, along with 
details of a new event just for MiTo 
owners later in the year: a personal 
guided tour of the Prodrive factory 
followed by lunch at Caffeine & Ma-
chine - one not to be missed! 
     Finally, if you have an early 
facelift MiTo, please check the de-
tails of a recall that applied to those 
cars built from September 2016 to 
March 2017.  Don’t panic, just check 
your VIN as described in the article, 
just to be safe. 
     I hope you enjoy the newsletter, 
and until I see you soon, enjoy (and 
take care of) your MiTo! 

Spring is finally here!  

Welcome 
Issue 13 June 2019 

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club UK 
MiTo Register mitoregister.com 
 

MiTo Registrar David Faithful 
david@mitoregister.com 
 

Visit mitoregister.com for owners’ 
manuals, useful guides including servic-
ing and basic maintenance, guides for 
servicing routines, oil and batteries for 
your MiTo along with our newsletters 
and photo galleries updated regularly. 
 
To find your nearest Alfa Romeo spe-
cialist or dealer for servicing or repair, 
visit alfamap.co.uk a dedicated service 
from the Alfa Romeo Owners Club UK. 
 

 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club UK 
aroc-uk.com 
Established in 1964, the Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club UK is the 

only official owners club for owners and 
lovers of Alfa Romeo. 
 

Benefits of membership of the Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club include 6 bi-
monthly magazines and a variety of 
discount schemes including Alfa Romeo 
dealers, Pirelli tyre cashback, AROC’s 
own Parts Service and discounts at 
Halfords, Shop4Parts, Partsworld, Al-
fashop, Bluespark, National Tyres and 
Autocare, Maxton Design, The Wheel 
Specialist, Chipex and many others. 
 

Club Manager Nick Wright 
manager@aroc-uk.com 

 
Copyright © 2019 Alfa Romeo Owners 
Club UK / MiTo Register.  All rights re-
served.  This publication or any part 
thereof may not be reproduced. 
 
Please note that neither AROC Ltd, its 
directors, committee or any Club offic-
ers accept responsibility for, verify or 
endorse information, opinions, advice 
or advertisements published without 
prejudice, contained in this newsletter.  
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National Alfa Day  |  Sunday 30th June 
The biggest Alfa Romeo Owners Club event at Bicester Heritage 

04 

now held as a national exem-
plar of constructive conserva-
tion by Historic England. The 
time-warp base is truly un-
matched in evocative charac-
ter, with even the paint colours 
being correct to 1930s British 
Standards. An active airfield 
and test track complete it’s 
dynamic operation. 
     As usual, we plan to have all 

     The home of the 2019 Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club National 
Alfa Day is Bicester Heritage, 
and the event will be on Sun-
day 30th June! 
     The former RAF Bicester site 
on which Bicester Heritage is 
now based is of national histor-
ic importance. Neglected for 
the best part of 40 years, it was 
added to Historic England’s ‘At 
Risk Register’ in 2008 and des-
ignated the most ‘at risk’ of all 
Defence Estates in the UK.  
     Founded in 2013 Bicester 
Heritage has gone from a 
standing start to a home for 
over 40 specialist businesses, 
and growing, with a collective 
turnover of over £40m, making 
it the largest player in the his-
toric motoring industry and set 
to grow . The unique ecosystem 
of businesses based at a beauti-
ful 420 acre former WW2 RAF 
Bomber Training Station acts as 
a ‘marina-like’ cluster, pro-
moting skills and expertise, 
employment, qualified custom-
er footfall, shared business in-
cubation and aggregate 
growth. Collectively, Bicester 
Heritage is all about driving the 
future of the past.  
     Since Bicester Heritage’s 
tenure, over 92% of the build-
ings have been delicately re-
stored or re-activated for mod-
ern business use, with the site 

www.theroyaloakbeaulieu.co.uk 

the MiTos parked together so 
when you arrive you will be mar-
shalled to the MiTo parking area 
(or look for our big MiTo flag). 
     There will be plenty to do for 
the whole family, and kids under 
the age of 16 are free! 
     If you only get to one Alfa Ro-
meo Owners Club event this year, 
try and make National Alfa Day 
the one.  We are expecting over 

600 Alfa Romeos from across the 
decades, and it would be great to 
put on a fine show of MiTos too. 
     Tickets are available in ad-
vance on the AROC website for 
just £10 for members (£12.50 for 
non-members), but tickets in-
crease to £15 on the gate, so 
book in advance!   
     As Bicester is a live airfield, no 
pets are allowed at this event. 



Prodrive Tour |  Sunday 8th September 
Personal Prodrive factory tour followed by drinks and lunch at Caffeine & Machine 
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be a very rare insight into the 
technology and workings of 
Prodrive and some incredible 
automotive sights. 
      If you haven't been to the 
factory before (and very few 
have), you are in for some real 
insights and some fabulous 
cars. 
     After our tour, we'll have a 
leisurely drive to Caffeine & 
Machine, aiming to arrive 
around 12:45 for, more than 
likely, a few photos...   

     Caffeine & Machine is a 
coffee house, licensed bar and 
restaurant and is a must for 
petrol-heads. 
     Tickets cost just £20 per per-
son for AROC members and 
that includes the Prodrive Fac-
tory Tour, pre-booked parking 
at Caffeine & Machine and the 
first round of drinks.  Attendees 
must pay for their own food 
and subsequent drinks at 
Caffeine & Machine. 
     Make sure you check your 
email soon for details to book 
for this great MiTo-only event! 

     We are delighted to be able 
to offer a very exclusive event 
for the Alfa Romeo Owners 
Club MiTo Register: a personal 
factory tour of the incredible 
(and secret!) Prodrive Factory 
followed by a meet and lunch 
at Caffeine & Machine! 

     Meeting at 0930 on Sunday 
8th September at the Pro-
drive Factory just off the M40 
near Banbury, the MiTo Regis-
ter will have time for photos 
before our personal 2 hour in-
siders tour of the factory. We 
will then take a 30 minute drive 
across country to Caffeine & 
Machine for nibbles and drinks, 
where pre-booked parking has 
already been arranged for MiTo 
owners.   
     The Prodrive tour begins in 
the motorsport workshop with 
an introduction to 
the Prodrive history with their 
heritage cars, followed by a 
visit to the bodyshop, fabrica-
tion, electrical and car build 
areas finishing with a visit to 
the machine shops and an in-
troduction to the Advanced 
Technology departments. It will 
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Spring Alfa Day 
14th April 2019  |  National Motor Museum, Beaulieu 

seum for a while to warm up. 
     As always, it was great to 
meet our members both at the 
pre-meal the night before and 
on the day, and it goes to show 
the wide range of MiTo owners 
and ages.  The MiTo is adored 
by everyone from young kids 
through to us older Alfa lovers, 
where the MiTo may be the 
latest in a long line of Alfa Ro-
meos owned by us over the 
years.  But it’s always a joy to 
meet people at the beginning 
of their Alfa Romeo journey, 
who often have a MiTo as their 
first car. 
     No matter what model of 
MiTo you have, everyone is 
welcome at any of our Alfa Ro-
meo Owners Club events.  You 
don’t even have to be a mem-
ber. 
     You just need to be in an 
Alfa Romeo.  And ideally the 
best sort - a MiTo... 

     I want to thank everyone 
who came to Beaulieu for the 
Alfa Romeo Owners Club Spring 
Alfa Day, and give my extra 
thanks to those who travelled 
down the day before and 
joined us for our little pre-SpAD 
MiTo Register meal at The Roy-
al Oak, Beaulieu. 
     Just under forty MiTos were 
out in force at Beaulieu and we 
really gave the other models a 
run for their money!  MiTo 
owners proudly travelled from 
across the country to attend, as 
did Davie Peddie with our Alfa 
Championship MiTo who I think 
it’s fair to say got the prize for 
furthest travelled, having come 
down from Fife in Scotland 
where the MiTo lives between 
races. 
     Although it was officially 
Spring Alfa Day, it still had a bit 
of a winter chill in the air so it 
was nice to get inside the mu-
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Spring Alfa Day 
14th April 2019  |  National Motor Museum, Beaulieu 
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Spring Alfa Day 
14th April 2019  |  National Motor Museum, Beaulieu 



plugs for your MiTo but be 
aware the identifiers may differ 
from your manual if your MiTo is 
several years old as the spark 
plugs become replaced with 
new versions over time.  This 
guide is correct as at May 2019. 
     The NGK Stock Number can 
be used online to validate the 
correct choice of spark plug, and 
many online sites allow search-
ing by NGK Stock Number.  But 
always check the NGK code and 
the Stock Number. 
     All MiTo spark plugs should 
be replaced every 18,000 miles 
regardless of condition.   

     It goes without saying that 
spark plugs in your MiTo are 
very important.  But if you have 
a diesel MiTo, skip this guide as 
your MiTo doesn’t have spark 
plugs.  For owners of a petrol 
MiTo, this is a very quick guide 
to provide a reference for every 
MiTo variant and model. 

     Remember, if you are not 
certain which model your MiTo 
is, you can use the Variant code 
which is in Section 4 of your V5 
document from the DVLA.  This 
is specific to your MiTo and I 
have validated this for our 
guides such as the Oil Guide. 
     Firstly, a reminder of how 
your engine works.  Or more 
precisely, your combustion en-
gine.   
     Petrol and air gets sucked 
into the combustion chamber 
by the pistons moving down 
the cylinder.  The piston then 
pushes up the cylinder squeez-
ing the petrol and air mixture.  
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by a nickel alloy and encased in 
porcelain which helps transfer 
heat from the combustion cham-
ber into the engine casing and 
into the cooling system which 
surrounds the engine. 
     Better spark plugs use precious 
metals like platinum or iridium in 
place of the nickel alloy because 
they have higher melting points. 
     Most MiTos (TwinAir, 1.4 8V 
and 1.4 16V Turbo engines) use 
Iridium plugs, with only the 
78/95bhp 1.4 16V and 105 Multi-
Air engines using nickel. 
     The table below lists the cur-
rent recommended NGK spark 

MiTo Spark Plug Guide 
Creating an explosion and transferring the heat with the right spark plugs for your MiTo 

At the top of the cylinder, the 
spark plug ignites the petrol and 
air mixture causing an explosion 
inside the combustion champer.  
And the force of this explosion 
pushes the piston back down the 
cylinder.  Finally, the spent gas-
ses from the explosion are forced 
out of the combustion chamber 
by the piston. 
     This process, pretty obviously, 
repeats and happens at extreme-
ly high speeds thousands of 
times every minute, so you can 
see that the spark plugs are 
working extremely hard and ex-
tremely frequently. 
     A four cylinder MiTo (1.4) has 
four spark plugs (one per cylin-
der) and the TwinAir has two. 

     But the spark plugs also do 
another important job as well as 
causing ignition, and that is to 
help dissipate heat. 
     Most spark plugs have a cop-
per centre electrode surrounded 

Variant Model Alfa Part No. Recommended

NGK 

Stock 

No.

Also Fits

AXW1B 0.9 TwinAir (85) Petrol

AXY1B 0.9 TwinAir (105) Petrol

AXU1A 1.4 8V (78) Petrol 55232360 NGK ZKR7AI-8 92402 Punto

AXB1B 1.4 16V (78) Petrol

AXF1B 1.4 16V (95) Petrol

AXL1B 1.4 TB (105) MultiAir Petrol 55188857 NGK DCPR7E-N-10 4983
500, Bravo, Doblo, Idea, Panda, 

Punto, Stilo

AXG1A 1.4 TB (120) Petrol

AXM1A 1.4 TB (135) MultiAir Petrol

AXA1B 1.4 TB (155) Petrol

AXN1B 1.4 TB (170) MultiAir Petrol

AXR11 1.4 TB (135) MultiAir Petrol TCT

AYB11 1.4 TB (140) MultiAir Petrol TCT

AXN11 1.4 TB (170) MultiAir Petrol TCT

Giulietta, Abarth 500, Bravo, 

Punto

Ypsilon, 500, Panda, Punto

Ypsilon, 500, Doblo, Idea, 

Panda, Punto

NGK IKR9J8

NGK ZKR7A-10

NGK ILKR9G8
55242187 or 

55233997

55190788

55210685 or 

55249868

55249868

93311

1691

97168



MiTo Recall Reminder 
For MiTos built between September 2016 and March 2017 
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     I wanted to give a reminder 
to owners of early facelift Mi-
Tos to check their VIN/Chassis 
Numbers on their V5 to see if 
their car is affected by the only 
recall issued for the MiTo in 
recent years. 
     Firstly, do not panic.  If you 
bought your MiTo new then 
your dealer will have contacted 
you.  So this is really only for 
people who have purchased a 
relatively new facelift MiTo as a 
used car in the last year or two 
who should double-check that 
the recall has been checked 
and remedied by an authorised 
Alfa Romeo dealer.  If you 
bought your used MiTo from an 
Alfa Romeo dealer this should 
have been checked as a matter 
of course. 
     The recall reference is 
R/2017/268 and was issued on 
30th November 2017.  The Alfa 
Romeo Reference is 6144, and 
there were 352 vehicles affect-
ed. 
     The recall only applies to 
vehicles manufactured be-
tween 29th September 2016 
and 30th March 2017.  But you 

charge) to fit a new seat belt as-
sembly to either the driver or 
passenger front seat (or both). 
  So if you have an early facelift 
MiTo (likely a 66 or 17 registra-
tion) then check your V5 for the 
VIN/Chassis number.  If your VIN 
is between 0X052272 and 
0X063287 and you are not aware 
of your MiTo having been re-
called then telephone your deal-
er and have them confirm 
whether the car has been subject 
to a recall and, if not already 
remedied, have them book it in 

are unlikely to know the actual 
build date of your car, so you 
must check your VIN/Chassis 
number on your V5.  
     All MiTos have a VIN starting 
with ZAR955000 followed by an 8 
character reference.  The recall 
only applies to vehicles where 
the last 8 characters of the VIN 
are between: 
 

0X052272 and 0X063287 
 
     The recall is in relation to the 
front seat belt pretensioner 
which could malfunction during 
deployment.  The recall states 
that due to a potential non-
conformity in the supplier's pro-
duction process, the front seat 
belt pretensioner could malfunc-
tion and the front seat belt pre-
tensioner may not function as 
intended in the event of a de-
ployment. The locking mecha-
nism operates independently 
from the pretensioner therefore 
locking mechanism functionality 
is still guaranteed.  
     Hence, your seatbelt will still 
work.  But the remedy is for an 
Alfa Romeo dealer (free of 

for the remedial action. 
     Please do not be concerned 
about this.  The seatbelts will 
work in the event of an accident - 
the seatbelt locking mechanism 
is not affected, but you should 
get your pretensioners replaced 
if your car is affected. 
     The cars pictured on this page 
were listed on Autotrader at the 
time of writing, and both are 
affected.  If you have any con-
cerns, feel free to contact me 
directly and I can check your ve-
hicle build date and VIN for you. 
      



     After a relatively successfully 
first Alfa Romeo Championship 
race weekend at Brands Hatch, 
we were all pretty confident 
that our second outing at 
Snetterton would be a step 
forward in terms of reliability 
and performance.  But, as often 
happens with MiTo ownership, 
we were mistaken to assume 
that just because everything 
was fine the last time we drove 
it, doesn’t mean it will be fine 
the next time we turn the key! 
     After we arrived and got 
setup in the Snetterton pad-
dock, we tested the car and all 
seemed fine.  Ben Sharich, our 
driver, went along to the driv-
er’s briefing and Davie Peddie 
and his Dad (also David) pre-
pared the car for scrutineering. 
     Qualifying was set for 12 
noon, so it was an earlier quali-
fying than at Brands, and we 
were keen to see where we 
were place. 
     The car was perfect all the 
way to the grid, still running on 
the bespoke ECU that we 
proved at Brands Hatch.  But 
within minutes of leaving the 
grid, Ben started battling with a 

Scuderia MiTo 
Our MiTo Register car at Snetterton didn’t go entirely to plan... 

16 

lack of power and a misfire caus-
ing the car to run very slowly (in 
comparison with the other race 
cars).  After only a few laps, Ben 
wisely retired the car into the 
pits where Davie examined the 
car. 
     Everything seemed fine, as it 
does when you’re investigating a 
problem.  We tried switching it 
off and on again, as you do, and 
it was running and revving per-

fectly. 
     Thankfully, the couple of 
laps we achieved in qualifying 
meant we were allowed to race 
in the first race at 14:55, so we 
spent a few hours checking, 
testing, checking and verifying 
everything on the car to make 
sure all was good. 
     And it was.  The car was run-
ning fine, it was revving hard, 
the fan was kicking in, there 

were no misfires and plenty of 
power. 
     With a nervous confidence, 
Ben headed down to the waiting 
area before the first race where 
the cars were held following a 
delay in the Toyo Porsche Cham-
pionship race.  It gave us some 
time to re-check tyre pressures, 
lift the bonnet and do final 
checks and ensure Ben was 
strapped in ready for the race. 



 

Scuderia MiTo 
Our MiTo Register car at Snetterton didn’t go entirely to plan... 
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     Heading to the grid, the Mi-
To revved perfectly and the 
race began, with our little MiTo 
rapidly sprinting down Senna 
straight and into Riches.  But it 
was clear that Ben was again 
struggling. 
     The rapid power-loss and 
apparently random misfires 
came back and the MiTo was 
(ironically) rapidly at the back 

of the field where it remained for 
the couple of laps Ben managed. 
     It was a huge disappointment 
for us all and we spent the next 
few hours stripping the MiTo to 
find the problem, but there was 
nothing obvious.  When a Multi-
Air behaves like this, it is com-
mon to jump to the conclusion of 
a MultiAir failure, but I knew the 
MultiAir was strong and I’d me-

ticulously maintained it.  My 
strong inclination was that the 
ECU was either fuelling incor-
rectly or, a worse case, messing 
up the timing.  And if it was the 
latter, we didn’t want to run 
the car and risk any internal 
damage. 
     I took the decision to retire 
from the weekend and miss the 
second race.  In truth I’m not 

that bothered about points 
(though I’m very aware that Ben, 
Davie and all the racers in the 
Championship live their lives by 
them).  My concern is always 
protecting our asset and ensuring 
reliability. 
     In the days that followed, it 
was clear our timing was out and 
we were right to stop.  The en-
gine has been rebuilt and timed 
and we have put the original ECU 
back in for the time being.  This, 
of course, opens up a variety of 
other issues for us, but we made 
the decision to skip the next race 
weekend at Cadwell and aim for 
Croft on 6th/7th July for out next 
outing. 
     In the meantime, we are fi-
nessing the setup with the stand-
ard ECU, we are proving every-
thing on a dyno and then in the 
middle of June Ben and I will be 
joining Davie and the team in 
Scotland for a full-on test day at 
Knockhill Circuit to test every-
thing in anger. 
     My hope and expectation is 
that we will turn up at Croft in 
July and not only be reliable, but 
also fast! 
 



 

Scuderia MiTo 
Our MiTo Register car at Snetterton didn’t go entirely to plan... 
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Scuderia MiTo 
Our MiTo Register car at Snetterton didn’t go entirely to plan... 

 



Location #224 Ouse Valley Viaduct                    Photo © Buddhika Karunasekara 
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Location #171 Humber Bridge              Photo © Gavin Moffatt 

     In case you had not spotted 
it, we are running a 2019 MiTo 
Photo Competition! 
     The principle is relatively 
simple: have a look at our map 
of almost 300 locations at 
www.mito.photo and find a 
location near you, near where 
you are heading, or near where 
you want to go for a day out 
with the family, then take a 
picture of your MiTo at that 
location and send it in!   
     The locations on the map 
have been chosen to include 
either a great view, an inter-
esting landmark or some other 
feature which means a picture 
of your MiTo in front of it will 
look great!  And most are near 
a local attraction or a nice place 
to visit, so you can simply check 
the map when you and your 
family are heading out for a trip 
to see if there is a location 
nearby. 
     Of course, some of you are 
already simply driving your Mi-
To to the locations specifically 
to take a photo, and this is en-
tirely admirable!  But the aim is 
to get you out in your MiTo and 
take it to places you haven’t 

MiTo Photo Competition 
Getting out in your MiTo and winning prizes for a photo 

seen before (so there are no 
points deducted if your car isn’t 
show-shine bright!). 
     Of course, any competition 
needs prizes, and our MiTo Photo 
Competition is no exception. 
     We have a selection of unique 
and fantastic prizes including a 

at each location, but in general 
you receive 30 points for an 
AROC event, 20 points for an 
Alfa Championship racing event 
and 10 points for one of the 
hundreds of photo locations on 
the map.  But… lots of the loca-
tions have extra bonus points 

years AROC membership, a years 
subscription to Auto Italia Maga-
zine, gifts from the AROC shop 
and some discount vouchers at 
your favourite Alfa shops along 
with some genuinely cool gifts 
just for MiTo owners. 
     Points are awarded differently 



Location #22 Loch Doon                           Photo © Stuart Hermiston 
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MiTo Photo Competition 
Getting out in your MiTo and winning prizes for a photo 

MiTo at Colliford Lake, Devon                            Photo © Greg Solman 

ries.  But there is also a special 
category for your kids, so if you 
fancy getting your children in-
volved there will be prizes just 
for them.  I know it can be hard 
to get your kids involved some-
times, but I think prizes coupled 
with a gentle light beating or 
withdrawal of food rations to 
join in with MiTo activity can be 
very encouraging at a young age 
and build character in a child, so 
give it some thought. 
   These are just a few examples 
of the photos already submitted, 
and I know some of you are al-
ready finding innovative and 
creative ways to photographing 
your MiTo. 
     But remember, the main aim 
of the competition is to get you 
out in your MiTo.  Too often we 
just travel to and from work or 
to local places and we forget 
that even our small island has a 
lot of interesting landmarks and 
places to see. 
     All the instructions are on the 
site, but you must send all sub-
missions to my email address at 
david@mitoregister.com. 
     Good luck and I hope you join 
in in the coming months! 

but we’ll be hiding the total 
points each person has so people 
can’t work out exactly where they 
are in the top 10. 
     Categories for prizes include 
most photos, most points, most 
innovative, most creative, best 
landmark and some other catego-

     Each submission is collated 
every week or two and added to 
a Gallery at our website, 
www.mitoregister.com, and they 
may also get posted on our Face-
book, Twitter or Instagram feeds. 
     We will also post our leader-
board on Facebook occasionally, 

based on difficulty, obscurity, 
novelty and other random rea-
sons.  So even if you only get to 
a few locations you may be 
lucky - there are dozens of loca-
tions with bonus points and a 
handful with 50 or 100 extra 
points! 



lems in attempting a 5-hour re-
turn trip to Leeds after having 
raced the pants off the car. 
And…as the car is on Milan 
plates, it also meant taking it 
back to Italy every two years for 
an MOT! 
     We had great fun but the car, 

it got pasted at high speed around 
a track twice as many times as 
most other cars on the day.  Inevi-
tably there were the occasional 
cooling problems, hose problems, 
oil leaks etc.  Plus, we took it to 
most sprints on a trailer because 
we did not want to risk any prob-
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Sprinting MiTo 
Adriano Martorana tells us how he and Leo sprint their MiTo 135 

are limited possibilities for 
weight reduction. Power to 
weight is crucial. 
     Sprinting the 155Q4 was fun 
but….it was like a nervous race-
horse. There’s no room under 
the bonnet so it gets very hot in 
there. Double driving also meant 

     My brother Leo and I have 
been using the Mito in sprints 
and hill-climbs for just over a 
year, double-driving in the 
British Automobile Racing Club 
(BARC) championship. Before 
that we had been campaigning 
an Alfa 155Q4, and once or 
twice a Fiat 6ooD Abarth and 
Fiat X1/9. 
     Obviously, the choice of car 
is simple – it has to be Italian. If 
not Italian, then it would have 
to be a Michelotti designed 
Triumph (qualifies on associa-
tion) or a Ginetta because 
that’s from Leeds (like us) and 
has a great sounding name. 
     Before getting to the Mito, 
we need to explain the 155Q4. 
This was our initial foray into 
the sport and before we really 
knew what we were doing – 
this will help any budding 
sprinters. 
     Our cunning plan was to buy 
a 155Q4 – basically a Lancia 
Integrale Evo with a boot and 
much cheaper. Unfortunately 
The Beast is also about 170 
kilos heavier and if you are run-
ning in road going class there 

Alfa Romeo 155Q4 at Crystal Palace                                                                                        Photo © Bill Earlam 

MiTo at Blyton                        Photo © Anthony Mitchell 



come familiar with the rules 
because it makes things simpler 
on choice of car and modifica-
tions allowed.  You do not want 
to turn up at a sprint with the 
wrong tyres (done that) or the 
wrong trim bits missing (done 
that too). 
     The reason we chose class 1B 
is because of the rules on Turbo 
uplift. In Standard Class  the up-
lift is 70% on your engine capaci-
ty so it puts your car over the 
2.0L class.  In 1B Class the uplift 
is 40% so we are in the 1400 to 
2000 cc class (at most venues).   
     Some venues (like Abingdon) 
have a wider class 1600 – 
2300cc – we don’t bother with 
those because we end up 
against cars with up to 350bhp 
and the Mito will never get 
close. 
     Sourcing the Mito meant we 
broke one of our cardinal rules – 
it came from Scotland, and with 
apologies to the McAlfisti, the 
weather up there is not kind to 
any car.  
     The car, a 135, came with a 
broken engine, dents and in a 
generally unhappy state. Cue 
Leo… (he does the hard mechan-

4 practice sprints (2 each) before 
the actual race.  
     Races are usually 3 timed runs 
(so 6 for us) or in some cases, 
where time permits, 5 or 6  (so 
10 or 12 for us).   
     After a race day or race week-
end where we blast it for 2 days 
we then drive home.  Pretty relia-

ble I reckon and far easier and 
simpler than The Beast. 
     All in all, apart from a loose 
earth strap on the top of the en-
gine, which caused a temporary 
misfire (and visions of Multiair 
failure), this car has been brilliant.  
     We run the car in Class 1B. 
Prospective sprinters should be-
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even with 305bhp, was not that 
competitive.  It had to run in 
the same class as 500bhp 
Mitsubishi EVOs. So… decision 
taken to switch…and the choice 
was a Mito. 
     Sprinting the Mito, in com-
parison to the 155Q4, is like 
waking up in the middle of the 
dream sequence in Happy Gil-
more.  You hear music, every-
thing is in soft focus and a 
scantily clad Virginia is carrying 
jugs of beer. 
     We drive the Mito from 
Leeds to the race venue. This 
could be just up the road at 
Harewood or Castle Coombe in 
Wiltshire.  We then go through 

MiTo at Harewood                         Photo © Anthony Mitchell 

Two Sisters at Three Sisters Sprint 
This loose nut gave symptoms 
of MultiAir failure 



     For 2019, the car has had a 
couple of additional changes. 
We recycled the Mishimoto in-
tercooler from the 155Q4 and 
managed to site this behind the 
front bumper – the car feels 
more powerful though we have 
not bothered to get it tested on 
a rolling road.  A rear anti roll 
bar was fitted, sourced from a 
Fiat Coupe and has improved 
handling significantly. 
     Our first race this year was a 
2-day event at Three Sisters in 
Haydock – a lovely circuit and 
the best food of any circuit in 
the UK.   
     Apart from the usual suspects 
we were almost pleasantly sur-
prised to find that a fellow com-
petitor from the last few years, 
Paul Jaggard, had also entered a 
Mito.  Maybe a Mito Sprint chal-
lenge would be a good idea? 
     Paul’s car is a QV in classic 
Alfa Red and has not been tar-
nished by being north of Hadri-
an’s Wall.  It is very pretty, has a 
bigger turbo, about 205bhp and 
similar modifications to ours. 
Apart from those differences he 
has fancy Yokohamas, whereas 
we are using cheap Nankangs… 
but….he does not have tricolore 
stripes. This probably explains 
why Leo went faster (Leo beat 
him fair and square - I did anoth-
er 2 runs after Paul went home 
and managed to beat his time). 
     All being well we will contin-
ue to be competitive during the 
season. All I need to do is to 
convince the organisers to let 
me keep going until I win - Alex 
Ferguson seemed to get away 
with that.  
     See https://www.barc.net/  
for more information on racing 
your MiTo. 
 

20mm lower than standard. Sev-
eral attempts at getting 200bhp 
out of the car were made but 
most people who claim to know 
how to do this are talking non-
sense and we wasted money on 
having the car ‘tuned’ several 

ical stuff). 
     The car used last year had a 
QV engine fitted, special air 
filter, Punto Abarth Essesse 
lowered springs, Koni shock 
absorbers, 1B tyres and a shiny 
exhaust – the Mito sits about 

times before finally settling on 
about 185bhp.   
     For some reason the car now 
cuts out in Normal DNA mode. 
This means that we have to re-
member to switch on Dynamic at 
the start line because, as has hap-
pened on a couple of occasions, 
you end up looking pretty daft 
when you suddenly lose power 
after 10 yards and waste valuable 
seconds switching to Dynamic. 
     We could have changed the 
seats - this would have been in 
line with 1A and 1B rules, but we 
opted for comfort and have left 
these alone as well as using stand-
ard seat belts.  
     We do have one special tuning 
modification, tricolore stripes on 
the bonnet.  This has made up the 
15bhp that we were missing.   
     The car did well last year and 
Leo won 1B class in the BARC Con-
naught championship doing par-
ticularly well at Crowborough, 
Silverstone, Castle Coombe and 
Blyton. Harewood in torrential 
rain was a touch more difficult as 
we chickened out of going flat out 
at the last right hander before the 
finish line – that’s difficult enough 
in the dry and if you miss it you’ll 
end up making friends with trees. 

Sprinting MiTo 
Adriano Martorana tells us how he and Leo sprint their MiTo 135 

MiTo at home with her sisters 

15 BHP due to stripes (5 BHP per colour) 
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Auto Italia - Italian Car Day 
4th May 2019  |  Brooklands Museum, Surrey 

feature lots of images from the 
show so look out for that on 
the shelves at WH Smith.  Or 
better still, become a subscrib-
er. 
     Here are just a few images of 
some of the cars that stood out 
for me.  Not all Alfa Romeos, 
but all Italian. 
     As I couldn’t attend this 
year, I want to thank Sonny 
Burnett for allowing us to use 
his photos.  All images used are 
© Sonny Burnett unless other-
wise stated. 

     The Italian Car Day at Brook-
lands is one of the largest all-
Italian events in the UK, and 
this year was no exception. 
     2019 marked Auto Italia’s 
34th gathering and as usual is 
brought some of the finest Ital-
ian cars out for an incredible 
day, including some of our Mi-
Tos! 
     There is no way of adequate-
ly showing the breadth of Ital-
ian marques present in just a 
few pages, but I feel sure the 
next Auto Italia magazine will 
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I’m Going Bonnie and Clyde Without You 
How Avicii Influenced the final MiTo TV campaign 
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nounced the end of production 
of the MiTo on Monday 29th 
January 2018, giving just a few 
days notice before factory or-
ders ceased on 2nd February 
2018. 
    Amongst the reasons for the 
end of the MiTo were, of course, 

tures of the following years, in-
cluding hundreds of podcasts in 
which he became known for re-
leasing new work.  
     In August 2016, Avicii per-
formed his last live performance 
in Ibiza before announcing he 
was retiring from touring due to 
ill health.  It was becoming clear 
that both his physical health and 
his mental health were suffering 
enormously and the stress he felt 
to perform live was more than he 
could cope with. 
     Avicii continued working tire-
lessly in the studio including his 
collaboration with Rita Ora on 
“Lonely Together” in 2017.  It is 
believed there are still in the re-
gion of 200 unreleased songs, 
many already finished, that Avicii 
created before his death. 
     Tim Bergling killed himself on 
20th April 2018 at the age of 28, 
the cause of death being blood 
loss through self-inflicted injuries 
with a broken wine bottle, but 
the real cause of death was of 
course his mental health. 
     Known as being a genuine, 
natural, shy, humble, even naïve 
young man, he struggled for 
years with balancing his personal 
life and love of music with the 
demands of performing in front 
of thousands of people. 
     When Tim was still only twen-
ty-one, his manager Arash “Ash” 
Pournouri said “When Levels is 

     I’m normally happy to be 
proved right.  Not in an arro-
gant way I hope; I think we all 
like it when something we hope 
is true is actually proven to be a 
fact. 
     But writing this gives me no 
happiness really.  It’s actually 
quite sombre and melancholic.  
I wanted to share the story 
with you as I know some of you 
like little factoids about the 
MiTo history, but don’t expect 
this short tale to particularly 
cheer you up. 
     Some of you will have heard 
of the Swedish DJ and songwrit-
er, Tim Bergling.  Many more of 
you will have heard his profes-
sional name, Avicii. 
     Despite being terrifically old, 
I love the music of Avicii.  His 
2011 track “Levels” became a 
worldwide hit that you would 
almost certainly recognise.  
Songs like “Wake Me Up”, “Hey 
Brother”, “The Nights”, 
“Without You”, “Waiting for 
Love” and “I Could Be The One” 
are synonymous with Avicii. 
     Between 2008 and 2012, 
Tim performed at over 500 live 
shows including headlining Ul-
tra in 2012 which was the be-
ginning of his Arena touring in 
the following years.  Collabora-
tions with David Guetta, Nicky 
Romero, Coldplay, Madonna, 
and Lenny Kravitz were all fea-

released, it’s going to be insane… 
Tim is going to die. With all the 
interviews, radio tours and every-
thing, he’ll drop dead”.  I doubt 
neither Ash or Tim knew the reali-
ty of what his life was to become. 
     Just before the tragic death of 
Tim Bergling, Alfa Romeo an-
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Mito and left the lyrics intact 
assuming it would be spotted 
further up the chain of com-
mand at which point the team 
would simply act shocked and 
remove the lyrics.  But nobody 
ever noticed.  Or at least, no-
body ever came back to the 
team insisting it was changed. 
     So I am not happy to be right.  
But I am delighted that this little 
piece of marketing output from 
the teams within Alfa Romeo 
was both deliberate, thoughtful 
and, dare I say, romantic.  It’s 
also not a secret any more... 
     You can watch the TV ad on 
our Youtube channel or search 
Youtube for “Alfa Mito Urban” 
and you will find it. 

seemed a bit misleading to me. 
     But the most important aspect 
was the use of the Avicii song 
shortly after his death.  “Without 
You” is a powerful song, and Alfa 
used a short edited version of 
the chorus: 
 

I’ve gotta learn how to love without you 
I’ve gotta carry my cross without you 
Stuck in the middle and I’m just about to 
Figure it out without you 
And I’m done sitting home without you 
F*** I’m going out without you. 
 

     Under any normal circum-
stances, there is no way a com-
mercial entity (and certainly not 
one as big as FCA) would allow a 
TV commercial to pass with an 
expletive in it.  And for it then to 
be broadcast and featured on the 
Alfa Romeo Youtube channel and 
Facebook pages is unthinkable. 
     I said at the beginning of this 
story that I am normally happy to 
be proved right.  On this occa-
sion, I posted on our MiTo Regis-
ter Facebook group that I had 
found this commercial with an F-
word still in it, so either it was a 
huge mistake by FCA or, I sug-
gested, perhaps the romantic in 
me wanted to believe that this 
was a poignant last hurrah by the 
Italian marketing teams at the 
demise of the MiTo. 

reducing sales and growing 
volumes of un-sold MiTos 
across Europe.  Why such short 
notice for no longer taking or-
ders for a new MiTo?  Because 
there were already hundreds 
and hundreds of MiTos in ports 
and at dealers which Alfa want-
ed to sell instead of making 
more that might sit for years. 
     Alfa Romeo launched several 
initiatives to move MiTo stocks, 
from new discounts and fi-
nance options in Europe to re-
packaging the un-sold Veloce 
models into the Veloce S. 
     But Alfa Romeo needed a 
marketing campaign and TV 
promotion to drastically reduce 
huge stocks of the base-model 
MiTo, named “Urban” on main-
land Europe.  So a new TV com-
mercial was commissioned and 
the marketing teams at Alfa 
Romeo went to work, with the 
final TV spot launching in June 
2018 featuring Avicii’s track 
“Without You”. 
     When I first saw the video, 
two things struck me.  Firstly, it 
was promoting the MiTo Urban 
(the base model) with video of 
a Tornado Blue top-of-the-
range Veloce (with the Veloce 
badging removed).  That 

     Well it turns out that this is 
exactly what it was.  I have it on 
extremely good authority from 
one of the team in Italy that this 
was indeed a small attempt to see 
the MiTo off in style whilst also 
recognising the loss of Avicii, and 
whilst I will never name the indi-
vidual, they were clear that the 
management levels within Alfa 
Romeo and FCA had not only lost 
interest in marketing the MiTo 
(they just wanted stocks sold), but 
they never really listened to the 
lyrics or checked the outputs of 
the marketing teams.  So they 
simply (and quite deliberately) 
used the Avicii track in honour of 
the tragic death of Tim Bergling 
alongside the sad demise of the 
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     In last months Newsletter, I 
spoke about the new Alfa Ro-
meo Tonale concept which is 
likely to be a plug-in hybrid 
with both a combustion engine 
(powering the front wheels) 
and an electric motor (driving 
the rear wheels). 
     My guess at this stage re-
mains that the Tonale will be 
based on the Jeep Compass 
platform, given it’s size. 
     But also on show at Geneva 
was FCA’s first actual working 
plug-in hybrids - the Jeep Rene-
gade and the Jeep Compass. 
     Both models have batteries 
which are rechargeable from an 
external power outlet and have 
a pure-electric range of around 
50km.  But they will also be 
fitted with the new Firefly 1.3 
turbo petrol engine.  This 
means the combined power 
(petrol engine and electric mo-
tor working together) will likely 
be in the range of 190 to 240 
bhp with an estimated 0-
62mph of around 7 seconds. 
     Unlike a conventional rear-
wheel driver, these Jeeps have 
no prop-shaft; the two axles are 
separated and control the 
torque independently, deliver-
ing the famous Jeep  4WD ex-
perience but via a new elec-
tronic eAWD system. 
     Both models also feature a 
dedicated instrument cluster 
and infotainment system spe-
cifically designed for a new 
PHEV range. 
     I know what you’re thinking: 
these are Jeeps and so what?  
As I’ve said a few times, FCA 
under Mike Manley (previously 
in charge of Jeep) are continu-
ing to put a lot of focus in the C
-segment (Compass, Giulietta 
size) and the B-segment 
(Renegade, MiTo size).  I am 
not suggesting that this means 
a new MiTo any time soon, but 
remember the Renegade is 
built on the same common 
platform as the MiTo.  So whilst 
there may not be a new B-
segment Alfa any time soon, 
the PHEV technology at FCA will 
be ready when we need it...  
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