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10th Anniversary with Vicki! 

     Well, we just completed our in-

credible MiTo 10th Anniversary 

event at Curborough with a fantas-

tic turnout, great weather, great 

people, cool prizes and of course 

our special guest Vicki Butler-

Henderson who was a joy and 

thrashed a couple of our MiTos! 

     We celebrated the MiTo in style, 

as I hope the pictures in this news-

letter show.  I think everyone had 

fun, there was lots of happy people 

trying their MiTo off the public 

highway for the first time, and 

there was genuine feeling of to-

getherness, a sharing of love for 

our cars and recognition of the 

tenth year of the MiTo. 

     We had fantastic support from 

the Alfa Romeo Owners Club mem-

bers bringing along a Giulia Quadri-

foglio, the white 4C that Vicki test-

ed on Fifth Gear, a GTV Cup and a 

GT V6.  I felt real friendship and 

David Faithful  AROC MiTo Registrar 
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camaraderie at the event, along 

with a faint smell of hot oil and 

brake pads on fire... 

     Congratulations to the prize win-

ners and I hope everyone enjoyed 

the day and will cherish their good-

ie bags for all time (I’ll be watching 

eBay just in case). 

     But to everyone who came, my 

heart-felt thanks.  You made it the 

day it was.  You really did. 

     Of course, we do have other 

useful articles in this edition too, 

including our first article from a 

member!  My thanks to Paul New-

berry for his great article on the 

bumper-off headlight swap, and for 

giving me a few less pages to fill! 

     Now onwards to the National 

Alfa Day on 1st July!  Hope to see 

you there…   

     Enjoy your MiTo! 

Next Event 
 

AROC National Alfa Day 

Weston Park 

Shropshire  TF11 8LE  

Sun 1st July 2018 

AROC’s main event returns to Weston Park, 

the home of the V Festival. 
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    The Alfa Romeo Owners Club 
UK celebrated the 10th Anniver-
sary of our MiTo in some style at 
our Anniversary event on Tuesday 
19th June (the exact 10th Anniver-
sary of the MiTo launch) at 
Curborough Sprint Course. 
     We had a fabulous turnout of 
MiTo owners and their glorious 
cars, and were treated not only to 
some incredible Alfa Romeos on 
display but also of course our spe-
cial guest, Vicki Butler-Henderson 
who made the day very special 
indeed for everyone.  It turns out 
Vicki is just a normal like us and 
was a fun person to have around.  
Unless she drove your MiTo, in 
which case you probably had a bit 
of a shock at the speed your car 
can actually go on a track! 
     Here are just a small selection 
of photos from the event which, if 
you were there, will bring back 
some nice memories, and if you 

couldn’t make it I hope they give 
you just a feeling of what it was 
like.  All photos and the video 
footage will be published soon. 
     I want to thank the MiTo 
attendees who made the day so 
great, who were: James Fernley, 
Robert Gregory, Stuart Hermis-
ton, Alex Houlbrook, Richard 
Jemison, Ian Jephcott, Alex Little-
wood, Ian Livett, Myfyr Madoc-
Jones, Elliot Mitchell, Rudi Pack, 
Owen Reeve, Steve Smith, Oliver 
Sormaz, Garry Tait, Allie Taylor, 
Alex Williams and Hugh Wood-
ward, along with my long-
suffering brother Michael  Faithful 
for bringing my other car again! 
     Huge thanks to Nick Wright, 
Paul Jones, Dave McFarland and 
Michael Ward for all they did, and 
to Graham Whiteside, Lee Gub-
bins, Graham Lay, David Munro 
and Rod Mossop for displaying 
their beautiful Alfa Romeos. 
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     Updating your maps for your 
later model Uconnect Nav sys-
tem is relatively straightfor-
ward, you just need a little pa-
tience and a big USB stick. 
     Unlike the older version of 
the TomTom Navs in earlier 
MiTos which use the PC/Mac 
application TomTom MyDrive 
Connect, the later Uconnect 
system uses the application 
TomTom HOME.  Whichever 
system you use, you need a 
TomTom account which is easy 
to create using an email ad-
dress and a password.  You use 
this account on both the PC 
application and on your device 
so you can use subscription 
services like Live Traffic.  In the 
unlikely event that (like me) 
you have both an older and a 
newer MiTo, you will need two 
TomTom accounts with differ-
ent email addresses.  The 
TomTom account system does 
not seem to allow you to have 
two different systems (i.e. my 
older TomTom Live 2 and my 
newer Uconnect) linked to only 
one account.   
     The whole process takes 
around one and a half hours if 
you have a map upgrade.  This 
is roughly 40 minutes to down-
load the update then another 
30 minutes to install the update 
in the MiTo (plus 20 minutes at 
your PC or Mac and swapping 
between that and your car).  
And you need to apply the up-
dates in your car with the en-
gine running, so plan to do this 
when you are happy to sit in 
your car (or have it safely 
parked somewhere with the 
engine running) for half an hour 
or so.  
 

Step 1: Install TomTom HOME 
 

     So to begin, if you haven’t 
already, you need to download 
the TomTom HOME app to your 
Windows or Mac computer.  On 
your browser, go to 
tomtom.com/home and follow 
the instructions for either Win-
dows or Mac to download and 
install the TomTom HOME 

     Then insert your formatted 
USB stick and the system starts 
loading up the USB with your ex-
isting settings and maps.   

This only takes a few minutes un-
til you see the final “Preparation 
of the USB device is completed” 
screen.  Press Next and remove 
your USB stick. 

 

Step 4: Download Updates 
 

     On your computer, launch the 
TomTom HOME application. 

product to your computer. 

Step 2: Prepare the USB stick 
 

     You will need an empty FAT32 
formatted USB stick with at least 
8GB free.  So you either need a 
new USB stick (almost all are 
FAT32 formatted) or use one you 
already have but ensure you ei-
ther completely re-format it in 
FAT32 or delete all the files from 
it. 
 

Step 3: In your MiTo, update the 
              USB Stick 
 

     With your ignition on, go into 
your Nav and click Settings, then 
select Navitation Updates.  You 
will see the “Do you want to pre-
pare a USB device” screen.  Press 
Yes. 

Map Update 
Update your later model MiTo Nav map…  
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     You may be prompted to log-
in or create a TomTom account, 
or click “Log in” in the top/right 
corner.  If you do not have a 
TomTom Account, create one 
now, (it takes a few seconds) 
otherwise login with your email 
and password. 
     You will see the “Connect a 
navigation device” screen.   

     Now insert your USB stick and 
the TomTom HOME application 
will recognise your Nav device 
and the screen will change to 
give you options including 
“Update my Uconnect”. 

     Click this option and the 
TomTom HOME will check for 
any available map updates and 
you will see the latest available 
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updates.  Note, if there are 
none but you know your MiTo 
has old maps, you will need to 
click Back and purchase a new 
map. 

     If updates are available, you 
can click on More Info and see 
the detail of the map.   

     Once you are happy with the 
choice of map, select the map 
you require then click Update 
and Install.   
     You will see the “Busy 
changing files” screen and the 
“Do not disconnect the naviga-
tion device popup”.   

     Click OK on that popup and 
you can see the progress of the 
downloads and updates.   

     To download a full Europe 
map takes around 35 minutes, 
then another 10 minutes to 
copy all the contents to the 

     Press Start and you will see the 
warning to ensure you leave eve-
rything running for 30 minutes.   

     Press OK and you will then see 
the “Update in progress” screen 
and the progress bar.   

USB stick. 
     But once this is complete, you 
will see the “Finished Organising 
files” notification and you can 
click Done. 

     At this stage, your USB stick is 
loaded with the updates for your 
MiTo, so you are finished with 
the TomTom HOME app and can 
remove your USB stick. 
 

Step 5: Update your MiTo map 
 

     Make sure you are either hap-
py to sit in your car for half an 
hour or your car will be safe with 
the engine running, as this step 
needs your engine running as the 
updates can take up to half an 
hour. 
     Start your engine and ensure 
your Uconnect has launched.  
Insert your USB stick and you will 
see the “Do you want to update 
your system” message. 

Map Update 
Update your later model MiTo Nav map…  
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     Once the update is complete, 
the screen will show the 
“Update completed successfully. 
It’s now safe to remove your 
USB device”.   

     Press Close and remove your 
USB stick, and your Uconnect 
will be loaded with the latest 
TomTom map. 
     Overall, the process is quite 
slick and certainly an improve-
ment over earlier versions. 
     Just be prepared for the 
times needed, particularly apply-
ing the updates in your MiTo. 
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     In this, our MiTo 10th anniver-
sary year, I wanted to share a sto-
ry of an architectural specialist 
called Studio Architetti based in 
Torino (Turin), Italy.  They have a 
long and successful track record as 
innovative architects, working on 
projects including major industrial 
buildings, residential homes as 
well as event and how structures. 
     Recently, Studio Architetti led 
and delivered the re-architecting 
of the FCA Cassino plant, deliver-
ing Quadrifoglio Avenue, a sus-
tainable renovation including an 
eco park, photovoltaic “trees”, 
water recovery basins and the 
iconic visitor entrance and factory 
plant entrances along a 900 metre 
avenue where people, technology, 
the environment and innovation 
come together. 
     Which is all very interesting, 
but what does that have to do 
with the MiTo?  In 2008, the 
launch year of the MiTo, Studio 
Architetti were commissioned to 

create an innovative and new 
event stand for Alfa Romeo for 
the 2008 Paris Motor Show (the 
Mondial de l’automobile de Par-
is).  Studio Architetti had previ-
ously create the show stands for 
the motor shows in Frankfurt and 
Tokyo, but Paris was to be an 
enormous event needing some-
thing special for Alfa Romeo, 
showcasing the new MiTo.  
     And special it was.  Covering 
1160 square metres, the theme of 
the stand was speed through dy-
namic and fluid form, with the 
profile of the 8C Competizione 
forming the outline of the stand 
and the wall behind.  Moreover, 
with five MiTos on display along-
side a 159, a Brera, two 8Cs and a 
159 Sportwagon the newly 
launched MiTo was very much 
centre-stage and in abundance. 
     The stand included a press-
room, a lounge and restaurant 
area, an Alfa Romeo boutique 
along with various displays and 

June 2018 - Issue 7 



2008 Mondial de l’automobile de Paris 
The Incredible Motor Show Stand in the MiTo Launch Year 

MiTo - AROC MiTo Register Newsletter 

showcases.  At a time when motor 
show stands were still basically big 
boxes, Studio Architetti and Alfa 
Romeo re-invented how to present 
cars, and their Paris stand from 
2008 still stands today as one of 
the most impressive and innovative 
triumphs in vehicle exhibition. 
     Details of much of the work Stu-
dio Architetti can be found at 
www.piustudio.it and all images 
are their copyright and used with 
permission. 
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     Most things in life occur due 
to a process of cause and 
effect, you hit something hard 
with a hammer and depending 
on what it is – it will break. You 
will know what caused the 
damage because you know you 
were over enthusiastic with 
your hammer. So to be greeted 
with a really unusual bit of 
damage to my left hand Mito 
headlight sparked a bit of con-
fusion and debate. 
     It was a raised set of bubbles 
just off centre of the main 
beam, which, a few days later 
developed a crack. Impact dam-
age was my first thought, but it 
was not like any stone chip to a 
headlight I have ever seen. The 
bubbles made me think that it 
was heat damage and I know 
aftermarket bulbs can melt 
diffusers and that was a possi-
bility, but the bulb was factory 
fitted and is the recommended 
bulb and in any case damage 
was off centre of the main 
beam. The damage literally 
looked like someone had held a 
flame to the plastic and it had 
melted from the outside in. The 
main dealer could not suggest a 
reason and their mechanics had 
been very helpful in the past. I 
tried our club members whilst 
lined up at various shows and 
this also drew a blank. Whilst at 
Spring Alfa day at Duxford, I 
approached the ever helpful 
and knowledgeable David 
Faithful. The AROC register and 
all round Guru for everything 
MiTo related. Although the 
issue was something new to 
him, the recommendation was 
to change the whole unit as the 
whole headlight assembly is 
one big sealed unit. He uttered 
those words that all MiTo own-
ers dread to hear – “It’s a 
bumper off job I’m afraid.” The 
English are ever masters of the 
understatement. 
     David went on to explain 
where the fixing bolts to the 
head lights were and the inher-
ent weakness of two bumper 
brackets. He was as ever help-

the part labels that do not stick 
very well and come off very 
early in the vehicle’s life so you 
may have to check the Alfa 
part number with a main deal-
er. 

 Front bumper clips both sides, 
left being part number 
0050510295 and 0050510294 
right. 

 A set of four specialised rivets, 
these are important as no oth-
er common or garden rivet will 
hold the bumper clips firmly 

ful with part numbers and some 
really good bits of advice about 
what to do. Although I’m not 
adverse to this sort of job, I have 
never done it before. So a bit of 
research later and I had located 
the parts and an old school Alfa 
workshop in the form of Ian 
Stamper at Autobritalia in Dun-
kirk, Kent. I have to say a very 
sincere, “Thank You,” to him as 
without his patience at me 
pointing a camera at him all day 
and asking thousands of ques-
tions, this article would not have 
been possible. 
     If you are going down the gen-
uine parts route this is what you 
require: 

 Both left and right headlight 
units. Left is 505278170 and 
the right is 505278250. The 
Valeo ones that Alfa fit are 
part numbers, left P67766351 
and right P67766361. The la-
bel will display both part num-
bers. It is worth checking the 
inner side walls of the unit in 
situ (with a mirror as it’s hard 
to see) as not only did the unit 
change after 2013 but suppli-
ers could vary. This is one of 

MiTo Headlight Swap 
OMG No! It’s a bumper-off job… Article by Paul Newberry 
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enough in place, they are 
very wide headed and they 
are specially cut to fold in a 
certain way. Part number 
0051756626. 

     Aftermarket wise there are a 
few alternatives especially the 
Depo headlight units that can be 
obtained from Autodoc in Ger-
many and take about a week to 
arrive. You should check very 
carefully that the OEM Alfa part 
number matches the Autodoc 
part numbers of, left 3005083 
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     As you can see in the image on 
the next page, getting to this bolt 

and right 3005083. The Auto-
doc web site is very good at 
doing this if you Google the 
original Alfa part number and 
choose the Autodoc website, 
but remember to do a double 
check by selecting your exact 
engine type on the site. Engine 
type being a bit of a journey of 
discovery for me, can simply be 
found by lifting the boot carpet. 
There is a riveted plate on the 
left that contains a series of 
numbers. One of which is for 
body type and engine type and 
by looking in your owner’s 
manual (or talking to your main 
dealer) it will reveal the engine 
and body type when checking 
the manual. The Autodoc web-
site will then tell you from the 
further details tab whether the 
part you have selected will fit 
your MiTo. 
     There are a few quirks with 
aftermarket parts and later, in 
this article there are a few 
checks that you should perform 
to make sure your headlights 
actually work after the bumper 
has been replaced. Otherwise 
you will be taking the bumper 
off again and quite possibly be 
drilling out your second set of 
rivets and trying to obtain more 
bumper clips at the end of the 
day when the suppliers have 
closed. Forewarned is fore-
armed and as a safety net I 
would buy more than one pair 
of bumper clips, but more of 
that later. 
     Tool wise you will need: 

 Electric drill and bit to drill 
out rivets. The bit needs to 
be high quality as drilling out 
the rivets has to be accurate. 

 Torcx head screw driver and 
bit set. 

 Metric spanner and socket 
set. 

 Posidrive screwdrivers. 

 Masking tape and good 
quality rivet gun. 

 The assistance of a, “friend,” 
as parts of this job will take 
two people. It would be a 
good idea to brief them 
about various aspects of the 

job, as there would be nothing 
worse than doing this half way 
through removing the front 
bumper. 

     No matter what you do, the 
head light will not come off a 
Mito without removing the 
bumper. 
 

Step 1: Masking 
 

     Mask off the seam between 
the bumper and the wing. The 
bumper flexes and on removal 
and on refitting could scratch the 
paintwork.  
 

Step 2: Remove undertray 
 

     Release the undertray from 
below the engine by removing 
the 9 cross-head screws. 
 

Step 3: Remove bumper bolts 
 

Remove the four torcx bolts from 
on top of the bumper and from 
below. A dish for all the screws 
and fixings is a good idea at this 
stage.  
 

Step 4: Remove inner arches 
 

     Remove the plastic inner 
wheel arches.   There are three 
screws up the forward edges of 
the arches, one down below and 
one above, as highlighted by the 
red dots in the diagram.  Once un
-done push the outer edges of 
the liners in and get your fingers 
behind to ease them out without 
damaging your paintwork.  Older 
models may have a splash guard 
screwed to the bottom of the 
liner so check for that first if you 
have an earlier MiTo. 
     Having a spare set of Alfa fix-
ings for these is a good idea 
(OEM Alfa part numbers are 
14368974, 15534507, 50504884, 
718115080 and 15532409 and 
cost about £25 per corner at the 
front)  
 

Step 5: Remove final bumper 
             bolts inside wheel arch 
 

     With the removal of the inner 
wheel arch, you can remove the 
bolt that joins the top of the 
bumper to the bottom of the 
wing where the two join just in-
side the wheel arch.  

MiTo Headlight Swap 
OMG No! It’s a bumper-off job… Article by Paul Newberry 

MiTo - AROC MiTo Register Newsletter 

either side would be impossible 
without removing the plastic 
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Step 1: Mask the wing for protection 

Step 3: Top and bottom (pictured) bumper bolts 

Step 4: Remove inner wheel arches 



units are re-fitted and space be-
comes a premium and scrapped 
knuckles are inevitable when you 
have not done your homework. 
 

Step 10: Re-fit new headlights 
 

     So time to fit the new head-

wheel arches first.  
 

Step 6: Disconnect electrics 
 

     At this stage it may seem 
obvious but disconnect any-
thing electrical that connects to 
the bumper, fog lights, head-
lights etc. 
 

Step 7: Bumper removal 
 

     Now the bumper is ready to 
come off and really is the stage 
where things can go wrong. So 
make sure you have a spare 
pair of bumper clips and rivets.  
(If things do go wrong there is a 
section at the end of the article 
covering how to put things 
right.) 
     Bumper removal requires 
two people, one on either side. 
First spray a lubricant such as 
the furniture polish “Pledge” 
into the bumper clips from the 
inside. Making sure you get the 
clip nearest the headlight as 
this is the clip that breaks most 
frequently. 
     Starting at the wheel arch 
end, get your fingers in against 
the clip and slowly ease the 
bumper off the clips. Although 
the clip is one unit, it holds the 
bumper in three places. Two at 
the side and one right at the 
front near the headlight. Once 
you feel the bumper ease 
against the last clip, ease the 
bumper off a separate clip di-
rectly below the head lamp 
unit. The bumper will then sep-
arate from the car. Revealing all 
the access bolts to the head-
lights.  
 

Step 8: Headlight removal 
 

     The head lights can then be 
removed but don’t forget to 
remove the little plastic bung 
screw that joins the headlight 
bracket to the wing. The unit 
itself is held on with three bolts 
as well.   
     You can see how precarious 
the bumper clip is and why 
they break so easily and why it 
makes access so much easier 
once the bumper is off. Slowly, 
carefully and with as much 

preparation as possible to get to 
this stage took about two hours 
by two mechanics with each over 
40 years of Alfa experience. 

     I decided to replace both 
headlights as very often the plas-
tic inside will fade and replacing 
only one would drive my OCD 
mental if the headlights were a 
different shade. So after both 
were out, the next stage was to 
compare old and new headlights 
to make sure they were the same 
and to swap bits over such as 
bulbs. Yes don’t forget the bulbs 
as it saves a lot of fiddling after-
wards. 
 

Step 9: Swap/replace bulbs 
 

     Top tip here from the guys, 
leave the plastic cling film over 
the lens until the unit has been 
replaced in the car. Swap over 
the bulbs and get to know how 
stuff works on the lights. OEM 
bulbs are ten times better than 
aftermarket ones and will last 
longer. Check the movement on 
the motor works and which ad-
juster does what. The Alfa head-
light units have 10 mm white 
adjuster nuts and the Depo ones 
are 10mm for left and right 
movement and 11mm for the up 
and down movement adjuster. 
For both units the outer adjuster 
is for left and right movement 
and the inner is for up and down. 
This will save you an hour in fid-
dling about when the headlight 
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lights, the guys top tip was to 
secure the headlight with the 
fixing bolt just at the front of the 
bumper bracket as in the step 
10 picture on the next page and 
to tighten it against the metal of 
the wing. The refitted bumper 
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Step 5: Remove final bumper bolts (RH side shown) 

Step 7: Bumper removed 

WING 

BUMPER 

Step 8: Headlight removal (4 bolts) 



MiTo Register Facebook Group 
and I have to thank Stefan Franci-
ak for a very important photo that 
he posted, on the next page. 
     Now this would drive me crazy 

panel could then be adjusted 
around it. You can also see here 
how specialised the Alfa rivets 
are and how the bumper brack-
et is secured. This picture was 
taken from below. Use a fibre 
washer under the nut head and 
coat the area with wax oil. 
     Then tighten the two other 
bolts, they are not hidden by 
the bumper and adjustment is 
still possible. It’s only the bolt 
in the above picture you cannot 
get to. So it is important to 
tighten that one completely. 
Don’t forget the plastic bung 
screw that also attaches the 
farthest back headlight bracket 
to the top of the wing just in 
front of the bonnet rubber.  
 

Step 11: Refit bumper 
 

     Then it’s time to refit the 
bumper and again this is a two 
person job. Once the bumper 
has been offered up, you can 
start easing the bumper on to 
the fixings on the bumper 
bracket starting from the wheel 
arch end and working your way 
round till you reach the fixing 
on the bracket nearest the out-
er edge of the headlight. Be 
very careful here and use a 
lubricant, cleverly placed, be-
fore the bumper was offered 
up. Pledge is good for this as it 
dries off after a while. Next 
don’t forget the clip that is 
attached to the base of the 
headlight unit and ease the 
bumper onto it. If you are using 
an aftermarket unit, check that 
this clip is fitted and if need be 
unbolt the one from the old 
unit and bolt it on to the new 
unit if it has not been supplied 
and prior to offering up the 
bumper and preferably whilst 
the headlight unit was on the 
bench being checked over.  
     So far so good and now it is a 
matter of replacing the bolts to 
the top and bottom of the 
bumper and making any adjust-
ments to the position in rela-
tion to the bonnet. Do not try 
to alter the position of the bon-
net as that is a nightmare of 

woes. Just position the bumper 
to the bonnet lines and tighten 
the screws. Don’t forget that bolt 
near the wheel arch and the end 
of the bumper; you can just see 
the hole in the picture as the last 
hole on the flange of the bumper 
unit on the left.  
 
Step 12: Refit wheel arch liners 
                 and undertray 
 

     On goes the inner plastic 
wheel arch liners and fixings, and 
the undertray; refitting being the 
reverse of removal.  
 

Step 13: Reconnect electrics 
 

     Connect back up the plugs to 
the lights (and foglights if you 
have them) and you are almost 
there.  
     As I said don’t forget the 
wheel arch and bumper bolt. You 
will have to take off the plastic 
inner wheel arch covers again if 
you do forget. 
 

Step 14: Beam alignment 
 

     I say almost there, as most 
people do not have a beam tool 
to adjust the beam to MOT 
standard; this is where a fully 
fitted workshop comes in and the 
earlier mentioned beam adjuster 
nuts.  
     Get that sorted and you are 
done! 

 
After thoughts… 
 

     If I could indulge a conclusion 
and a few notes of what could 
possibly go wrong if you are 
attempting this replacement 
yourself, I believe it would help 
greatly.  
     Whilst I was at the workshop 
there was quite a bit of interest 
of what was happening on the 
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and I’m sure Stefan is feeling the 
same. This is caused by the fix-
ing nearest the headlight unit on 
the front bumper bracket having 
broken during bumper removal 
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Step 10: Refit headlights (showing side bolt through LH side 

wing, above where bumper fits) 

Step 11: Offer the bumper back on 

LEFT 

Step 11: Bumper re-fitted 



(and having not been replaced) 
or just broken whilst on the car.  
I know the example headlight is 
a pre 2013 model but the 
bracket is the same or very sim-
ilar. You cannot escape the 
inevitability that to sort it out, 
the bumper is going to have to 
come off and the bracket will 
have to be replaced.  
     To do this having gone 
through the steps in this article, 
you will have to drill out the 
rivets that hold the bracket on 
and then re-rivet a new bracket 
and then refit the bumper. At 
least you will not have to re-fit, 
or buy new headlights. 
     Opposite is a photo of what 
Stefan will find when he has the 
bumper off … 
 

Final Word of Caution 
 

     In addition as a word of cau-
tion, if you are going to fit after 
market headlight units be sure 
to check the main power socket 
blades as shown below … 

 ... they can push in when the 
plug is inserted. This will lead to 
a lot of head scratching if you 
have not checked them before 
refitting.  
     If the blades do move and 
retract you will have to remove 
the purple plastic insert and 
redress the metal barb that 
holds the blade proud. Caution-
ary note though, the purple 
insert is also held in by plastic 
barbs. So remove the holder 
from the headlight unit by ro-
tating it and removing via the 
housing and then tease out the 
purple insert (to give you the 
next picture), then you can ad-
dress the blade issue and make 
sure the blades don’t retract 
when the plug goes in. Just 

don’t forget to replace the purple 
insert afterwards.  

     All this, if you are using an 
aftermarket unit should be 
checked, on the bench, prior to 
fixing into the MiTo, unless you 
want several sense of humour 
failures and a late dinner on a 
Friday. Personally I prefer the 
real deal, proper Alfa headlights 
and then you can guarantee a 
perfect fit. That said the test re-
vealed that the Depo headlight 
unit was very good apart from 
this one little issue. But if you are 
using one, check everything prior 
to fitting.  
     Last and not least I have to 
thank David Faithful for his 
knowledgeable advice, Stefan 
Franciak for illustrating a bumper 
bracket failure and far above 
everyone else, Ian Stamper at 
Autobritalia near Dunkirk in Kent 
and his business partner Paul.  
     I had a great day and although 
I know pleasure is particular to 
the individual, this was an amaz-
ing fun day! Enjoy. 
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The result of a broken bumper clip 

Broken bumper clip (removed) 



     Chances are, you’ve never 
heard of the Alfa Romeo 1900 
M, or the Alfa Matta.  And if 
you have heard of it, you are 
extremely unlikely to have seen 
one unless you’ve visited the 
Alfa Romeo Museum (Museo 
Storico Alfa Romeo) in Arese, 
just outside Milan, or you’ve 
been lucky enough to see one 
of the few in the UK at one of 
the AROC shows. 
     The 1900 M was produced 
between 1951 and 1954 by Alfa 
Romeo at the request of the 
Italian Ministry of Defence, 
though there were two ver-
sions: the AR51 (Military speci-
fication) and the AR52 (civilian 
version).  Despite what you 
might assume, the AR code did 
not stand for Alfa Romeo, but 
Autovettura da Ricognizione, 
translating to reconnaissance 
car. 
      Something you will almost 
certainly have heard of is the 
“Busso” engine, Alfa Romeo’s 
legendary in-house V6 engine 
developed initially in the 1970s 
but evolving throughout the 
eighties and nineties and being 
fitted in Alfas such as the Alfa 6, 
the 90, 164, GTV, 166, 155, 156 
and famously the 156 and 147 
GTAs. 
     Well, it was the Busso engine 
creator Giuseppe Busso, the 
head of the Alfa Romeo design 
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team who also created the Alfa 
Matta having taken inspiration 
from the Willys Jeep and of 
course the legendary Land Rov-
er.   
     Fitted with an 1,884cc 4-
cylinder inline engine with 
hemispherical combustion 
chambers and a single carbu-
rettor the 1900 M produced 64 
bhp and 90 lb-ft of torque 
through four forward gears and 
two ranges (low/high). 
     Only just over 2,000 were 
built, almost all of which went 
into service with the Carabinie-
ri, army and police force before 
production ceased as, ultimate-

The Mad Alfa  
The Alfa Romeo 1900 M “Matta” 
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ly, the Italian Military went to Fiat 
for their large orders of the Fiat 
Campagnola. 
     It is said that during a demon-
stration of the prototype to the 
Italian military commanders, An-
tonio Alessio, then the Managing 
Director of Alfa Romeo, watched 
the 1900 M in action, and simply 
said “questo è matta”, translating 
to “that is mad”. 
     The name Matta stuck with 
the vehicle, and to this day it is 
referred to around the world as 
the Alfa Matta, meaning the Mad 
Alfa. 
     If you are lucky enough to see 
one, take a moment to consider 

what could have been had Alfa 
won the huge order from the 
military instead of it going to the 
Fiat Campagnola.   
     And know that the Busso 
name is not only for Alfas with a 
V6 engine.  Giuseppe Busso led 
the mechanical engineering of 
many Alfa Romeos through to 
1977, including the Mad Alfa. 

Photo © Sothebys 

Photo © Sothebys 
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     As part of our MiTo 10th Anniver-

sary event, we had a selection of priz-

es for five categories of Best Original 

MiTo, Best Modified MiTo, Stoneacre 

Choice, AROC Manager Choice and a 

very special Vicki Butler-Henderson 

Choice award chosen by Vicki.   

     These are our very worthy winners 

and runners-up.  Congratulations! 

Vicki Butler-Henderson Choice Award: Stuart Hermiston’s Red QV 

Runner-up (Original) : Myfyr Madoc-Jones Runner-up (Modified): Alex Williams 

The Judges looking all innocent... 
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And The Winner Is... 
Our Prize Winners at the MiTo 10th Anniversary Event 
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Best Original MiTo:  Garry Tait’s 8C Red 155 Best Modified MiTo:  Alex Littlewood’s Red Veloce 

Stoneacre Choice: Steve Smith’s White Cloverleaf AROC Manager Choice: Robert Gregory’s Anthracite QV 



     Unless your MiTo has the 
dual zone climate control, you’ll 
have the heater with the three 
dial controls for temperature, 
fan speed and vent direction.  
The unit itself is pretty robust, 
only really failing when the 
heater resistor has blown (see 
our Useful Info section of mi-
toregister.com for a guide to fix 
this).  But the unit does have 
one Achilles heel: the bulbs 
behind it which tend to blow 
every three or four years.  If 
your bulbs go you will see it (or 
not) at night by the lack of illu-
mination of your heater.  It’s 
not a huge issue but in winter it 
can be a real pain fumbling at 
your dials.  And as most of us 
don’t have a new MiTo, chanc-
es are yours may be nearing 
the age when you’ll be faced 
with a dark heater unit just 
when you don’t need it. 
     The process of replacing the 
bulbs is relatively straightfor-
ward, but it certainly ranks as 
one of the most fiddly of jobs 
on the MiTo.  With my sausage 
fingers, the total job took 
around 1.5hrs, much of which 
was cursing the Italians for 
making such simple and cheap 
things so hard to get to. 
     So let’s start with what you’ll 
need.  It’s a relatively small list.  
You’ll need some ISO radio re-
moval keys (available from 
Halfords and most motorist 
shops), a T25 Torx head which 
can fit in both a screwdriver 
and a socket, a flat-head screw-
driver, some long nose pliers (if 
you have big hands) and two 
replacement bulbs.  Oh, and 
ideally enormous patience and 
tiny hands.  Though I have nei-
ther so it is achievable without 
those. 
     The bulbs are readily availa-
ble when you know what to 
get.  They are 12v 1.2w “286” 
bulbs.  Often referred to as cap-
less or wedge bulbs, sometimes 
called dashboard bulbs, but 
always the number 286.   
Whether Lucas, Osram or 
Bosch, they will all be 286.      

However, if you search your fa-
vourite auction sites you will find 
countless versions of unbranded 
286 bulbs which I would strongly 
advise avoiding.  I simply walked 
into my local branch of Motabitz 
and they had plenty of Osram 
286 packs for £4.99 a pair.   
Halfords has got them (use your 
AROC discount) or you can get 
from virtually anywhere.  And at 
this price, and with this amount 
of fiddling to replace them, it’s 
really not worth going unbrand-
ed or cheap only to find they’ve 
blown again in a few months. 
 

Step 1: (Almost) Remove stereo 
 

     If you’ve had your stereo out 
before, you will know it’s not 
very difficult.  But if you haven’t, 
it can be quite tricky the first 
time as it’s pretty wedged in 
there.  The standard ISO release 
keys are not quite the right 
measurement for the MiTo 
standard head unit, so you will 
need to pull them apart a little.  
But try to pull them apart by 
holding the base of the V shape, 
then bend in the pins until they 
fit the holes in the stereo.  Once 
the keys are in, you should be 
able to pull on them to release 
the stereo, but if it seems 
jammed there are two things 
that can help: firstly, try squeez-
ing the keys in towards each oth-
er and pulling then push them 
out away from each other and 
pull (and you can try a little up 
and down motion too).  If it still 
isn’t budging, there is a tech-
nique that could help.  Open and 
empty your glovebox and, sitting 
in the passenger seat, put your 
left elbow in the glovebox and 
your left hand up behind the ste-
reo.  Apply some pushing to the 
back of the top of the stereo 
whilst pulling a bit on the ISO 
keys with your right hand.  Your 
stereo may have been in place 
for years, so a little patience may 
be needed (or it might pop right 
out). 
     With the stereo out, you can 
see that it’s actually just a single-
DIN unit with a big face, and the 
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Step 1: ISO keys to (almost) remove the stereo 

Step 1: With stereo pulled out, you can see it is actually a 

single-DIN unit at the top (the bottom section is the 

Blue&Me Unit) 



lower section behind the stereo 
is actually your Blue&Me unit. 
 

Step 2:  Disconnect stereo and 
               remove completely 
 

     There are four connections 
on the back of the standard 
stereo, two of which are box 
connectors.  Unclip all four and 
gently remove the stereo en-
tirely. 

 

Step 3:  (Almost) Remove 
               Blue&Me unit 
 

     The Blue&Me unit can also 
be released with the ISO keys.  
Simply push them in the sides 
of the Blue&Me unit as per the 
image and gently withdraw the 
unit.  Do not pull it out quickly 
as it has a cable connection on 
the top. 
 

Step 4:  Disconnect Blue&Me 
               unit and remove  
               completely 
 

     The Blue&Me unit has a sin-
gle blue locking connector on 
the top.  Simply pull the black 
plastic lever on the top and the 
blue connector can be un-
plugged, allowing you to com-
pletely remove the Blue&Me 
unit. 
 

Step 5:  Unscrew and remove 
               stereo cage 
 

     There are five T25 Torx 
screws holding in the metal 
caging that surrounds the ste-
reo and the Blue&Me unit, 

identified in the image with red 
circles: two on each side and one 
at the rear of the top.  You need 
to (carefully) undo and remove 
these screws, taking care not to 
allow them to drop behind the 
back of the dashboard!  Don’t 
panic if this happens as chances 
are you can find them later after 
a few more steps, but best to 
avoid the trauma if you can. 

     Once the five screws are out, 
the upper and lower caging simp-
ly pulls out, but take care to feed 
the wires and connectors for the 
stereo and the Blue&Me unit 
through the caging so they re-
main behind the dashboard. 
 

Step 6:  Undo the bottom  
               heater screws 
 

      At the bottom of your dash-
board, above the cup-holder and 
your DNA switch (if you have 
one), is a tiny detachable piece of 
trim.  This pops off with equal 
amounts of fiddling and pulling, 
revealing the Torx screws (2 fac-
ing upwards) which hold the 
bottom of the heater unit.  You 
will also see two horizontal 
screws which you don’t need to 
touch. 

     This is the stage why you need 
a separate T25 Torx head, rather 
than a long Torx screwdriver.  To 
undo the upwards screws in that 
tight space below the dashboard, 
the only way seemed to be to put 
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Step 3: ISO keys also used to remove Blue&Me unit 

Step 5: Radio cage has five Torx screws to undo 

Step 6: Undo bottom heater screws behind the concealed 

trim panel at the bottom of the dashboard (above DNA) 

the Torx head into a small socket 
driver to use upside down.  There 
just didn’t seem the space to get 
any other form of driver under 

there.  In any event, after some 
fiddling (it helped a lot to use my 
phone camera as a kind of mirror 
to see what I was doing) you can 



bottom cage.  Then carefully 
screw in the five cage screws (two 
on each side, one at the top/rear). 
     Re-connect the Blue&Me unit 
and slide it in until it clicks.  Then 
re-connect all four stereo cables 
(it’s obvious which ones go 
where) then again slide the stereo 
into place until that clicks too 
(you don’t need the ISO keys to 
put anything back in). 

eventually undo the screws. 
 

Step 7:  Undo the top  
               heater screws 
 

     Back up in the big hole 
you’ve created where your ste-
reo used to be, you will see the 
two Torx screws that secure the 
top of the heater (shown in the 
picture with red circles).  Undo 
and remove both of these, 
again being careful not to lose 
them behind the dashboard. 
     Finally, with a flat head 
screwdriver, prise off the plas-
tic clip in the centre of the 
heater top and the heater will 
come free from the dashboard 
and can be manoeuvred by 
hand. 

Step 8:  Manoeuvre the heater 
               facing down 
 

     To get access to the bulbs, 
the easiest way is to gently ma-
noeuvre the heater unit to be 
facing down, that way you can 
use the hole where the stereo 
was to gain access with your 
hands.  This takes a little while 
and be careful not to man-
handle the unit too aggressively 
as you don’t want to scratch 
the front of the heater. 

 
Step 9:  Remove the two bulb 
               holders, one at a time! 
 

     As you can see from the pic-
tures, the bulbs are contained 
in two tiny grey bulb holders, 
each having purple and orange/

red wires.  The grey holders are 
seated into the plastic of the 
heater unit, but can be pulled out 
with gentle persuasion.  I resort-
ed to using nose-pliers but you 
may be able to do it with your 
fingers if they aren’t big sausages 
like mine.  But be careful: do not 
be tempted to just pull the wires 
– this could end in bigger prob-
lems than a blown bulb! 
     In truth, I doubt if it matters if 
the bulb holders go back in the 
wrong spot, but I would do one 
at a time to ensure they do. 
     As you can see, the 286 bulbs 
really are miniature, but they 
simply pull out gently with your 
fingers and are replaced with the 
new bulbs the same way.  Ensure 
you do not mix up bulbs at this 
stage!  Put the new ones in and 
clip the grey bulb-holder back 
into the recess.  As a note, one of 
mine seemed pretty loose.  I’m 
sure I did not cause any damage, 
but I did put a little electrical 
tape over it just to ensure it was 
held in tightly.  I expect this was 
just a feature of my car! 
     And there you are, you have 
replaced your heater bulbs!  But 
your MiTo looks a right mess… 
     So now you need to reverse 
everything you did, but you’ll be 
pleased to know it all goes back 
in much easier and in only a few 
minutes.  Start by manoeuvring 
the heater back in place by hand 
but before going on, just put 
your ignition on and your lights 
on and check the heater bulbs 
light up the unit!  I’m sure all will 
be fine, but better to check now 
before everything is back in 
place! 
     If it lights up, switch your 
lights off and turn your ignition 
off then start the re-assembly by 
clipping in the top clip of the 
heater and putting the two top 
screws back in.  Then screw in 
the two bottom screws (quite 
fiddly) and replace the trim pan-
el. 
     Replace the stereo cage taking 
care to feed the four stereo ca-
bles through the top and the 
Blue&Me cable through the 
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     I’ve owned a lot of Alfa Ro-
meos and several of them are 
renowned for having difficult to 
replace sidelight or indicator 
bulbs.  But the MiTo, despite my 
love of it, has without doubt the 
most annoying little heater 
bulbs.  But if you’re up for a cou-
ple of hours sat in your MiTo 
(who isn’t?) then it’s a relatively 
simple, albeit crazy, process. 
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Step 7: Undo the two heater top screws 

Step 9: The two grey bulb holders can be accessed through 

the stereo hole now the heater is facing down 
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