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The Alfa Romeo Owners Club UK is the only official owners club for Alfa Romeo in the 
UK, providing six fantastic magazines a year, our own parts service, an enormous list of 
discounts to members and of course the biggest and best Alfa Romeo and Italian car 
events in the UK.  Join us now at AROC-UK.COM and enjoy full membership from today! 

NEC Classic Car Show 
NEC, Birmingham B40 1NT  

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club return with a stand at the UK’s premier 
classic car show at the NEC, filling the equivalent of over 18 football 
pitches with classic cars, the Discovery Stage and autojumble. 

Member Discounts

BRSCC Racing at Silverstone 
Silverstone Circuit, Towcester NN12 8TN 

The Alfa Romeo Championship comes to Silverstone for a weekend of 
racing on the 5th/6th October alongside MX-5s, Porsche, Fiesta and 
the BARC Clubman championships. 

Members of the Alfa Romeo Owners Club receive a 10% discount at the AROC 
Parts Service, but non-members can also obtain hard-to-find MiTo parts whilst 
supporting the club by visiting parts.aroc-uk.com Try it today and see for yourself! 



     As this Newsletter hopefully 
shows, it really was a cracking Sum-
mer for MiTo owners, and even 
more so for members of the Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club. 
     We held our fourth of July MiTo 
Independence Day at Curborough, 
more than 50 of us took our MiTos 
to National Alfa Day at Bicester, 
there were lots of MiTos at Brands 
Hatch for a fabulous Festival Italia, 
MITCAR was another great event at 
Jaguar Land Rover with several of 
us making up the MiTo numbers, 
then we had 39 people at our Pro-
drive Tour and Caffeine & Machine 
gathering just before Autumn set 
in. 
     Add to that our Scuderia MiTo 
racing at Croft, Brands Hatch and 
Mallory Park and we’ve had quite a 
lot of MiTo action these last few 
months! 
     But more than that, we’ve had 
almost 200 entries submitted to 
our MiTo Photo Competition, with 
lots of feedback that the competi-
tion triggered many family outings 
and lots of exploring in your MiTos 
- getting out there and putting 
some miles in to get a nice picture 

whilst finding places you’ve never 
thought of visiting before. 
     And that’s what having a MiTo is 
all about: using it.  The MiTo de-
serves to be enjoyed over and 
above the mundane commuting and 
the everyday use.  The MiTo needs 
to be driven with spirit, creating 
new memories and smiles along the 
way. 
     In this, our 15th Newsletter, 
there are pictures from Festival Ita-
lia, MITCAR and our Prodrive tour, 
details of our MiTo racing at Brands 
Hatch, a guide to the turbos fitted to 
the MiTo and finally a guide to mak-
ing a honeycomb front grille 
(something I’ve now done twice!). 
     As usual, there’s some other stuff 
too, including an early warning 
about our 2020 MiTo Register Cal-
endar! (I know, too soon…). 
     I hope you’ve enjoyed your Sum-
mer, and take a little time to make 
sure your MiTo is set for Winter! 
     I look forward to seeing you 
soon, in person or online!  Until 
then, enjoy your MiTo! 
 

 

Welcome 
Issue 15 | October 2019 

The Alfa Romeo Owners Club UK 
MiTo Register mitoregister.com 
 

MiTo Registrar David Faithful 
david@mitoregister.com 
 

Visit mitoregister.com for owners’ 
manuals, useful guides including servic-
ing and basic maintenance, guides for 
servicing routines, oil and batteries for 
your MiTo along with our newsletters 
and photo galleries updated regularly. 
 

To find your nearest Alfa Romeo spe-
cialist or dealer for servicing or repair, 
visit alfamap.co.uk a dedicated service 
from the Alfa Romeo Owners Club UK. 
 

 

Alfa Romeo Owners Club UK 
aroc-uk.com 
Established in 1964, the Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club UK is the 

only official owners club for owners and 
lovers of Alfa Romeo. 
 

Benefits of membership of the Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club include 6 bi-
monthly magazines and a variety of 
discount schemes including Alfa Romeo 
dealers, Pirelli tyre cashback, AROC’s 
own Parts Service and discounts at 
Halfords, Shop4Parts, Partsworld, Al-
fashop, Bluespark, National Tyres and 
Autocare, Maxton Design, The Wheel 
Specialist, Chipex and many others. 
 

Club Manager Nick Wright 
manager@aroc-uk.com 

 

Copyright © 2019 Alfa Romeo Owners 
Club UK / MiTo Register.  All rights re-
served.  This publication or any part 
thereof may not be reproduced. 
 

Please note that neither AROC Ltd, its 
directors, committee or any Club offic-
ers accept responsibility for, verify or 
endorse information, opinions, advice 
or advertisements published without 
prejudice, contained in this newsletter.  

03 

What a MiTo Summer! 



NEC Classic Motor Show |  8-10th November 2019 
The biggest classic car show in the UK 
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     The NEC Classic Motor Show 
celebrates it’s 35th year in 
2019 and is expected to be the 
biggest ever. 
     The Alfa Romeo Owners Club 
will again have a prime stand in 
Hall 1, the biggest exhibition 
hall, so make sure you come 
and see the team. 
     But the NEC Classic Motor 
Show is a huge event.  Huge 
halls (all indoor) with literally 
hundreds and hundreds of ec-
lectic and fabulous classic vehi-
cles from all years, over 300 car 
club displays along with an 
enormous autojumble and 
trade-stand area.  There are 
hundreds of cars for sale, the 
Practical Classics demonstra-
tions and the Restoration Thea-
tre, a Pride of Ownership com-
petition, Sporting Bears Dream 
Rides (have a go in a fabulous 
car in return for a charity con-
tribution), the Silverstone Auc-
tion and of course the Discov-
ery Live Stage. 
     The Discovery Live Stage is 
normally hosted by Mike Brew-
er and Ant Anstead, and this 
year includes Vicki Butler-
Henderson, Alex Riley and Jim-
my DeVille too. 
     I’ve been going to the NEC 
for this show for more years 
than I can remember, and if 
you’ve never been before it is 
definitely worth trying for your 
first time. 
     The enormity of the event 
and the miles of walking you 
can do do make it not for faint-
hearted, though of course you 

can plan your visit and focus on 
key areas (e.g. you can bypass 
the entire autojumble if that’s 
not your thing). 
     I personally like to make the 
most of a whole day there, 
planning my route so I see my 
favourite types of vehicles and 
factor in rests at the Live Stage 
where you can sit and be enter-
tained. 
     Genuinely not to be missed 
if you like all sorts of classic 
cars and motorbikes. 
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MultiAir Removal Tool Hire 
AROC Member benefit if you or your mechanic find you need to change your MultiAir unit 

Photo © Alfa Workshop 

     We are happy to send the tool 
directly to your specialist, garage 
or mechanic, but you remain 
liable for the tool.  The tool can 
be rented only for 14 days to 
enable the tool to be booked by 
other members. 
     Hopefully you’ll never need 
this, but if you do ever need the 
tool, simply email me directly    
at david@mitoregister.com to 
enquire about availability and 
make a booking. 
     Deposits must be made via 
paypal or a bank transfer. 

     Removing a failed MultiAir 
unit is not a simple task.  There 
are several nerve-wracking steps 
before you get to the unit, then 
removal can be difficult and is 
prone to hydraulic lifters falling 
out. 
     The process is eased slightly 
with the use of the dedicated 
MultiAir Removal/Locking tool. 
     Alfa Romeo made a low vol-
ume of these tools 
(approximately enough for all 
dealers plus 10%) so your local 
Alfa Romeo dealer should have 
one.  But not all Alfa Romeo spe-
cialists carry them as a matter of 
course, and almost no general 
garages and mechanics have 
them. 
     So rather than expect owners 
to buy the part for (hopefully!) a 
single use, we are offering AROC 
members a rental service of the 
tool. 

How Rental Works 

     The process is relatively sim-
ple: you contact the MiTo Regis-
trar to agree dates and book your 
rental (you must be an active 
member of the Alfa Romeo Own-
ers Club).  You pay a £50 fully 
refundable deposit and you cover 
the costs of postage to you plus 
your return postage.  When the 
tool is returned in it’s protective 
case in a clean and undamaged 
condition, your £50 is refunded. 
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2019 MiTo Photo Competition 
A short review as the competition comes to an end 
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     When we launched the 2019 
MiTo Photo Competition I had 
no idea it would prove to be 
quite so popular! 
     The original idea was to have 
people submit their best pho-
tos of their MiTo, but that 
seemed a bit dull.  Then I 
thought people should submit a 
photo of their MiTo at a specific 
location, but of course we all 
live all around the UK (and fur-
ther afield) so that wouldn’t 
work.  Unless I listed hundreds 
of locations. 
     So that’s what I did.  The 
competition became less about 
taking a photo of your MiTo, 
and more about getting out 
there and exploring new places 
in your MiTo whilst taking a 
quick photo while you’re there! 
     We’ve had almost 200 sub-
missions at the time of writing, 
which is just days before the 
competition ends on  29th Sep-
tember. 
     Truthfully, I thought if we 
had 50 submissions it would be 
a resounding success, so I’m 
delighted it proved popular. 
     Each location came with at 
least 10 points with some loca-
tions (e.g. AROC events) carry-
ing 30 points.  But there were 
dozens of bonus locations, 
many of which were found by 
the keen among you, that car-
ried bonuses of up to another 
50 points!  Some of these spots 
were pretty obvious (e.g. Lands 
End, John O’Groats) but most 
were not.  I chose many based 
on difficulty of finding or 

getting to, some based on how 
fabulous I thought the location 
was and some simply at ran-
dom (e.g. locations with num-
bers shared by Alfa Romeos, 
such Widewater Lagoon Beach 
Huts on the south coast which 
just happened to be location 
#147, or Kessock RNLI in Inver-
ness which was #155).  I can 
give these secrets out now… 
     Some of you, including Greg 
Solman, Elliot Tratt, Edward 
Dolden, Buddhika Karuna-
sekara, Owen Reeve, Stuart 
Hermiston and Kim Kitson sub-
mitted lots of entries, enjoying 
the competition for what it 
was: an opportunity to take the 
family out to new places or 
take a trip you wouldn’t have 
taken otherwise.   
     But lots of you just sub-
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2019 MiTo Photo Competition 
A short review as the competition comes to an end 

mitted one or a handful of pic-
tures 
     Whichever you were, congrat-
ulations.  Our  Gallery  on          
mitoregister.com is better for it, 
and there are truly some fabu-
lous images, a selection of which 
are shown on these pages pretty 
randomly as there are so many to 
choose from. 
     So what happens now? 
     Well, there are some cool priz-
es for a handful of winners but 
first we need to choose who they 
are!  And that’s not going to be 
easy! 
     Working out who came 1st, 
2nd and 3rd is pretty simple - I 
just need to add up everyone’s 
points.  But we have some other 
prizes too which will be a subjec-
tive judging of the photos them-
selves. 
     But if I simply chose my fa-
vourites we’d be here for another 
year while I decide, so I am de-
lighted to say that I have press-
ganged two very experienced 
people to make their choices: 
John Griffiths, our Alfa Romeo 
Owners Club Chairman and Mi-
chael Ward, the owner and Chief 
Photographer of Auto Italia Mag-
azine. 
     Over the coming weeks with 
their help, we will judge all sub-
missions and allocate prizes, so 
watch this space.  I am hoping to 
get a page or two to publish the 
winning photos in the December 
edition of Alfa Romeo Driver (the 
AROC membership magazine) so 
fingers crossed, otherwise it’ll be 
in the New Year. 

     If I had my way everyone 
would get a shiny new MiTo just 
for joining in, but alas funding 
won’t quite stretch to that so 
instead I want to give my enor-
mous, enormous thanks to eve-
ryone who joined in and made 
the competition so great.  Your 
involvement makes our MiTo 
Register what it is.  Our mem-
bers love their MiTos and that 
shows in the images.  Thank you. 



2020 MiTo Register Calendar 
Too soon? Then an early warning to gather your pictures... 
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     I know what you’re thinking.  
There’s no need to say it.  It’s 
like when the Christmas ads 
come on the telly way too soon 
and you realise the year went 
too quickly and you didn’t real-
ly get to enjoy the Summer yet 
but now it’s too late because 
the heating has kicked in. 
     But just like the last two 
years, we plan to publish a 
2020 MiTo Register Calendar so 
I am simply giving you an early 
warning that AROC members 
will be receiving an email in the 
not-too-distant future asking 
for submissions. 
     For new members (or, perish 
the thought, non-members 
who are reading this) the MiTo 
Register publishes an annual 
calendar with glorious MiTo 
pictures which is free to all 
AROC members of the MiTo 
Register.  You don’t have to pay 
for it, it is a small reward for all 
the loyalty, devotion and love 
you show to the Alfa Romeo 
Owners Club and, of course, to 
your MiTo. 
     Emails will go out at some 
stage in the coming month or 
so, and all members are wel-
come to submit a cracking pho-
to of their MiTo in the hope 
that it may appear in the calen-
dar.  As is normal for these kind 
of things, we ideally need at 
least 12 images, otherwise we’ll 
be in trouble.  And, of course, 
with more than 12 submissions 
comes the risk that your car 

may not be in the next calen-
dar, but I hope you all under-
stand that there’s not much I 
can do about that other than 
prioritising those who perhaps 
did not get a chance for the last 
calendar. 
     In any event, it’s always fun 
to produce, an absolute joy to 
package up and send out (not) 
but all worth it when people 
receive it through the post. 
     So look out for the email 
later and start thinking about 
your photos, including any Pho-
to Competition entries you 
sent. 
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2020 MiTo Register Calendar 
Too soon? Then an early warning to gather your pictures... 
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     Many of the MiTos have a 
turbo fitted, including all 
TwinAir and diesel variants 
along with most of the 1.4 pet-
rol variants. 
     Alfa Romeo used several 
manufacturers of turbos in the 
MiTo including MHI 
(Mitsubishi), IHI, BorgWarner 
and Garrett. 
     As you can see from the dia-
gram at the top of the page, 
the turbo uses the exhaust gas-
es to drive a turbine which 
spins an air compressor that 
pushes more air into the engine 
cylinders which in turn will burn 
more fuel and create more 
power.  Sucking the hot ex-
haust gas into the turbine spins 
it, which in turn spins the com-
pressor pushing more air into 
the engine via the intercooler.   
     So the turbo plays an im-
portant role and any failures 
will render your MiTo in need 
of urgent repair.   And as the 
exploded diagram to the right 
shows, there are many constit-
uent parts within the turbo 
which can fail.  Any failures may 
require one of three actions, 
broadly summarised as follows: 

Turbo Repair 

     If your turbo has failed, it 
typically means an internal part 
is worn or broken.  

     A turbo expert can identify 
the damaged component and 
change it before re-testing that 
the turbo is operational.  This is 
the simplest way to fix a faulty 
turbo as long as there is no 

other significant damage or fail-
ure. 

Reconditioned Turbo or Turbo 
Rebuild 

     A turbo rebuild or a recondi-
tioned turbo is where the com-
plete turbocharger is completely 
stripped to each constituent part.  
     The compressor and turbine 
housings are opened and the 
impeller, shaft and turbine, all O-
rings, bearings and retaining 
rings are all inspected for wear 
and damage and then dimension-
ally checked to be within toler-
ances.  If not, then the worn 
parts are scrapped and replaced 
with new replacement parts. In 
all situations, all the bearings and 
seals should be replaced as a  
reconditioned turbo should nev-
er be re-assembled with used 
bearings and seals. Re-assembly 
includes balancing and calibra-
tion, resulting in a newly recondi-
tioned turbocharger. 

Remanufactured Turbo  

     A remanufactured turbo-
charger is where the complete 
internal workings of the worn 
turbo are replaced with brand 
new replacement parts, regard-
less of whether some of the parts 
are still serviceable.  
     The only parts to be reused 
are the compressor and turbine 
housings. The internal compo-
nents in their entirety is often 

MiTo Turbo Guide 
Know which turbo is fitted to your MiTo 

Pic. 4.6. Re-fit new rear springs/pads into place 

called the “cartridge”, or the 
“CHRA” (which means the Centre 
Housing Rotating Assembly).   
     Both the compressor and tur-
bine housings are fully cleaned 
and an entirely new CHRA is in-
stalled, balanced, calibrated and 
tested for noise and oil leaks be-
fore being fitted to the cleaned 
housings. 
     A remanufactured turbo is, 
essentially, a new turbo. 

New Turbo  

     Of course, you can source and 
buy an entirely new turbo, but 

the price will likely be significant-
ly higher than any of the previous 
options, so depending on the 
type of failure, age of the turbo 
and mileage your MiTo has cov-
ered, it will be far more cost-
effective to find an expert and 
have either a repair, recondition-
ing or a remanufactured turbo.  

Hybrid Turbos  

     A hybrid turbo typically in-
volves taking your existing turbo 
and improving the performance 
by replacing selected parts inter-
nally to deliver an increase in 



MiTo Turbo Guide 
Know which turbo is fitted to your MiTo 
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power and optimum efficiency. 
     Taking a standard turbo and 
simply increasing the boost pres-
sure is making the turbo spin 
faster which risks turbine blade 
failure, whilst running the com-
pressor impeller faster which 
lowers efficiency and increases 
temperatures. 
     Hybrid turbos often include 
enlarged billet compressor 
wheels, different profile or en-
larged turbine wheel blades, new 
thrust assemblies and journal 
bearings along with any internal 
CNC modifications to the com-
pressor and turbine housings to 
fit the new internals. 
     Simply fitting a hybrid turbo 
alone to your MiTo will increase 
power, but your car will need a 
remap to account for the differ-
ences, and should be combined 
with a larger front-mounted in-
tercooler to bring a greater vol-
ume of air through. 

     Searching for “turbo reman”, 
“turbo rebuild” and “turbo re-
conditioning” on the internet 
should find plenty of specialists.      
     But always ensure you shop 
around as there are many turbo 
specialists in the UK offering re-
furbished units (typically at a 

MiTo Turbo Fitments 

     The table below lists all vari-
ants of the MiTo fitted with a 
turbo, and lists which turbo is 
fitted to your car along with rele-
vant part numbers. 
     Remember, if you are not cer-
tain which variant your MiTo is, 
you can use the Variant code 
which is in Section 4 of your V5 
document from the DVLA.   

     You will also see listed any 
additional vehicles that the turbo 
is fitted to.  This may be useful if 
you are searching for a used or 
refurbished turbo replacement. 

discount if you give them your 
broken turbo) or able to refur-
bish your turbo for considerably 
less than buying a new unit. 
     As with everything, find the 
option that suits your budget to 
keep your MiTo on the road us-
ing a reputable expert. 

Variant Engine Model From To Turbo Part Numbers Also Fitted To

AXW1B 312A2000 0.9 TwinAir (85) Petrol 2012 2014
MHI 49373-03012

TD02H2-07TVT-2.7

55240093

71795700

Fiat 500, Panda

Lancia/Chrysler Ypsilon

AXY1B 199B6000 0.9 TwinAir (105) Petrol 2013 
MHI 49180-03102

TD025L4bR

55249538

55248457

71796218

Fiat 500, 500L

AXG1A 198A4000 1.4 TB (120) Petrol 2009 2010 IHI RHF3 VL37 55212917
Fiat Bravo, Punto, Grande Punto

Abarth Punto, Grande Punto

AXM1A 955A2000 1.4 TB (135) MultiAir Petrol 2010 2014 Garrett MGT12 55228036 Fiat Bravo, Punto, Punto Evo

AXR11 955A7000 1.4 TB (135) MultiAir Petrol TCT 2010 2014 Garrett MGT12 55228036 Fiat Bravo, Punto, Punto Evo

AXA1B 199A8000 1.4 TB (155) Petrol 2008 2011 IHI RHF3 VL38
71724555

71724556
Abarth 500

AYB11 955B1000 1.4 TB (140) MultiAir Petrol TCT 2014  Garret MGT1446 55231115

Alfa Romeo Giulietta

Abarth 500, Grande Punto/Evo

Jeep Renegade, Fiat 500X

AXN1B 940A2000 1.4 TB (170) MultiAir Petrol 2010 2014 Garret MGT1446 55231115

Alfa Romeo Giulietta

Abarth 500, Grande Punto/Evo

Jeep Renegade, Fiat 500X

AXN11 940A2000 1.4 TB (170) MultiAir Petrol TCT 2014  Garret MGT1446 55231115

Alfa Romeo Giulietta

Abarth 500, Grande Punto/Evo

Jeep Renegade, Fiat 500X

AXH1B 199A3000 1.3 JTDM (90) Diesel 2009 2010 BorgWarner BV35 55198317
Fiat Doblo, Punto, Linea

Lancia Ypsilon, Musa

AXP1A 199B1000 1.3 JTDM-2 (95) Diesel 2010 2016 BorgWarner BV35   55221160
Fiat Doblo, Punto, Linea, Fiorino

Vauxhall Corsa, Astra, Meriva

AXT1A 199B4000 1.3 JTDM-2 (85) Diesel 2011 2016 BorgWarner BV30 55233062 Fiat 500L, Punto

AYC1A 199B1000 1.3 JTDM-2 (95) Diesel 2016  Garrett GTD1036VZ
55216672

55270995
Fiat 500X, 500L, Fiorino, Qubo

AXC1B 955A3000 1.6 JTDM (120) Diesel 2008 2016 Garrett GTB1446VZ

55246405

55230178

55220701

Fiat 500L 

Jeep Renegade
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down in the paddocks), but I 
was also very taken by the blue 
Alfa 6 that appeared both at 
Festival Italia and then again at 
MITCAR.  That was a very rare 
Alfa Romeo. 
     As a lover of many Lancias, 
Fiats and other Italian cars, 
events like this allow us to see 
cars that aren’t necessarily wel-
comed with open arms into the 
Alfa Romeo community, but 
deserve to be alongside the 
Alfas for their beauty and his-
torical significance. 
     And whilst it was great to 
see a rare selection of Fiat 128s 
together, I didn’t spot any Fiat 
127s which was a shame as the 
little grey 127 I had when I was 
a whipper-snapper was enor-
mous fun.  In fact, I must have 
another look on eBay for my 
collection. 
     So many Italian cars in one 
place is both fantastic and wor-
rying at the same time... 

     Festival Italia was an out-
standing event again this year, 
both on and off the track.  
You’ll find a write-up of our 
Scuderia MiTo racing on the 
track elsewhere in this edition, 
but for pure Italian car displays 
then Brands Hatch this year 
was truly memorable. 
     Our friends at Auto Italia had 
a fantastic array of feature cars 
from Ferrari, Alfa Romeo, 
Abarth and Fiat along with 
some fantastic hospitality for 
subscribers. 
     Further up the field was the 
Alfa Romeo Owners Club with a 
terrific selection of classic and 
modern Alfa Romeos along 
with the AROC shop, with Nick 
and Danielle doing a brilliant 
job as always. 
     Some highlights for me in-
clude, of course, MiTos from 
Paul Newberry, Elio D’Al-
lessandro, Will Garrett and Ow-
en Reeve (plus two of mine 

Festival Italia 
18th August 2019  |  Brands Hatch 
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Make a Honeycomb Grille 
Converting a standard MiTo grille to a honeycomb grille for the pre-facelift MiTo 

 

comb looks good on the MiTo 
as long as it is roughly the same 
size pattern as the lower grilles. 
     You will also need a Dremel 
or similar rotary tool with 
cutting blades (I’ve had mine 
for years but there are options 
these days starting at around 
£35).  You will need safety gog-
gles (an absolute must as the 
plastic flies everywhere!), a 
selection of wet and dry paper, 
a hot glue gun and some black 
glue sticks (you can get these 

pretty cheap these days, all for 
about £15).  Finally, to finish it off 
nicely you will need some satin 
or matt black paint from Halfords 
or elsewhere. 
     One final item you might want 
to consider is a new Alfa Romeo 
badge.  You will see from the one 
I’m using that the badge is defi-
nitely for the bin, but depending 
on whether your existing one is 
in good condition there is no 
better time to replace it than 
when you do this job. 

there are a few different grilles 
for the different years and mod-
els of MiTo, so check you are 
using the correct one for your car 
(examine your existing one close-
ly if you are buying another used 
one to work on).  The grille I am 
working on is the early version 
with a black plastic surround and 
chrome inserts only in the cen-
tre, not around the outside.  
Yours may be different! 
     Also fairly obviously, you will 
need some honeycomb plastic to 
insert into your re-worked grille.  
The first time I did this I just 
bought some honeycomb sheet 
from eBay, and that’s what is 
fitted to my grey QV (now the 
Scuderia MiTo car) above.  But 
this time I’ve used the Kamei 
Sportgrill (04420901) which 
comes in an unnecessarily large 
sheet measuring 86cm x 41cm.  A 
friend of mine in Germany told 
me this honeycomb is used by 
the German Audi modifiers and it 
is the best quality, and I have to 
say I agree.  But, I think it’s pretty 
expensive (he sent me some at 
mates rates) so shop around and 
don’t get too hung up - all honey-

     Like most things on the Mi-
To, if you have the tools, the 
time and the inclination, you 
can save money by doing a task 
yourself. 
     The key thing is that you 
have the tools.  In our News-
letters and How-To Guides we 
try to give advice and proce-
dures but unless you either 
have the tools or buying the 
correct tools is worthwhile (i.e. 
you will use them again in the 
future) then for one-off jobs it 
is often more cost-effective to 
have a specialist do the job for 
you. 
     And that is the case for mak-
ing your own honeycomb grille.  
I’ve done it a couple of times 
but I already have a Dremel and 
a hot-glue gun which I’ve used 
several times over many years.  
But if you don’t have those 
types of tools (or can’t foresee 
a use for them in the future) 
then achieving a honeycomb 
grille is probably best achieved 
by buying one from one of our 
Italian friends who make a bit 
of extra money selling their 
creations on eBay and other 
places. 
     But if you’re up for doing it 
yourself, it’s actually relatively 
simple.  So here goes… 
     Remember, to change your 
front grille, you have to remove 
your bumper.  Do not believe 
people who say you can do it 
with the bumper on - there are 
four screws accessible from 
behind with the bumper off. 
     If you are going to create 
your own grille then of course 
you can modify your existing 
one, but I don’t tend to spend a 
whole weekend doing just one 
job so I simply obtained a rea-
sonable condition used grille so 
I could use that as a base and 
not have to remove the bump-
er until I was ready to fit my 
completed creation. 

What you will need 

     Fairly obviously, you will 
need a grille which will be de-
stroyed in the process (there is 
no going back!).  But remember 
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Pic. 1.2. Begin by carefully cutting from below 

Pic. 2.4. Undo and remove the two shock absorber bolts 

 
Undo and  

remove the 

shock  

absorber  

bolts 

Pic. 1.4. Once complete, the outer grille remains (needing a tidy up) 
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Step 1. Decide which final re-
sult you want 

     This may sound daft, but 
there are broadly two end re-
sults you can aim for, and one 
of them is a little simpler for 
you to make. 
     The standard grille houses 
the Alfa Romeo badge which is 
mounted on a protruding circu-
lar piece of plastic.  I love this 
feature so throughout this 
guide I will retain that.  But that 
means a slightly more compli-
cated process to retain the cir-
cular mount and fit the honey-
comb around it.  A slightly sim-
pler solution is to completely 
remove that mount and install 
a flat honeycomb insert and 
either glue or screw the Alfa 
Romeo badge to the flat honey-
comb surface.  This is generally 
the  type of grille that our Ital-
ian chums make, then you just 
stick a badge on the surface. 
     My issue with this is that if 
you look just above your cur-
rent grille, there is a deliberate 

Pic. 1.3. Complete the cuts from above so they are cleaner 

“cut-out” of the bumper to allow 
for the badge.  So if you fit the 
badge flat to the honeycomb, my 
personal view is that this doesn’t 
look quite right.  But lots of peo-
ple do this, so it’s up to you.  
     So decide now if you want the 
slightly more difficult solution 
that retains the protruding circu-
lar mount, or if you are going for 
the simpler solution with a flat-
mounted badge.   

Step 2. Start cutting! 

     It is imperative that you wear 
protective goggles when cutting.  
I’m not saying this to avoid being 
sued or because I’m a health and 
safety nerd: cutting plastic with a 
high-speed Dremel genuinely 
fires hot pieces of tiny plastic at 
you!  So wear goggles!  
     Using a thin cutting blade 
attached to a Dremel, begin 
cutting the centre sections from 
the grille identified in Pic. 1.1. 
initially from below (i.e. the un-
derside of the grille), then com-
plete the cuts from above (the 

Pic. 1.1. Cut lines identified in red - study them before starting! 
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upper side of the grille). 
     Important: take great care 
whilst doing this.  It does not 
have to be super-neat as you 
can clean it up in the next step, 
but you do not want huge 
chunks cut out of the outer 
frame! 

Step 3. Tidy up the cuts 

     Those first steps sound sim-
ple enough, but the reality is 
that the grille is a curved, 
moulded plastic part and you 
are cutting with a flat blade.  So 
you will be left with lots of little 
bits sticking out which you 
need to tidy as best you can. 
     Do this first with the same 
blade you’ve been using, taking 
great care to simply trim any 
excess plastic. 
     Particular care should be 
taken around the protruding 
badge mount (Pic. 3.1) where 
you want to retain as much of 
the circular shape as possible. 
     But you can further tidy up 
all the cuts in the next step, so 
do not go too aggressive while 
you still have the cutting blade 
attached. 

Step 4. Sanding 

     There is only so much you 
can achieve with the cutting 
blade, so now you need to 
attach a sanding or grinding bit 
to the Dremel to smooth out all 
the cuts as best you can. 
     NOTE: in my experience, do 
not apply any pressure to the 

Dremel when doing this - simply 
allow the tool bit to do it’s work 
when rotating, otherwise you 
may sand too much! 
     Use the sanding to gently 
make the front surface of the 
grille flat, then the inner surfac-
es. 
     You will find lots of spiky bits 
where you cut off the centre sec-
tions, so gently work your way 
around with the sanding, never 
apply pressure, just letting the 
tool remove the excess (Pic. 4.1). 
     Particular attention should be 
paid to the circular badge mount 
(if you have retained it), and the 
four screw mounts (see Pic. 4.2). 
     The circular badge mount 
should be carefully sanded to be 
as smooth as possible as much of 
it is visible from the front when 
the grille is complete. 
     The screw mounts need to be 
gently rounded, ensuring you 
leave enough plastic in place.  
Just gently sand until you are 
happy with how they look from 
the front.  This is all that will be 
seen once the grille is finished, so 
don’t worry too much about the 
rear of the grille. 

Step 5. Mark out the new hon-
eycomb 

     A key part to your success is 
now accurately cutting out you 
honeycomb.  But do not be 
tempted to re-attach the cutting 
disc to the Dremel just yet! 
     The MiTo grille is actually 
slightly curved, so working out 
the maths to accurately measure 
the new centre section of honey-
comb is a bit difficult.  I also am 
not convinced that we can simply 
create a re-producible template - 
I still have the one from my first 
grille and it is a very slightly 
different size to this one!   
     Thankfully, there is a simple 
method which seems to work 
quite well (subject to a bit of 
fiddling). 
     Get yourself some study card-
board and simply (but carefully) 
draw around the grille. 
     Do not put any pressure on 
the grille (it is curved so will be 
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Pic. 3.1. Take extra care around the badge mount 

Pic. 4.2. Take care to achieve a flat surface, but gently round off the 
plastic around the four screws - do not take off too much plastic! 

Pic. 4.1. Gently sand with no pressure on the Dremel 
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arched up from the cardboard), 
simply draw around it with a 
pen or pencil (see Pic. 5.1 to 
the right of the page). 
     Cut out the cardboard on 
the line and it pretty much fits 
the internal shelf within the 
frame of the grille.  You will 
need to trim around the screws 
and possibly some slight trim-
ming around the edges, but 

broadly this seems to work. 
     The result is a cardboard 
template which you can trim 
(or cut again if you make any 
mistakes) to make it a perfect 
fit. 
     Once you are entirely happy 
with your cardboard template, 
you can then mark and cut the 
honeycomb. 

Step 6. Mark and cut the hon-
eycomb 

     Before doing anything, 
measure and mark the centre 
of the template at the top and 
the bottom of the cardboard. 

     It is critically important that 
the centre lines up with the cen-
tre line of a row of holes in the 
honeycomb, otherwise the grille 
will look all wrong (see Pic. 6.1). 
     Marking the plastic of the hon-
eycomb is not as simple as it 
sounds as you need to be able to 
see your markings to make the 
cuts.  I used a silver Sharpie so it 
was visible, but it did occur to me 
that I could use a Stanley knife to 
make a mark. 
     It might also be possible to 
stick or tape the template to the 
honeycomb from behind.  But if 
you try this, ensure it is firm and 
cannot move when you are 
marking or cutting. 
     Check and double-check your 
template against your markings, 
then using the cutting blade in 
the Dremel carefully cut on the 
marks you have made on the 
plastic round the template. 
     Take your time, make single 
cuts at a time on each leg of the 
honeycomb, always following 
your markings precisely. 
     Once finished, you should 
have a relatively grille-shaped 
piece of honeycomb which you 
can test-fit into your grille frame 
(Pic. 6.2. on the right). 
     You are likely to need to make 
very tiny trims, particularly 
around the top screw mounts, 
but it should fit nicely into the 
grille frame.  If not, check where 
the problems are - you may be 
able to fix it rather than start 
again (note, it won’t fit flush yet 
because of the circular Alfa Ro-
meo badge mount). 

Pic. 5.1. Carefully draw round the outside grille onto cardboard 

Pic. 6.2. Cut honeycomb test-fit into the grille surround/frame 
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Pic. 6.1. Aligning the centre of the honeycomb 

Ensure the cen-

tre of the tem-

plate aligns to 

the centre of a 

row of holes! 



Step 7. Mark and cut the circu-
lar Alfa Romeo badge mount 
(if applicable) 

     If you want to retain the 
circular badge mount, you will 
need to mark and cut the new 
honeycomb to fit the circle. 
     This is relatively simple - 
again I used the silver Sharpie 
(see Pic. 7.1) and very carefully 
marked the circle with the hon-
eycomb in place in the grille 
frame.  
     Once you are happy with 
your markings, carefully cut to 
reveal the circular hold and 
check for accurate fitment.  
Make any tiny small cuts to 
ensure the new honeycomb fits 
neatly inside the grille as a 
whole. 

Step 8. Glue! 

     If you haven’t used a hot 
glue gun before, don’t panic, 
just have a little practice on 
cardboard. 
     Most good glue guns need to 
be plugged in to start heating, 
then after a minute or so the 
trigger will slowly release glue 
through the tiny nozzle.  It’s 
relatively easy to control, but 
don’t worry too much about 
making it super-neat and cer-
tainly don’t worry about the 
very fine “strings” of glue that 
can occur between your delib-
erate glue blobs. 
     The key is to use elastic 
bands to hold the grille and the 
new honeycomb tight before 
you start gluing.  Failure to do 
this could result in the new 
honeycomb and the frame 
moving whilst you are trying to 
glue it. 
     So fit your new honeycomb 
in the grille frame and apply 
some elastic bands (see Pic. 
8.1) then get your glue gun 
ready with the black glue in-
serts.  There are some specialist 
plastic and motorsport glues 
but you only need the standard 
glue sticks which, I’ve learned 
over the years, stick pretty 
much everything (as is evident 
from the grille which is still in-

tact and racing around race cir-
cuits on the front of the Scuderia 
MiTo car). 
     Once your gun is hot, start 
gently applying the glue around 
the underside (back) of the grille, 
ensuring you cover all of the hon-
eycomb ends where they meet 
the frame, but being careful not 
to apply too much glue or it will 
be visible from the front or 
(worse) drip down to the front 
whilst you are gluing. 
     Once you have gone all the 
way round, simply leave it to dry.  
You will find that it is dry quite 
quickly. 
     As you can see from picture 
below, I am absolutely no expert!  
I find the whole process pretty 
awkward, though not difficult.  
But the end result (from the 
front) looks fine. 

Step 9. Finishing 

     The finishing steps are up to 
you.  I use fine wet’n’dry paper 
to finish it nicely (it’s sometimes 
easier to remove any excess glue 
with a Stanley knife rather than 
sanding) then I simply give it a 
couple of coats of Halfords satin 
or matt black paint (one can of 
500ml for £7.99 will do several 
coats). 
     I’m sure proper paintshop 
folks would want to paint a few 
coats of primer first, but I’ve nev-
er bothered (you can, obviously). 
     Overall, is it worth the effort 
and cost? Not really.  It’s one of 
those little jobs that you do when 
you’re bored one weekend or 
you just do it because you want 
to. 
     I wouldn’t recommend doing 
it unless you already have all the 
tools, and this second one is cer-
tainly better than my first so you 
do get better at this stuff. 
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Pic. 8.1. Use elastic bands to hold the grille together before glueing 

Pic. 7.1. Mark out the circular badge mount if you plan to remove 
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     Festival Italia at Brands 
Hatch is one of the best events 
of the year if you like seeing 
Italian cars both on the track 
and off it. 
     You should find plenty of 
pictures from Festival Italia 
elsewhere in this issue (and of 
course in our Gallery at        
mitoregister.com), but for our 
MiTo Register, this year was 
primarily about the track as we 
continued our efforts in the 
Alfa Romeo Championship with 
our Scuderia MiTo team. 
     And it went pretty well! 
     The order of events for the 
day was qualifying at 10:35am, 
race 1 at 13:35 and race 2 at 
16:00.  But as I will explain, we 
also cheekily entered our MiTo 
in the 18:00 last race of the 
day, the Italiano vs Rest of the 
World Allcomers Race!  But I’m 
getting ahead of myself… 
     As we’ve done on a few of 
the major race meetings, we 
had some hospitality in the 
paddocks for members and 
MiTo lovers to come and have 
as much tea, coffee and food as 
they can feasibly stomach 

Scuderia MiTo 
Festival Italia | Brands Hatch 18th August 2019 

whilst seeing what we get up to 
inbetween races (not hugely ex-
citing, but the food is very good), 
and I was delighted to welcome 
MiTo owners and AROC mem-
bers alike on the day. 
     I think I probably mentioned in 
a previous newsletter that fol-
lowing our previous race at Croft 
we were doing some develop-
ments on the car to try to get a 

little more power and (my per-
sonal aim) some more noise! 
     On the grid in the Alfa Ro-
meo Championship, our MiTo 
races in the Power Trophy class 
which includes several V6-
powered Alfas including a 155, 
a 156 GTA and a 147 GTA as 
well as other cars such as the 
occasional Punto and Uno who 
don’t fit in any other category. 

     So whilst our MiTo is by far 
the quickest in tight complexes 
and twisty bits, we regularly then 
get left behind on the straights as 
the V6 cars simply pull away 
from us. 
     So as well as a little more pow-
er being needed, I was also 
getting a little tired of the MiTo 
being the quietest racing car on 
the grid. 
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     So between Croft and Festi-
val Italia, Davie Peddie set 
about building the agreed mod-
ifications we specified, namely 
a new cooling and exhaust sys-
tem coupled with a different 
remap to try to squeeze a bit 
more power (within the class 
power-to-weight limits). 
     So the MiTo now has some 
very cool looking twin front-

mounted intercoolers and an 
entirely custom-developed ex-
haust system.  And it is loud.  
Properly, racing car loud. 
     And a bit faster. 
     I should probably re-state for 
those MiTo owners claiming 
huge BHP figures from their 
remaps that the class rules limit 
all participants to 195bhp 
(measured at the flywheel) per 

1,000kg.  Let’s assume our Mi-
To is around 1,000kg (it’s slight-
ly more) then we’re limited to 
roughly 195bhp.  Compare that 
base-level BHP figure (ignore 
weight for a moment) to a 3.2 
V6 Alfa 147 or 156 GTA which 
in standard form has around 
250bhp, and that’s before it’s 
been messed about with. 
     Then remove everything 

from one of those V6 GTAs and 
set it up for racing, and suddenly 
we have a very powerful car that 
goes up against our little MiTo in 
the same class. 
     Of course, to make things fair 
the rules state that more power-
ful cars simply carry more weight 
(called “ballast” in racing terms), 
therefore bringing the power-to-
weight ratio back in line. 
     Speak to anyone in the pad-
docks and they’ll all tell you their 
cars are neatly running 195bhp.  
How convenient. 
     But watch some of those cars 
on the track and you will be for-
given for imagining that there 
may be a very tiny amount of 
fiddling going on… 
     On top of all that, remember 
that our special motorsport ECU 
didn’t work so we’re using the 
standard QV ECU with every 
safety feature disconnected and 
you’ll also be forgiven for appre-
ciating that tuning the car is not a 
simple process like it is with a 
standard road car where your 
traction control, ABS, airbags and 
seatbelts are all nicely connected 
and communicating with the 



ECU. 
     So we had a bit more power 
and a lot more noise, but prob-
ably not nearly enough to beat 
a V6.  But at least we’re slowly 
getting more competitive. 
     On the morning of Sunday 
18th August at Brands Hatch, it 
was pretty dry but cloudy.  So 
we ran qualifying on slick tyres.  
But a few laps in and the heav-
ens opened and the track be-
came slippery.  Very slippery, 
particularly on slick tyres.   
     Lots of Alfas spun, several 
ended up off the track (Andrew 
Fulcher in his lovely 147 hitting 
the safety barriers) including a 
spin of the MiTo on Paddock 
Hill, mercifully avoiding the 
gravel.  But our qualifying time 
was poor so we ended up at 
the back of the grid for the first 
race. 
     The difficulty for the next 
few hours was knowing how 
the first race would pan out in 
terms of the weather.  Roughly 
an hour before race 1 the rain 
stopped and the sun came out, 
but watching the other races 
on the track clearly showed a 

Scuderia MiTo 
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very wet track so we opted for 
our wet tyres for the race.  In our 
class, the decisions were split 
with a few drivers opting for 
slicks and others opting for wets. 
     In the end, the first half of the 
race was a wet track but it dried 
quickly during the race so for-
tunes reversed about half way 
through - wet tyres became slow-
er and slick tyres became fast. 

     We finished race 1 in 7th 
position overall (out of 17) and 
picked up 4th in class 
(promoted to 3rd as a car 
ahead of us wasn’t officially 
approved).  We had a fastest 
lap of 59.825 - not too shabby 
in the conditions as the fastest 
lap of the race was 58.788. 
     Race 2 was a different 
matter and the weather had 

cleared and we were back on 
slicks.  The car performed pretty 
well in the first race so we didn’t 
really change anything. 
     That second race was proba-
bly our best performance to 
date.  I can’t tell you how happy I 
was that we actually lapped a 
couple of the 2-litre TwinSpark 
147 and 156 cars! 
     We finished race 2 in 4 place 
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overall (out of 17) and 3rd in 
class with a fastest lap of 
57.805.  The renowned Dave 
Messenger who races a V6 156 
GTA in our class put in a fastest 
lap of 56.510, so we’re not a 
million miles from that. 
     I said at the beginning that 
we also entered the Italiano vs 
Rest of the World Allcomers 
Race for no apparent reason. 

     Well of course there were 
reasons.  It gave us some extra 
track time, it would be an inter-
esting test of the MiTo and (truth 
be told) there were only three 
Italian cars entered (including 
us!) so we had a pretty  certain 
likelihood of getting an Italian 
class podium finish! 
     The race included a Porsche 
997, a couple of MGB GT V8s, a 

Ginetta G50, a Mazda RX8 
along with an Alfa Romeo 75 
and a 33.  Plus our MiTo. 
     Back on slick tyres, Ben did a 
fantastic job all the way round 
holding off the 75 and the 33 
until the last lap when the MiTo 
developed a mis-fire. 
     On the last lap, the highly-
tuned Alfa 33 just managed to 
pass us and take the win, with 

Ben coming in 2nd. 
     The mis-fire was, predictably, 
down to a spark-plug, something 
that seems to have plagued us a 
bit this season.  We normally 
change the plugs every other 
race but it never occurred to us 
for this final fling with the All-
comers. 
     So we came away from Festi-
val Italia with 32 championship 
points, two 3rd place trophies 
and a 2nd place trophy for the 
Italiano vs Rest of the World. 
     But more importantly, the car 
(and Ben and the team) per-
formed brilliantly and put on a 
great show for the high number 
of spectators.  We received lots 
of comments from strangers and 
supporters alike that our MiTo 
looked fantastic on the track and 
was starting to deliver consistent 
and reliable results. 
     I remain convinced that the 
MultiAir can be a competitive 
racing car, and we’re proving 
that.  And if I could fit my girth in 
the racing seat I’d happily use my 
old MiTo for work next week 
with no worries about reliability.   
     But the MOT has expired... 
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     I’d never been to C&M be-
fore so it was a risk for us, 
though I had heard very good 
things about the place. 
     It’s certainly a cool place to 
hang out, and is very well 
attended by all sorts of car lov-
ers in all types of vehicles. 
     Queueing, ordering and 
waiting for lunch was a bit of a 
faff, but perhaps that’s a result 
of turning up with 39 people at 
once! 
     I would certainly go again 
but I’d make sure we’d eaten 
first so we can really enjoy our 
visit on a full stomach.   
     You will find lots of photos 
from both Prodrive and C&M 
on our Gallery on mitoregis-
ter.com along with a video of 
our visit on our Youtube page, 
but I have to say neither can 
really give you the feelings we 
had on our two-part day. 
     Enormous thanks to all who 
attended, you made it great. 

     You may have noticed that 
we’ve been organising a couple 
of MiTo Register member 
events this year, including our 
Curborough track day and this 
event, an exclusive factory tour 
at Prodrive followed by lunch at 
Caffeine & Machine. 
     I aim to have more events 
next year just for AROC mem-
bers of the MiTo Register too, 
so I’m delighted these events 
went well or I’d be in trouble! 
     I won’t give much away 
about this event, other than to 
say the Prodrive factory tour 
was genuinely fascinating to 
see and not something that any 
ordinary member of the public 
can experience.  The wealth of 
history, experience and engi-
neering at Prodrive was clearly 
evident… and it was so clean! 
     Following a short MiTo con-
voy across country, we arrived 
at Caffeine & Machine, a nirva-
na for petrol-heads. 

Prodrive Tour | Caffeine & Machine 
8th September 2019   
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enable MiTo owners, today and 
in years to come, to find data and 
information about their cars to 
service, maintain and upgrade 
for today and the future. 
     There are broadly four phases 
to my magical parts system plan.  
Though I should state at the out-
set that I am constantly thinking 
up new things and other than the 
first two phases I have no con-
crete plans or timescales for the 
following phases. 
     The first phase was to get the 
website working and structured 
using a hierarchy system that 
would enable people to find their 
way to the first-phase PDF files of 

     The eagle-eyed among you 
may have spotted that I’m a bit 
of a nerd. 
     In some aspects of my life, 
this is a problem.  Decades ago 
I used to write software and 
now when one of my software 
team have an issue I can’t help 
myself from interfering and 
trying to fix things (I’m rarely 
successful). 
     But in some aspects of my 
life it proves helpful, such as 
the MiTo Parts System that is in 
development (and will probably 
be in development for years to 
come!). 
   If you haven’t seen the cur-
rent incarnation, it is on our 
website at mitoregister.com/
parts.  But it is a bit complex for 
people to get to grips with, so I 
aim to evolve it, albeit slowly. 
     I should preface this with 
clarifying that I am a fully paid-
up, licenced and registered 
recipient of the data and user 
of the system from FCA, so no-
body need worry about what 
I’m nerdily busying myself with. 
     But I am conscious that as 
the years go by, finding this 
data will become less and less 
important to dealers, specialists 
and parts suppliers as the Alfa 
Romeo range gets replaced 
with the Giulia, Stelvio, Tonale 
and other exciting new cars 
that one day will be all the sup-
pliers care about. 
     So I am quite determined to 

can be viewed through that very 
basic hierarchy. 
     The second phase, which is 
almost complete, is to extract all 
that data into a database and 
encode all the compatibility 
codes into a more readable for-
mat so you, a MiTo owner, can 
understand it better.  For exam-
ple, the code 222 means the 
gearbox is TCT.  And KW119 
means the 170bhp MiTo.  For 
the time being, the outputs will 
still be a PDF file that is (almost) 
automatically generated from 
the underlying data, but by gen-
erating the PDFs ourselves we 
can at least update the format 

parts for the MiTo.  MiTo parts 
are split into three year level-1 
categories (2008-2011, 2011-2013 
and 2013-2018), within which 
there are 24 level-2 sub-
categories (e.g. engine, clutch, 
cooling, brakes etc).  Within each 
level-2 category, there are numer-
ous level-3 categories. 
     To put all this in perspective, 
the end result is approximately 
400 PDF files with between 1 and 
30 pages in each, and each page 
has many parts listed based on 
various compatibility. 
     So that first phase is done at 
mitoregister.com/parts and there 
are around 400 PDF files which 
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and get the data ready for the 
subsequent phases. 
     In the unlikely event that 
you’re still reading this, the 
final phases are based on the 
fact that we will have all the 
data that underpins the parts 
systems used by dealers. 
     The third phase will be to 
make our parts database more 
robust and get smarter with the 
coding.  There will still be lots 
of unrecognisable codes in the 
coming weeks as I don’t want 
to simply update every code in 
case I find another reason to 
retain the code because of 
some other compatibility prob-
lem I might find.  But I also 
want to make the database 
searchable online so we can 
quickly do a parts lookup with-
out going through all the hier-
archy. 
     The final phase is what I ten-
tatively call the “all singing all 
dancing parts system”.  I’ve no 

idea if I’ll get to this, but the aim 
is to create meta-data to find 
parts easier through an updated 
online system.  Not everyone 
knows what to search for, so the 
ability to search for a “twinair 
engine hose” could bring up sev-
eral options and pictures for you 
to identify what you need with-
out knowing exactly what the 
part is. 
     The images below show the 
existing system PDF on the left 
and the new generated (phase 2) 
PDF on the right.  You can see 
that we are retaining as many 
aspects as we can for consisten-
cy, but updating general for-
matting and coding for compati-
bility.  The key benefit is that the 
data is all populated from our 
own database. 
     This database of course is not 
fit to be directly accessed yet - 
that is for a later phase, but at 
least it gives us the foundations 
for any future developments. 

MiTo Parts System 
New updates and data mapping on the way 

     My aim is always to empower 
owners to find the information 
they need, but of course paid-up 
AROC members can always con-
tact me to find or confirm specific 
parts for their MiTo.  It is slightly 
simpler for me as I can simply 
enter your registration or chassis 
details into the FCA system and 
not worry about any compatibility 
coding (an example of the FCA 
system is shown at the bottom of 
the previous page, showing the 
same content as the PDFs below). 
     Unfortunately, that’s not func-
tionality I think we can ever 
achieve, though I never say never. 
     But that level of complexity 
may have to wait until phase thir-
ty-five. 
     In the meantime, members 
have already told me the parts 
system is proving useful, and 
hopefully in the coming months 
we will develop it further to really 
add value to MiTo owners, even if 
it’s just to have a nosey at parts. 



Starting Wiring Diagram 
1.4 MultiAir with Stop/Start 
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Component Name

A001 BATTERY

A005 CONTACT BOARD

A010 ALTERNATOR

A020 STARTER MOTOR

B001 JUNCTION UNIT

B045 LUGGAGE COMPARTMENT JUNCTION UNIT

B111 BATTERY CHARGE STATUS SENSOR FUSE

C002 BATTERY EARTH ON ENGINE

C003 BATTERY EARTH ON BODYSHELL

C015 DASHBOARD EARTH (DRIVER SIDE)

D001 FRONT/DASHBOARD COUPLING

D006 FRONT/REAR COUPLING

H001 IGNITION SWITCH

K059 BATTERY CHARGE STATUS SENSOR  

M001 BODY COMPUTER

Colour Description

A LIGHT BLUE

B WHITE

C ORANGE

G YELLOW

H GREY

L BLUE

M BROWN

N BLACK

R RED

S PINK

V GREEN

Z PURPLE



 

Tailgate Wiring Diagram 
All MiTo models 
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Component Name

A001 BATTERY

B001 JUNCTION UNIT

C015 DASHBOARD EARTH (DRIVER SIDE)

C028 EARTH ON TAILGATE

D006 FRONT/REAR COUPLING

E050 INSTRUMENT PANEL

H001 IGNITION SWITCH

I033 SWITCH ON BOOT OUTER HANDLE

M001 BODY COMPUTER

N057 BOOT LOCK GEARED MOTOR

P093 AERIAL FOR ALARM AND CENTRAL LOCKING

Colour Description

A LIGHT BLUE

B WHITE

C ORANGE

G YELLOW

H GREY

L BLUE

M BROWN

N BLACK

R RED

S PINK

V GREEN

Z PURPLE
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MITCAR 
31st August 2019  |  Jaguar Land Rover Classic Works 

but it was honestly something to 
behold and the total value of the 
cars in that area must run into 
dozens of millions of pounds. 
     I’ve included several photos 
from the event in this News-
letter, but of course there are 
many more photos in our Gallery 
on mitoregister.com and there is 
a video of the day on the AROC 
UK Youtube channel too. 
     Special thanks must go to 
John Griffiths our AROC Chair-
man and Director responsible for 
events for making all the ar-
rangements, and of course to the 
AROC members who helped on 
the day with marshalling. 
     For me, whilst I’m an avid lov-
er of almost all Italian cars (and, 
dare I say, Land Rovers, and I 
have owned many Series Land 
Rovers over the years), the high-
light of the day for me was Billy 
Hardwicke bringing his lovely 
dogs along to the event!  If I had 
to prioritise, I would almost cer-
tainly put dogs ahead of Italian 
cars, Alfas or otherwise, so 
meeting those particular 
attendees was fantastic. 
     Another fabulous AROC event 
in a fantastic new location, and a 
huge thank you to all of you who 
came along with your MiTos! 

     MITCAR last year was wet.  
Very wet.  So this year the Alfa 
Romeo Owners Club (who or-
ganise and run the event for all 
Italian car owners) ensured 
there were plenty of indoor 
activities, just in case! 
     As it turned out, it was a nice 
dry day but the location, the 
Jaguar Land Rover Classic 
Works in Coventry, did indeed 
have some fascinating indoor 
sights to behold and at just £5 
per car was amazing value. 
     We used two carparks at the 
venue for Italian car parking, 
and inside the facility there 
were broadly three areas: the 
reception (featuring some clas-
sic and modern Land Rovers 
and Jaguars), the workshop 
(where Land Rovers, Range 
Rovers and classic Jaguars un-
dergo complete nut-and-bolt 
rebuilds) and the secret (no 
photography) storage area 
where literally hundreds of 
classic, modern, rare and eclec-
tic cars are stored, some of 
which are for future rebuilds, 
some of which are owned by 
customers and some of which 
are quite literally one-offs. 
     I won’t try to describe this 
area as I couldn’t do it justice, 



MITCAR 
31st August 2019  |  Jaguar Land Rover Classic Works 
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MiTo Imola Edition 
Limited edition of 150 for the Japanese Market 

are based on the 155bhp MiTo 
Veloce (the top of the range at 
that time).  And being in Japan, 
all were right hand drive. 
     A search of cars for sale in 
Japan at the time of writing re-
vealed a couple of Imola MiTos 
for sale such as the one pictured 
below, and with low mileage 
(under 36,000 kms) they are sell-
ing for around 1.5M YEN (approx. 
£10,500), but I did find a slightly 
higher mileage one for around 
£9,000.  And remember, this is 
for a 2010 MiTo 155 Veloce. 
     MiTos are still very popular in 
Japan and hold their values con-
siderably better than most Euro-
pean countries, and the Imola 
Edition certainly commands a 
premium among the Alfa Romeo 
communities in Japan. 
     I’m not aware of an Imola Edi-
tion in the UK, though shipping 
from Japan is common-place 
these days.  But I suspect with 
shipping and import costs, a bill 
of around £15,000 is a little high 
even for the most avid MiTo lov-
ers over here. 
     But as usual, that doesn’t stop 
me wanting one... 

     Imola is the home of the 
Autodromo Enzo e Dino Ferrari, 
the circuit which previously 
hosted the San Morino Grand 
Prix. 
     But in 1994, Rubens Bar-
richello was almost killed dur-
ing the 1994 Grand Prix prac-
tice session, Roland Ratzen-
berger was killed during quali-
fying, and memorably Ayrton 
Senna was killed during the 
race after hitting the concrete 
wall at Tamburello corner.  
     Despite track improvements, 
Imola was removed from the F1 
calendar in 2007, just before 
the release of the MiTo.  But 
the name Imola has long been 
associated with colours of cars, 
as have many race tracks such 
as Daytona, Monaco, Sepang, 
Dakar, Le Mans, Silverstone and 
even Goodwood. 
     Look through recent colour 
options of manufacturers such 
as BMW, Audi, Maserati and, of 
course, Alfa Romeo, and you 
will find a Daytona Grey, a 
Leguna Seca Blue and, you 
guessed it, Imola Yellow.  
Though historically Imola has 
normally been associated with 
red because of the Ferrari influ-
ence. 
     And so it was that in the 
middle of 2010 Alfa Romeo 
announced a special edition of 
the MiTo for the Japanese mar-
ket that would be appropriately 
called the Imola Edition, only 
available in Imola Yellow (a 
colour never used on any other 
MiTo, and quite different from 
Corsa Yellow). 
     Limited to just 150 cars, the 
Imola Edition had several fea-
tures typically only available as 
options, plus an exclusive 
plaque fitted above the DNA 
switch (though the plaques did 
not have unique numbers like 
the SBK edition did). 
     The car was fitted as stand-
ard with red Brembo front cali-
pers, the three-spoke 18” 
sports wheels, silver mirror 
caps and a leather interior. 
     All Imolas were fitted with 
black leather interior, and all 
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MiTo Imola Edition 
Limited edition of 150 for the Japanese Market 
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MiTo Colour Codes 
Find and know the colour code of your UK production MiTo 

     All Alfa Romeo MiTos have a 
colour code sticker on the under-
side of the bonnet like the sticker 
on the left. 
     Simply lift your bonnet and 
make a note of the colour (e.g. 
ROSSO ALFA) and the Code (e.g. 
289, 607). 
     Some colours will also have a 
letter after the number, and col-
ours will be in Italian. 
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History of the MiTo 
A brief history of the Alfa Romeo MiTo in the UK 

45 




